Georg Lukács
1. Rationalization, reification and alienation of labor process.  How are they related to our work?
2. How do industrialism and post-industrialism influence our senses of time and space?

General Introduction: (Cf. Hawkes and Decker) 
1. His History and Class Consciousness (1922) bases its entire theory on the first chapter of Capital, which Lukács says “contains within itself the whole of historical materialism.” 
(1).  The book aroused a lot of controversies at the time, “when the Communist International had only recently embarked on the lengthy and arduous task of “Bolshevezing” its various national sections: that is to say, of transforming a motley army of eastwhile pacifists, anarchosyndicalists, and rebellious left-wing socialitst into disciplined Leninists” (Lichtheim 53).  It is criticized for deviating from “Marxism-Leninism” and “relaps[ing] into the old Hegelianism.”  

(2). After the criticism he received, Lukacs himself criticized his own book many times.

(3).  The book critiques the economic determinism and materialism of vulgar Marxism.  

(4). It initiates Western Marxism, which 1) is against dogmatism; 2) revises and re-discovers Marxism; 3) focuses less on political revolution than on critiquing capitalist culture.     
2. Commodity fetishism is the central, definitive characteristic of capitalist society. 
(1). //reified consciousness= the tendency to fetishize our own activity. “Reification requires that all society should satisfy all its needs in terms of commodity exchange” (91). 
(2). Commodity = becomes autonomous, while human labor gets incorporated into commodities.  
(3). Alienation and Abstraction of human labor –On assembly lines, individual personalities and contact do not count.   

3. Bourgeois intellectuals cannot battle ideology, since the social totality remains invisible to them, while their consciousness gets reified.  Only the proletariat was able to achieve the consciousness of the process of reification, because its members, by selling their labor power, objectified themselves. 
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Reification and the Consciousness of the Proletariat (1923)
     I:   The Phenomenon of Reification
1.  'commodity fetishism is a specific problem of our age, the age of modem capitalism'; 'the central structural problem of capitalist society' . 
2. The 'essence of commodity· structure'==according to Lukács has already been clarified, in the following way: 'Its basis is that a relation between people takes on the character of a thing and thus acquires a ‘phantom objectivity', an autonomy that seems so strictly rational and all‑embracing as to conceal every trace of its fundamental nature: the relation between people'. 
-- commodity defined: Production, in its entire organisation, aims at the creation of use-values and not of exchange values, and it is only when their supply exceeds the measure of consumption that use-values cease to be use-values, and become means of exchange, i.e. commodities.
-- “As a matter of fact, the exchange of commodities originates not within the primitive communities, but where they end, on their borders at the few points where they come in contact with other communities. That is where barter begins, and from here it strikes back into the interior of the community, decomposing it."
( the commodity is universal –“Thus the universality of the commodity form is responsible both objectively and subjectively for the abstraction of the human labour incorporated in commodities.”
3. reification//alienation = two sides of the phenomenon of reification or commodity fetishism have been distinguished (which he calls the 'objective' and the subjective'): 'Objectively a world of objects and relations between things springs into being (the world of commodities and their movements on the market). . . . Subjectively—where the market economy has been fully developed—a man's activity becomes estranged from himself, it turns into a commodity which, subject to the non‑human objectivity of the natural laws of society, must go its own way independently of man just like any consumer article.' (p. 87). 
4. rationalization of labor (1) specialization and a break with the organic, irrational and qualitatively determined unity of the product.  – “a continuous trend towards greater rationalisation, the progressive elimination of the qualitative, human and individual attributes of the worker. On the one hand, the process of labour is progressively broken down into abstract, rational, specialised operations so that the worker loses contact with the finished product and his work is reduced to the mechanical repetition of a specialised set of actions. On the other hand, the period of time necessary for work to be accomplished (which forms the basis of rational calculation) is converted, as mechanisation and rationalisation are intensified, from a merely empirical average figure to an objectively calculable work-stint that confronts the worker as a fixed and established reality.”
2) fragmentation “In the second place, this fragmentation of the object of production necessarily entails the fragmentation of its subject.”
3) contemplative over space but not time: The contemplative stance adopted towards a process mechanically conforming to fixed laws and enacted independently of man's consciousness and impervious to human intervention, i.e. a perfectly closed system, must likewise transform the basic categories of man's immediate attitude to the world: it reduces space and time to a common denominator and degrades time to the dimension of space. (Marx: “Time is everything, man is nothing; he is at the most the incarnation of time. Quality no longer matters. Quantity alone decides everything: hour for hour, day for day .... ")
5. The basic principle of capitalist commodity production, 'the principle of rationalization based on what is and can be calculated' (p. 88) extends to all fields, including the worker's 'soul', and more broadly, human consciousness. 'Just as the capitalist system continuously produces and reproduces itself economically on higher levels, the structure of reification progressively sinks more deeply, more fatefully and more definitively into the consciousness of man' (p. 93). 

6. ( The atomisation of the individual, and reification of consciousness. “The commodity character of the commodity, the abstract, quantitative mode of calculability shows itself here in its purest form: the reified mind necessarily sees it as the form in which its own authentic immediacy becomes manifest and-as reified consciousness-does not even attempt to transcend it. On the contrary, it is concerned to make it permanent by 'scientifically deepening' the laws at work.”
7. work// technologist: The distinction between a worker faced with a particular machine, the entrepreneur faced with a given type of mechanical development, the technologist faced with the state of science and the profitability of its application to technology, is purely quantitative; it does not directly entail any qualitative difference in the structure of consciousness.
8. Bureaucracy: The formal standardisation of justice, the state, the civil service, etc., signifies objectively and factually a comparable reduction of all social functions to their elements, a comparable search for the rational formal laws of these carefully segregated partial systems.










