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1. Global Risk Society

2. Postmodern Urban Films: Chance Encounters and
Migrants in a Postmodern city

+ (JURtIIAN) God Man Dog



Risk Society

e

"e Society organized in response to Risk
Anthony Giddens: a risk society is "a society
increasingly preoccupied with the future (and
also with safety), which generates the notion of
risk”; Expert System = we need to trust

Ulrich Beck: "a systematic way of dealing with
hazards and insecurities induced and
introduced by modernization itself (Beck
1992:21)

Textbook: human-made, anticipated



w  Global Risk Society

—-.

* 1. ecological, economic, technological,
biochemical, terrorist, informational (examples:
See Global Risk reports)

e 2.3 attitudes — denial, apathy and
transformation

e 3. 3 features — de-localization, in-calculableness,
non-compensability

* = risk and inequality: asymmetry between

decision makers and those affected

— a common world where each of us share

some civil responsibilities.



https://www.weforum.org/reports/the-global-risks-report-2018
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Prediction
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Risks in Ta|W N https //dmap.ncdr.nat.gov.tw/
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Bre Characters in God Man Dog
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() Hand model Ching (53 )and her
architect husband Xiung ( [a[f): marriage
problem; infant death

(2) Yellow Bull (&=4~79), his wandering gods (
tHHHEL) , and A-Xian ([A[1ll] a homeless

orphan)

(3) A-Yung (R EE) and his wife from Yungkang
Tribe (£ 50K HEE ), -
(4) his daughter Savi & son Abus



God Man Dog:
Accident or Risk?

AYLd[e[1018Y Postpartum Depression, Infant Death, Car

, Brother’s death

ured:
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Accidents &

Brother’s
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Yell- Ching
oW & Yong’s
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Bull Xiong m Sex+
Rob-

bery

> Infant Treadmill
Death & Dog
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God Man Dog

G5 How does this film present the impact of globalizing

consumer culture? How does it suggest its hierarchy or system of
exploitation?

G2, 7 What are the problems of each of the four groups of
characters? How do they get their problems solved? Is it a
matter of chance, or choice? (G2 a. Savi & Friend; b. Ching &
Xiong; G7 c. Yellow Bull & Xian; d. A-Yong)

G1 How do these characters deal with strangers (including the
runaway Thai laborers) in their experience on the road?

G6 What roles do the statues and gods play in this film?

G3 How about dogs?

G4 Close analysis of the filmic techniques (for instance, the
opening and the closing)



Y 4
God Man Dog & Taipei

ETA-LOGISTIC SYSTEM, OR
GBAL CAPITALIST SYSTEM




Global Commercial Culture

W

Commercial Culture

& its Hierarchy

(2) Advertisias
=T Commercial The The
—The powerful: bosses culture (1) spiritual material
& companies
—hand model Ching & ~ Statues at
leg model
—Aborigines as religions

food/flower truck

driver (migrant works)
—Ads, Lucky draw & .
Eating contest Spa (Xiong)

Commercial Culture (3]

dusk market;

Wandering
— sex industry (Endo Gods
Shihori)  (Yellow Bull)

— purebred



Overall Commodification &

-- model: fragmentation of women’s
bodies; e.g. Ching’s hand, and Han’s
(Savi’s friend) leg

-- truck delivery of produce to Taipei

-- Spa center occupying agorigine land for
urbanites’ spiritual relief...




Overall Commodification &

Urbanizatic

a far-reaching circle (from Taipei to Yungking
Triave (7k FEE[5% in Taitong)

-- in the metalogistical space (#9777 2Z[t) which
transcends the boundaries of cities or nations.

« “Urbanism s, to a large extent, a vast metalogistics unfolding
both in place and in motion. Cities are pivotal sites at which
the everyday exchanges between built and unbuilt
environments occur [city and nature]. Yet cities also are
where much of what transpires is regarded as international
relations between different spatially divided economies,
governments, and societies.”(Luke 159)




'.pverall Commaodification: The
Ads — Fragmenting human bodies

-'=L=“_




Ads
Duplicate Image




Two Kinds of “Ads” :
Rin and Religion




The Village Urbanized—> Spa
» 5 . P




Aborigines’ Resistance to




Value System and Resistance in

e The value differences of the following commodities
Revealing class differences

 Peach -- 100 a piece, precious for A-Yong; rotten
and thrown out in the studio

* Kila 22+ — 500 or 6000 a piece

1. Resistance to commodification of homeland (/¢
BYEE)
2. Migrants’ survival tactics
a. Stealing from the sex clients;
b. Selling companies’ lucky draw gifts
c. Entering eating contests



| @The characters’ problems

. DISPLACEMENT
PHYSICAL & EMOTIONAL
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ﬂ;ysmally Displaced: Stray dogs and

BuddhaSta_tueC

—— S;EFQy dogs. seen in the neighborhood of
Ching’s apartment building, in the mountains
e Statues: forsaken
 Homeless: Xian (fA[fill] 1:11), “a ghost since
birth” (45% > 2HWE > £ THIET °)
* Physically Challenged




Emotionally Displaced

1. A-Xiong busy with his work;
2. Ching — postpartum depression
3. A-Xiong Masturbates to release himself




Broken Family: Emotionally Displaced Couple

1. Ching —tries to help herself = Infant’s sudden death

2. Seek comfort in religion without success = affair 2 self-injury

e 34:00 infant death

il e




Wen Family: Alcoholism and Economy

1. A-Yong: alcoholism
2. Savi: forced to go to Taipei to practice kick boxing (FY¥]Z=28)

»

FHEFLEEREEEER

1:03 Endo Shihori $£%8




% Religion as Solutions?

