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"Sexuality and Urban Space"  Mapping Desire. Eds. David Bell and Gill Valentine. New York, London: Routledge, 1995.
Starting Questions

1. How do you relate this article "Sexuality and Urban Space" to what we have read so far?  

2. In the area of feminism and gender studies, what have we read and/or discuss and what do we miss?

3. In what ways is gender/sex related to space, spatialization, representation of space and spatial representation?  

4. How is power spatialized?  What contradictory and conflictual relations do you see in the urban spaces of gender? 

General Introduction 
A. Issues  re. Women, Sex and Gender: 

1. Women’s positions in Western discourses (double displacement), in patriarchal societies or Sex/Gender system (object of exchange).  Society’s sexual hierarchy.  Compounded by race, class and nation.  *[endless examples of women in different positions--work places, disciplines, areas and societies][feminist ways of resistance and feminist utopia]
2. Gender Identity: essentialism vs. constructivism, gender performance (mimicry, parody and pastiche), sexualization and discrepancy between sexual desire and gender performances (e.g. melancholic heterosexuality)  *[multiple factors of identity formation, complicit or resistant identities, failed or successful identity formation through –language, silence, death, madness, mimicry, etc.]
3. Gender and Language: 1) chora and feminine écriture; 2) discursive formation of gender hierarchy -- incitation to discourse on sex, perverse implantation proliferation of sexual differences; 3) gender representation  
4. Gender/Sex and – Nature, Space, Science, Nation, etc. 
5. What else? 

A. Basic Terms and Issues related to Postmodern Space  
1. Postmodern Geography by Edward Soja – Against the illusion of transparency and opacity; interaction between the social, the mental and the spatial.  
2. Terms: (ref. http://www.thebicyclingguitarist.net/studies/geog_glossary.htm )
spaces of representation -- A term used by Lefebvre to indicate the various ways in which new spatial practices can be planned or imagined in cities (e.g. Bulletin board) 
representations of space -- Lefebvre's term for the discourses used to represent areas. (source)
Material Spatial practice –e.g. consumption 
"Sexuality and Urban Space"
Main Argument: Examining the spatial dynamics of the exchange between urban spaces and urban sexualities, the article argues that both the spaces and the people’s lives (and practices) are in an intricate web of power, space and difference.  
A. Introduction 

I. The City’s gender-based spatial division and its contradictions 

Two contradictions: p. 149 

1) sexual division of work (  “these divisions of labour create single-sex environments in which homosexuality has the space, potentiality to flourish.” 

2) Proliferation of sexual minorities in cities ( easier to control or stigmatize.    

II. The relations between sexualities and urban spaces have not been fully explored.

1) Neglected: “heterosexualities, bisexualities, sexualities organized around practices that may be only contingently related to gender.” “connections between particular sexualities and spaces in small town and rural environments. . .  

III. The paper’s “develop[s] and illustrate[s] a framework for examining the relationships between certain sexualities and certain aspects of urbanization in the contemporary West.” 

B. Urbanism and Sexualities 
I. the spatial and the social 

a. traditional understanding of urbanism – materialist, idealist and humanist (note: similar to the illusions of opacity, transparency) pp. 150-51 

( “The problem of space …can and must be severed from the concern with specific social processes.” 
b. However, general social theorists confirms such connections between the spatial and the social (including the textual).  E.g. “image” and “experience” of the city 

II. Sexualities associated with cities 

a. Anonymity: 

i. description of urban life: 151 a world of strangers, ( the city’s sexuality: Bech -- “anonymity, voyeurism, exhibitionism, consumption, authority (and challenges to it), tactility, motion, danger, power, navigation and restlessness.” 

ii.  Modern medicine and psychoanalysis sexualizes these experiences.  (Bech)  “The city, as a world of strangers in which people relate to each other as objects and surfaces, becomes an archetypal space of modern sexuality.” (152)

b. Liberating Disorder:  Elizabeth Wilson: urban space and its disorder is potentially liberating for women.  Women’s sexualities …constructed as irrational, uncontrollable and dangerous.  ( The control of disorder is very much about the control of women. 

c. Sexual coding: the coding of some spaces as lesbian and heterosexual – the codings can be alternative or contested. 

i. Societies’ conflicts find expressions in these codings; thus connected to power relations; they are fiercely contested. 

ii. These codings emphasize both erotic and more functional conceptions of sexuality 

iii. The marginalized areas (e.g. slums, gentrified areas) tend to be coded as erotic.   

  E.g.?  彩虹商圈 near Taida; pink triangle, live houses in Taipei, gay bars, (  pink economy. 
iv. Wilson: certain areas become “feminized and demonized, and infrastructure designed, to facilitate the containment and control of women.” 
  E.g.?  red light district in Taipei?  Some public places at night (e.g. park, MRT station).  
III. Contradictions and Struggle: The Sexual and Spatial Dynamics of Urbanization 

1. 19th century: cities were typically rigidly segregated by class, race and ethnicity.  ( contradictions: 
a. the fixed nature of many aspects of a city’s spatial structure vs. competition to produce new and more economically productive spatial structures.  
b. a reliance on particular class, race, gender and sexual structures vs. the tendency of these structures to create new, potentially disruptive collective and personal consciousness.  
[differentiation and de-differentiation happening at the same time.]

2. changes in one’s public life –experience in commodity form 

3. gender, race and class network  

a. – working-class, non-white women have their private life as “a balancing act between unwaged and waged domestic and non-domestic labor.  The alternative sexual possibilities were in some ways most constrained.”  The freedom to explore alternative sexualities was greater for most men, in general, than for women. …( race, class and gender stratified social movements and everyday struggles organized around sexuality.  
b. working-class communities in the 19th century associated with poverty and disease; areas defined as ‘black’ associated with dangerous and uncontrollable sexualities.   

4. alternative coding should be “out of the closet” 
Conclusion: Power, Space and Difference 

1. Power is a slippery concept.  –realized through social relations; 

2. Identity/difference markers –inherently spatial (e.g. relations of sexuality) 

3. Power is strangely contradictory: It contain seeds of its own subversion.  

Ref. 同性戀空間 http://www.bp.ntu.edu.tw/WebUsers/hdbih/new_page_19.htm 
