	Simone de Beauvoir’s modern feminism
	Luce Irigaray

	*Attitude towards psychoanalysis

	Resist psychoanalysis 

Not always negative

not totally consistent: “One of our contradictions was that we denied the unconscious” (p. 24).

de Beauvoir’s response to Irigaray in an interview (1984): “[a]nyone who wants to work on women has to break completely with Freud” (p. 24). For de Beauvoir, Irigaray always began from Freud’s postulates, adopted too readily the Freudian account of the inferiority of women.
	1. as an analyst (psychoanalyst, philosopher, and linguist)—important for thinking sexual identity (p.31)— (Freudian theory), challenging 

2. uses and challenges philosophical traditions (psychoanalysis for understanding the self-realization of consciousness) 

	*concept of equal rights/sexual difference/Women’s Liberation 

	“equal” = “equal to men” = the imposition of a male norm = genocide of woman. (Irigaray to de Beauvoir’s response, p. 23)
	Demanding equality = erroneous (presupposes a term of comparison):

Q: Equal to what? What do women want to be equal to? Men? A wage? A public position? Equal to what? Why not to themselves? (p. 32)
Women need an identity as women = womankind (p.24)

	favoured social justice and supported feminists
1949, The Second Sex (her own life story with scientific data)—subordinated feminism to socialism, helped women to be sexually freer by offering them a socio-cultural model
	Find value in being women, not simply mothers = rethinking, transforming centuries of socio-cultural values. 


