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“The Signification of Phallus”
I. The function of castration complex (1302)
A. It’s related to the dynamic structure of symptoms, for instance, neurosis, perversion, and psychoses. 
B. Without it’s installation in the subject’s unconsciousness, he would be unable to identify himself with the ideal type of his sex.

II. Lancan’s questions about Freudian theory (1303)

A. Why is sex attributed to the threat or privation?
B. Why is sexuality constructed through castration complex?

C. Why is castration the punishment for incest?
D. Why is the girl castrated firstly by her mother, then her father?

E. Why is the mother phallic mother?

F. Why is the discovery of the castration of mother so important?

→ the genital maturation locates the jouissance for women in the clitoris. 
III. How critics read Freud (1304)
A. The phallic stage is the effect of a repression, and the function assumed in it by the phallic object as a symptom (phobia, perversion)

B. Ernest Jones’s discussion on aphanisis examines the relation between castration and desire. 

IV. How Lacan is influenced by Freud

A. The signifier has an active function in determining certain effects in which the signifiable appears as submitting to its mark, by becoming through that passion the signified (1505).
B. The signifier speaks in and through man (1505).
C. Man is constructed by language, and the construction by the signifier has nothing to do with a culturalist position (1505).
D. Lacan aims to demonstrate that the unconscious is structured like language (metonymy=combination, metaphor=substitution) (1306).
E. The signifier speaks in the Other. The subject by means of logic anterior to any awakening of the signified finds its signifying place (1306). 
V. The definition and function of phallus 

A. It is not a(n) 1) phantasy, 2) subject, 3) organ (penis or clitoris) (1306).
B. The phallus is a signifier. The presence of signifier designates a whole effect of the signified (1306).

C. The primal repression as the effects of the presence of signifier: “they proceed from a deviation of man’s need from the fact he speaks,… as his needs are subjugated to demand, they return to him alienated” (1306)
D. Sean Homer’s elucidation Lancan’s concept of alienation: “the alienated subject is the subject of the signifier; it is the subject that is determined by the symbolic order and language and is constitutively split or divide” (71). 

VI. Need, demand, and desire

A. Demand itself bears on something other than the satisfactions it calls for. It is demand of a presence or of an absence…. Demand constitutes the Other as already possessing the ‘privilege’ of satisfying need,… This privilege of the Other thus outlines the radical form of the gift of that which the Other does not have, namely, its love” (1307).  →that is why we demand for love?
B. Desire is neither the appetite for satisfaction, nor the demand for love, but the difference that results from the subtraction of the first from the second, the phenomenon of their splitting.

C. Homer’s illustration: “desire is at the very core of our being and as such it is essentially a relation of to lack; indeed, desire and lack are inextricably tied together” (72).
VII. Phallus

A. The phallus is the privileged signifier of that mark in which the role of the logos (speech) is joined with the advent of desire (1308).

B. Why the phallus is chosen (1308)?

1. It is the most tangible element in the real of sexual copulation

2. It is the most symbolic literally since it is equivalent there to the (logical) copula.

3. By virtue of its turgidity, it is the image of the vital flow as it is transmitted in generation.

C. The phallus can play its role when veiled→ the phallus is the signifier of Aufhebung (raising, abolition) itself, which it initiates by its disappearance (1308).  

1. The subject designates his being only by barring everything he signifies.

2. The subject in the primally repressed finds its signifier by receiving the mark of the repression of the phallus. 

D. The phallus and the Other 
The phallus is a signifier means that it is in the place of the Other that the subject has access to it. However, as the signifier is the ratio of the Other’s desire, the subject must recognize that he is divided by the signifying splitting (1308-09).
VIII. Sexual difference

A. Imaginary phallus:
If the desire of the mother is the phallus, the child wishes to be the phallus in order to satisfy that desire (the desire of the (m)Other). → the subject learns that the mother does not have the phallus→ the symptoms relating to castration complex take effect (1309). 
B. Feminine masquerade (1309-10)
1. In order to be the phallus (the signifier of the desire of the Other), a woman will reject part of femininity, namely, all her attributes in the masquerade…. But she finds the signifier of her own desire in the body of him to whom she addressed her demand of love. 
2. The femininity finds its refuge in this mask, by virtue of the fact of the Verdrangung (repression) inherent in the phallic mark of desire….
→ what the notion of masquerade foregrounds is not the essential identity of woman but rather the constructed nature of that identity (Homer 101).

C. How about men?

The man finds satisfaction for his demand for love in the relation with the woman, in as much the signifier of the phallus constitutes her as giving in love what she does not have--- conversely, his desire for the phallus will make its signifier emerge in its divergence toward ‘another woman’… either as a virgin or a prostitute (1310). 
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