— — S

* Ching & — 1) converting to a religion which
rejects the other gods/statues 2) emotional
astray

e Xian PA[fll] — share the peace charms (*FZ45F)
with the statues

* Yellow Bull &4~ — 1:10 respecting gods;
provides others with lucky charms —more later




® Commercial system of connections 2

Leaving the City 2

) 7 Accidents and Possible Dangers =2
Communication, Rationalization & Good wiill

LQGIC OF CONNECTIONS
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Urban Migrants & Chance
"W g

Encour

Global Capitalist System

Emotionally Displaced

Benevo-
lent/
Respectful

Migrant Laborers

Indifferent

Homeless

alignan




Chance Encounter in

Postmodert

"plot development: flows and rapid
movements—=> chance encounters and
connections which are transient and non-kinship

based

-- connections of good will or mutual support (some even
romantic and fantastic) e.g. Amelie; Yellow Bull

-- Indifferent or unnoticed connections (at the restaurant;
via commodities)

-- systemic exploitation, accident, [criminal acts; Lucy]
-- runaway — homeless, or from guilt and labor




hgnce Encounters—> Possible Dangers

in God Man_

@ Theft (Yellow Bull), Confused Identities (Yong) & Car
Crash (all)=> deaths and law suits

® Rationalization —

1) Ching —facing death; it could have happened to us; A
i (1:36); needs time for healing

2) Yong --feeling guilty after the lawyer asks him to lie in
order to look innocent—> seen as a Filipino = caught by
the police

3) Yellow Bull : Money owed to the temple = peaches for
the kid; earn money later for his artificial limb.

@ Coincidence: gasoline for suicide—> gasoline for Yellow
Bull’s truck

@ None is the final solution to their problems.



s

"« By chance? With good will?
e OR—facing one’s limitations in order to re-
establish one’s self and relations
1. self —responsibility and lack (Savi & Ching)
2. limitations— Death and Other (Yong)

3. Ways of facing the limits — rationalization or
“hospitality” (Yellow Bull)



W Expression of Concern
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Expression of Good will at a
Clty sI\/Iargln




Treadmill (FEIZ012%) as lifestyle
W . .
and something to
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,@Showing Concern
® Opening one’s self

CONNECTIONS IN GOOD WILL

&
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W The Migrants’ Good Will

"« Migrants— not fully at home
* A-Mei’s expression of concern 1t
— with Ching |
— with Xian

e Xian —sharing charms with
— Statues,

—[:[-‘/L'_.
® —(—/21.H
=S|

-~

— “rescuing” and housing crosses
statues




Yellow Bull & Statues




Yellow Bull and Statues of
differentkinds




o Wandering Gods and Dogs




Globalization = non-place

&Iobalization & The Face of the

S

Taipei Globalized and thus de-localized?

Migrants and floating signs can be
recontextualized —

In different networks; such as the commercial
system, that of chance and choice, or
meaningful connections and social network

Who is the Other in the film? All the migrant
workers and Xian and ...




Guan-yin’s Face as another

"~ + Postmodern Ethics: Face to face with the
incomprehensible other, allowing otherness in
me, the unspeakable in the speakable

 The face is present in its refusal to be
contained. In this sense it cannot be
comprehended, that is, encompassed. It is
neither seen nor touch —for in visual or tactile
sensation the identity of the | envelops the
alterity of the object.... (Levinas (Totality
and Infinity) > p194)



Quan-ying: Sympathy or

W




Reference: 20084 JF4 = &34 i 3%

(http://www.coolloud.org.tw/tag/2008%E4%B8%89%E9%B6%AF%E9%S8
3%A8%E8%90%BD%ES%BF%AB%EI%81%B7)

* Afilm and a news report: http://support-sanying.blogspot.com/

o FHHKE Smile

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xdA5xwLouU8&feature=related



簡報者
簡報註解
(wikipedia: http://zh.wikipedia.org/zh/%E4%B8%89%E9%B6%AF%E9%83%A8%E8%90%BD )
三鶯部落是位於臺灣新北市的阿美族部落，是個居住在都市邊緣的小集居部落。
部落概況
三鶯部落是臺北都會區都市邊緣的原住民部落之一，位於橫跨大漢溪的三鶯大橋下，處於三峽區與鶯歌區交界處。居民多為阿美族人，通行阿美語、華語。原址曾有平房為漢人所居，1984年海山礦坑爆炸，許多族人輾轉遷徙至大漢溪河灘高地，自力造屋維生，遂形成一個都市邊緣的原住民部落。成年人口多以打零工、種菜維生，老邁的族人大部分原為海山礦坑的原住民勞動者。
由於部落位於大漢溪行水區內，之前的臺北縣政府歷年來多次拆除房舍迫使族人遷移，但政府的迫遷政策無法解決族人的居住、營生問題，三鶯部落履遭拆除，居民又多次原地重建。


http://www.coolloud.org.tw/tag/2008%E4%B8%89%E9%B6%AF%E9%83%A8%E8%90%BD%E8%BF%AB%E9%81%B7
http://support-sanying.blogspot.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xdA5xwLouU8&feature=related
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