Louis Althusser (1918-1990)

1918-bon in French- held Algeria

1940-1945 captured in a German prisoner of war camp.

1948- completed his master’s thesis on the philosopher G.W.F. Hegel in Ecole Normale in Paris and joined communist Party in Paris

1980- murdered his wife because of mental illness.

1980-90-sentenced to house arrest under psychiatric care till his death in 1990 .

---Influential works: for Marx(1965)  Lenin and Philosophy(1969)

Major concepts “ideological state apparatuses” “interpellation” “imaginary relations”
---Althusser’s concept of ideology has been crucial to cultural studies.

From Ideology and Ideological State Apparatuses

What ensures the stability of the State? 

---In order to exist, every social formation must reproduce the conditions of its production at the same time as it produces. It must reproduce

1. the productive forces

2. the existing relations of production
Reproduction of Labour-power

How is the reproduction of labour- power ensured? 

---It is ensured by wages, by the reproduction of skill (know how) 

and also by a reproduction of its submission to the rules of the established order. (The children learn at school not only know-how, but also the rules of good  behaviour, rules of morality, civic and professional conscience).
From Infrastructure and Superstructure

Marx conceived that every society was constituted by the infrastructure and superstructure.( Like a edifice, which divided into upper floor and base)

---The superstructure contains two levels, the political-legal (law and the state) and ideology (religions ethical, legal, political, etc)

---The upper floor must rest on their base. 

---There is a “relative autonomy” of the superstructure with respect to the base.

---There is a “reciprocal action” of the superstructure on the base. 

From the State

The State is a machine of repression, which enables the ruling classes to ensure their domination over the working class. It is a State Apparatus.

The Essentials of the Marxist Theory of the State

Marxist theory of the State.

1. The State is the repressive State apparatus.

2. State power and State apparatus must be distinguished

3. The objective of the class struggle concerns State power.

4. The proletariat must seize State power in order to destroy the existing bourgeois State apparatus and replaced it with a quite different, proletarian, State apparatus..

The State Ideological Apparatuses

According to Althussers, there are two kinds of State Apparatuses, one is the Repressive State Apparatus, the other one is the ideological State Apparatuses.

---The State Apparatus(Repressive State Apparatus) contains: the Government, the Administration, the Army, the Police, the Courts, the Prisons, etc..

---Ideological State Apparatuses: 

-the religious ISA

-the educational ISA

-the family ISA

-the legal ISA

-the political ISA

-the trade-union ISA

-the communications ISA

-the cultural ISA

The differences between RSA and ISA

---Repressive State Apparatus--only one, public domain, function massively by violence

---State Ideological Apparatuses—plurality, private domain. function mostly by ideology.

---State Ideological Apparatuses is more important than the Repressive state Apparatus.

“No class can hold State power over a long period without at the same time exercising its hegemony over and in the State Ideological Apparatuses.p 1491

From on the Reproduction of the Relations of Production

---The unity of the different Ideological State Apparatuses is secured by the ruling ideology

---It is the intermediation of the ruling ideology that ensures a harmony between the repressive State apparatus and the Ideological State Apparatuses.

---During the Middle Ages, the Church is a political Ideological State Apparatus, which owns the educational and cultural functions.

----In the pre-capitalist historical period the Church was one dominant Ideological State Apparatus

---The French Revolution was not to transfer State power from the feudal aristocracy the merchant-capitalist bourgeoisie, but also to attack the number-one Ideological State Apparatus: the Church. The educational apparatus replaced the Church as the dominant ideological State apparatus in capitalist social formations. 

---In the school, a certain amount of “know-how” wrapped in the ruling ideology.  A lot of Virtues ( for example modesty, resignation, submissiveness etc) would be taught. So that the massive working class could identify with their positions in the society. The relations of exploited to exploiters and exploiters to exploited are largely reproduced.( p.1495).

Ideology

Ideology has History 

---When ideology involves the history of social formation, the history of class
struggles and the mode of production.

Ideology has no History

---According to The German Ideology Ideology is conceived as a pure illusion, a pure dream, an imaginary construction, a nothing.  Its History is outside the history

Althusser

Ideologies have a history of their own, its history is external to it. The ideology is endowed with a structure and a function.

--Ideology has no history, it likes Freuds unconscious, Unconscious is eternal.

--Our world outlook (for example, religious ideology, ethical ideology) doesn’t correspond to the reality.  They need to be interpreted to discover the reality of the world.

Ideology is a “Representation” of the Imaginary Relationship of Individuals to their Real Conditions of Existence
Why do men need this imaginary transposition of their real conditions of existence?

1. The priesters or despots are responsible.  They forged the lies, tried to dominate

their imagination, in order to exploit the people. The ruling class base their domination and exploitation of the people on a falsified representation of the world which they have imagined in order to enslave others minds by dominating their imagination. p 1499

2. The cause is the material alienation which reigns in the conditions of existence of  men themselves. People live in an alienated society and the labour became alienated. They have a imaginary relation to the real world, in which they lived.

Ideology has a material existence

---An Ideology always exists in an apparatus, and its practice. This existence is material.

---The individuals who live in an Ideology have imaginary relation to their condition of existence. This imaginary relation itself endowed with a material existence (P.1501)
How do the Ideological Apparatuses function?

→material ideological apparatus →material rituals→ material practice-→-Material actions→ ideas of the subject.(for example, If one believes in God, he goes to church to attend Mass, kneels, prays. Confesses.  If he believes in Duty, he will have the corresponding attitudes, inscribed in ritual practices according to the correct principles. 

--- The ideological representation of ideology is itself forced to recognize that every subject endowed with a consciousness and believe in the ideas that his consciousness inspires in him. He will freely internalize the ideas and acts according to these ideas. .

---There is no practice except by and in an ideology

---There is no ideology except by the subject and for subjects.

Ideology interpellates Individuals as Subjects

---The Category of the subject is constituted of all ideology insofar as all ideology has the function of constituting concrete individuals as subjects.

---Breaking with ideology—beginning a scientific.

---Ideological recognition —(meet a friend, shaking hand) This ritual guarantee us that we are concrete, individual, distinguishable and irreplaceable subjects. 

---All ideology hails or interpellates concrete individual as concrete subjects.

---Individuals are always already subjects(before its birth, a subject in and by the specific familial ideological configuration.)  

An example: The Christian Religious Ideology

---The Christian religious ideology is not a fictional discourse. It says not only in its two Testaments but also in its practices, its rituals, its ceremonies and its sacraments.

---The religious ideology transforms the individual into subject by interpellating him.p. 1505 

---If one was called by God, he recognizes that he is a subject, a subject of God, he will obey him and make his people obey God’s Commandments. 

---The structure of all ideology is a duplicate mirror-structure. It ensures

1. the interpellation of individuals as subjects

2. their subjection to the Subject;

3. the mutual recognition of subjects and Subject. The subjects ‘recognition of each other, and finally the subject’s recognition of himself;

4. the absolute guarantee that everything really is so.

Questions

1. Is educational apparatus still a dominant ISA in the technology world?

2. Do you agree, that the Ideology can transform the individual into subject?  Is there no free space for the individual?

Comment

When there were only newspapers or radios, it was much easier for the state to manipulate the media and forge the lies.  For example, in the World War II, the German dictator Hitler used the media to create the state ideology.  So what Althusser says about the state ideology is somehow true in this case.  But in this electronic world. People have many opportunities to access different media., so everybody has his own global view, his own picture of the world. The State is no more the ruling class of the ideology.

 .

