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Outline
 Discussion Questions
 Space & Place 



Space of Flows

definitely Non-Places?



Discussion Questions
1. How are space and place different from 

and related to each other? What ideas 
presented in the textbook about space 
and place do you find helpful in our 
analysis of city or city films? 

2. How is ”history” represented through the 
different places of Super Citizen Ko, and 
the protagonist’s spatial practice? 



Space of 
Flows
e.g. internet system, 
hubs & nodes such 
as airport, 
railroad/subway  
station, paths

Space 
of Place
e.g. home, 
temple, school, 
city, nation 
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Flows/Space vs. Place

Network society (p. 43) 
Space of flows 

Space & Place
Non-Place
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Produced Mental

Physical

Place, a Produced Space

H. Lefebvre (Marxist approach) 

Space—Produced



 Created and maintained through the 
fields of care that results from one’s 
emotional attachment 
 Historic Sites: with symbols connected 

with national history or state power
 Fields of Care: not be so easily 

apprehended by visitors, …where people 
create interpersonal ties and develop 
social capital, both of which require 
extended time as well as material 
settings (source)

Yi-Fu Tuan (humanist approach) 

Sense of Place: 
Bond or Emotional Attachment

http://soac.fbe.unsw.edu.au/2011/papers/SOAC2011_0210_final.pdf


Non-Place

Non-places for Marc Auge: supermarkets, 
shopping malls, airports, highways and 
multiplex cinemas that are symptoms of a 
supermodern and accelerated global 
society. (p. 43)*
  The whole city as a non-place
 (of shopping malls & virtual spaces 

connected by subway lines and internet)



Space, 
Non-
Place



Is it always true?

• Place -- often equated with security 
and enclosure (like home)

• Space-- associated with freedom 
and mobility (Tuan 1977; textbook 43)



Example: La 
Defense esplanade
(vs. La Monmartre) p. 44



Example: La Defense esplanade
(vs. La Monmartre) p. 44

La Defense

 Glass buildings 
impervious and 
imperious to the 
square 

 Passengers like 
ants passing by 

 Also w/ transnational 
migrants & “Tribes”*

La Monmartre

 Historic Sites 
perpetuated by 
artists

 Also w/ immigrant 
hawkers from a 
suburban area.*  

簡報者
簡報註解
La Defense: “Tribes” skateboarding, posing, playing, and turning it into a meaningful place
La Monmartre: hawkers who are immigrants from banlieues on the outskirts of the city



Example (2): Taipei 
railroad station 

Taipei railroad 
station

2015-07-19 
(source)

Space (of Flows) or 
Place (w/ History) 

簡報者
簡報註解
Hari Raya Aidilfitri Muslim Festival (after Ramadan) 

http://news.ltn.com.tw/news/life/breakingnews/1384282


Place or Space of Flows? 
MuseumQuartier, Vienna 

https://www.afar.com/places/museums-quartier-vienna-vienna

https://www.afar.com/places/museums-quartier-vienna-vienna


Other Views of Place & 
Space
 Place and its specificity: important for 

the spatial processes of capital 
accumulation. (e.g. tourist site promotion; 
flexible accumulation in extended 
production line) 

 Place as a convergence of flows
 Space & Place as both artificially 

constructed 
 Trialectics of Place: Locale, Location 

(Being Located), and Being Local 
(Locating oneself)



Ref. Space & Place as 
Relataive Terms 

What begins as undifferentiated space 
becomes place as we get to know it better 
and endow it with value… The ideas 
‘space’ and ‘place’ require each 
other for definition. From the security and 
stability of place we are aware of the 
openness, freedom, and threat of space, 
and vice-versa. Furthermore, if we think of 
space as that which allows movement then 
place is pause; each pause in movement 
makes it possible for location to be 
transformed into place.
Tuan, Space and Place: The Perspective of Experience 
(Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2003), p. 6



Space, 
Non-
Place



Urban Landscape as Palimpsest 
1) landscape: the shape, form and 

representation of land 
2) “perceived” space
3) Palimpsest (latin: “scratched again”) 

parchment used to inscribe and re-
inscribe history 

source

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palimpsest


Landscape as Cultural 
Representation

 an outcome and the medium of social 
relations, both the result of and an input to 
specific relations of production and 
reproduction (Don Mitchell 49)

 In a colonial city like Taipei, urban 
landscape contains layers of colonial 
history, some preserved as traces while 
some, erased.  

 In the capitalist world, landscape can be a 
commodity. 

