Taipel: Places & Spaces
for History & Memory
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Question No: 7
Types: 1 theory, 6 text
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2. Main Past
Character —
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Outline

= Discussion Questions
= Place and Space
m Super Citizen Ko: General Intro

= Places: Past & Present, Home & Political
Sites

s Spaces of Memories, Quest for
Redemption: photo, diary, monologue

m References

Present



Discussion Questions

1. G 5 How are space and place different
from and related to each other? What ideas
presented In the textbook about space and
place do you find helpful in our analysis of
city or city films?

2. G2 (G 5's gquestion) How does

Ko go through the changes of the city? Wh
at does he experienced ? How Is "history”
represented through the different places
(2) of Super Citizen Ko, and the
protagonist’s spatial practice (3)?


簡報者
簡報註解
2. 


Discussion Questions

3. G 1 How Is the “history” of white terror presented and
contextualized (by the people he meets and their stories?

4. G 6 (G 3's question) How are families presented in this
film? Ko’s, his daughter’s, Prof. Wu’s and the veteran’s. Is
there resolution at the end?

5. G 3 What are the functions of his diary and monologue?

6. G 7 How Is politics in the present time presented through
TV news and the son-in-law, and as a contrast to that of the
past?

/. G 4 How Is music (for military parades, as non-diegetic
music, piano) and sounds used in this film? Any other
symbols?



Places in Super Citizen Ko

1) Xin-Guan building 2) 14-15 Park Area 3 - Lion Forest
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簡報者
簡報註解
1）新光三越大樓
2）14, 15 公園預定地
3）獅子林
4）來來喜來敦大飯店
5) 四合院
6) 六張犁墓區 


Spatial Practices
In Super Citizen Ko

= walking in circles in a = narrating histories of

room Lion-Forgst and of his
: own feelings (of pain,
= Walking on the paralysis)
street, viewing th_e s Connecting present
new world & making sounds to the past)
comparison = Carrying a trunk, ash
= bird-eye’s view over casket
Taipei’s present = lighting candles ana
places: looking for paylng respeds o ik
friend

Machangding Sppet



Super Citizen Ko
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Super Citizen Ko (1995)

= Best Actor 4715

= Best Original Music
4
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Post-228 White Terror &

Survivor’s Guilt

m | he execution of Taiwanese Intellectuals in
the fifties.

= Only a study group.
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A face in a dream
is all that remains now



Guilty for Two Deaths
Quest for Redemption

= 16-yr prison + = Mr. Chen
= 18-yr self-exile = His Wife
E

. ent



Machangding
music of blackmail
Japanese military song

music of K

House search for evidence of
bribery
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簡報者
簡報註解
Garrison Command  Coast Guard Administration 海岸巡防署旗 


Friends & Foe

Wu Soldier
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He's lost it again

Chen

Past

» Ko, are you now I:
livingrin-the nursingrhome ===



簡報者
簡報註解
Yo
Wu
 Lin 
Chen 



E /1 \Wan Jen

= Society has become messier, probably because history is
not really understood. History has been forgotten instead.
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= In an interview, he explained how the film was based on
survivors' accounts (of being tortured, being imprisoned
while the family complained or committed suicide).
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HAR Y B Super Citizen Ko

2-3. Places & Spaces of Memories
HIs Search & Spatial Practice

. Families & The ending

. The Past & the people

. The ‘present’ Taipel he sees;

Fllmic Technigues: a. diary & monologue
. filmic angles

. Music & sounds
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2. Remembered Taipel:
Places

sFrom Power center to: Machangding
(BEE5H]) —led by a voice

Present



2. Remembered Talpel: Lion

Forest
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2. Remembered Taipel

s Sheraton Hotel: fork and knife sounds -
clanking sounds of the fetter
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3. Spatial Practice: Final
Reconciliation

= Sorry for coming late

= Only a breath

pbetween you and me
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= [he sun will shine,
but maybe It's too late?
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2. Memories — his Attitudes

= From self-isolation and loneliness to active
remembering and compensation.

= His action: learning, writing and searching for
his lost friends. . o
L e e e ————— e e




4. Families




5. History thru’ Friends & Foe

Soldier — also
Yu — Japanese rule Wu-KMT rule suffers

e. o o 7 =

He's lost it again

Lin — Taiwanese Chen — urban center
identity? to margins

Ko, are you now
livingsin-the'nursing*home ===



簡報者
簡報註解
Yo
Wu
 Lin 
Chen 



5. His Search — Yu: more ironies

= His friends (1): J#F — . L
remembers the SRR
Japanese military SoNgs . - —-—-m= =i
(for patriotism)~> e




His Search :WWu — more Ironies

= His friends (2): the
paranoiac —listens to
songs of “Reclaiming
mainland China” (fz
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5. His Search — more ironies

= His friends & foe (3): = His friends (4):
the police — time cannot go to his
changes parents’ funerals,

keeps his idealism.




5. History of Lost Ideals

0.
L

J
LF

‘ 4
]

\ ol i M

m ~F B |
They're’ Ilke lost photograph<
J ' i

g were abandoned hereWesy
na shadowy @ﬁ) and d



6. Fllmic Techniques: Diary & Monologue
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sentimentalism achieved
through both identification
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and! the use of irony: gonoE

= Identification -- writing in T 2
silence + . %

Shall be my last memory
in this lifetime

narration
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A face in a dream

is all that remains now




6. Filmic Techniques: Camera
Anales

= Subjective +
Objective Shots



/. Present Talpel

= 1. Power Centers: iz{>KfH -~ #t At

= 2. Changed Political environment:
demonstration and bribery.




/. Present Taipel

= 1.Modernization:
TV, gods on motorbikes.
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A day will comefWhen the sun
- will grace us with'its warmth
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The ending?




More Questions ...

= What Is transitional justice (see here)? Are
people working for, supporting or ohedient
{0 an oppressive government or regime to
e criminalized?

= HOW are our memories and sense of
identities related to the places and our
spatial practices?
= Do the IN postmodern cities
necessarily deny our sense of identity or
. Present
stability?
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