Cause & Effect of History & Social Relations

簡報者
簡報註解
地景不只是肉眼所見的空間規劃和建築風貌
它也是連續發展的過程，人對賦予都市空間的環境文化意義、權力關係和結構
3.  因此地景就是這些人類對環境不斷地建構、抹除、增添、保存的過程，以及這個過程所產生的聚合體。




Urban Landscape as 
Palimpsest (羊皮紙)
 Urban landscape as palimpsest can 

be analyzed from the perspective of 
urban transformation in time and 
space, and are important for the 
configuration of its current image. 
(Vâlceanu 18)



Urban Landscape as 
Palimpset: Examples 

 New Park 228 Park 



Urban Landscape as 
Palimpsest: Examples 

 New Park 228 Park including  
National Museum of Natural Science (

自然博物館)—Taiwan Governor 
Museum during Japanese occupation
（總督府博物館）

(圖片來源：Wikipedia)

http://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E4%BA%8C%E4%BA%8C%E5%85%AB%E5%92%8C%E5%B9%B3%E7%B4%80%E5%BF%B5%E5%85%AC%E5%9C%92


228 Park 

Paifang

1. Pavilion & 
2. Paifang
3. The 228 Massacre Monument
4. & Bell 

簡報者
簡報註解
1.中國式庭台樓閣；牌坊
2. 228 和平紀念碑，和平鐘 
The 228 Massacre Monument



X條通

(台北國際飯店,
維基百科)

Zhong-Shan Nr. Road

大正町
Da –zheng Ding 

簡報者
簡報註解
大正町 

http://www.htl.tw/around.htm
http://zh.wikipedia.org/zh-hant/%E8%87%BA%E7%81%A3%E7%A5%9E%E5%AE%AE
http://www.htl.tw/around.htm


中
山
北
路
的
多
元
文
化
地
景

大
正
町

Grand Hotel  Taiwan 
Grand Shrine

簡報者
簡報註解
1)  Japanese 
--日本人在劍潭山上，也就是現在的圓山大飯店，改了台灣神宮。因此，中山北路對他們來說，是一個神聖之道。
-- 中山北路有日本人的足跡，大正町 是日本人當時的高級住宅區，建有「一條通」至「九條通」的道路，現在這一帶還有許多日本料理以及酒店。
 KMT & American Influence: 
-- 中山北路也有國民黨統治的痕跡，因為，國民黨時期，為了改變中山北路的文化涵義，蔣宋美齡等政治人士接手台灣神宮，改建為圓山大飯店，採古典宮廷式建築風格，好似在宣示台灣代表正統中華文化。當時中山北路儼然成為國道，因為它是蔣中正由士林官邸到總統府必經之途。
-- 韓戰時期，中山北路開始反映美國的影響，
-- 1960 具有現代建築風格的台泥大樓。(1994年重建，參考哲生的時空之旅 https://goo.gl/ahTpQQ）
--中山足球場、美軍俱樂部（現花博與MAJI MAJI集食行樂）
-- 美國領事館（現光點電影院）
2) 現在由於外籍勞工增加，多福天主堂成為台北小菲律賓，因為許多菲勞會在周末來此聚會



14號林森公園、15號康樂公園
Lin-sen Park

 Once residential 
area for the 
Japanese, plus a 
cemetery. 

 An improvised 
settlement for vets
from China

 20 years’ protests 
 A fire before the 

torn-down act 

Ko

簡報者
簡報註解
台北人的歷史之慟



14號林森公園& 15號康樂公園
Lin-sen Parks 

Ko

簡報者
簡報註解
台北人的歷史之慟



Summary 

1) Place (with history)
2) Space/Non-Place (without? Always 

being produced) 
3) Place and Space as Cultural 

Assemblage  
4) Urban Landscape as Palimpset



Main Themes

 Postmodern City & Globalization 
 Urban Flows &

 【Urbanism as a Way of Life】
 vs.【History】in Spaces and Places  
 【Time-Space Compression & Family】in Flows

 Global Flows & 
 【Flâneurism】

 【Risk Society, Global Strangers & Connectivity】

【Photo-Project Proposal due—10/22】



Space & Place 
Space Place 

Traditional 
Approach 

A blank canvas Sense of Place
(History)

Yi-Fu Tuan 
(p. 42)

Movement, Freedom, 
Threat

Pause & Value

H. Lefebvre
(p. 42) 

Space is Produced 
-- conceived 
-- perceived 
-- lived 

Kinds: abstract space, 
absolute space 
--Organization
--representation 
--All that happens in 
a space –
spatial assemblage 



Space & Place (2)
Space Place 

David Harvey processes of time-space 
compression
encourage homogenisation
and differentiation.

e.g. each city still has 
its own distinct 
features

Doreen
Massey

places represent a 
coming together of 
flows

both are real-and-imagined assemblages
constituted via language

Questions Produced by spatial arrangement, symbols, 
actions, relations, mis-en-scene, music, etc. 

How do we understand and/or represent a city’s 
history? 



Glossary
 Postmodern City: 3 G’s and 1 P
 Globalization: 3 Theses 
 Urbanism: A way of life caused by the density, 

size and heterogeneity of the population of a 
place.  

 Anomie: a breakdown of standards and values 
or from a lack of purpose or ideals.

 Flow: A name for movements between 
relatively fixed nodes in networks, flows can be 
of commodities, money, people, energy or even 
ideas.

 Space of Flows vs. Space of Place 



Reference

 Cultural Geography: A Critical Dictionary of Key 
Concepts (International Library of Human Geography)
David Sibley, Peter Jackson, David Atkinson, Neil 
Washbourne (2005)
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