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Some more general questions: 
1) How is Klein’s mechanism of splitting different from Lacan’s or our concepts of split identities.  

2) Do you agree that our infantile anxieties, as well as the accompanying hatred and fear of persecution and emptiness, can recur in our lives? 

3) Can we “read” so much out of infants? 

4) Do you agree that racism is related to psychotic projection and introjection? 
1. “Notes on Some Schizoid Mechanism”
I. Introduction –
1. Early infancy anxieties characteristic of psychosis—
i.  a baby involved in both introjection and project, as well as interactions between the two; 

ii. a baby is both aggressive and filled with persecutory fears 

2. anxieties drive the ego to develop specific defence mechanism.  

i. splitting the breast into good(gratifying) and bad(frustrating)

II. Certain Problems of the Early Ego -- The splitting of the object leads to splitting and dispersal of the ego itself (p. 132) 

1. Splitting in connection with projection and introjection 

--projection (133) for Freud: deflection of the death instinct outward; 

for Klein: “it helps the ego to overcome anxiety by ridding it of danger and badness.  Introjection of the good object is also used by the ego as a defence against anxiety.” 

· examples of projection and introjection: idealization and hallucinatory gratification. ( two processes (134) “the omnipotent conjuring up of the ideal object and situation, and the equally omnipotent annihilation of the bad persecutory object and the painful situation.  These processes are based on splitting both the object and the ego.   

2. a defence against persecutory fear: lead to “a confluence of oral, urethral and anal desires, both libidinal and aggressive.” (134) e.g. attacks on the mother –swallowing, suck dry, bite up her breast, or throwing excrement on her. 
3. projective identification: e.g. the mother becomes an ego ideal 

4. incomplete introjection: “With an unassimilated idealized object there goes a feeling that the ego has no life and no value of its own.” 

“normal personality” (136)—“the course of ego development and object relations depends on the degree to which an optimal balance between introjection and projection in the early stages of development can be achieved.  This in turn has a bearing on the integration of the ego and the assimilation of internal objects”   

III. Schizoid object relations
Schizoid personalitites: 1) projection of both fear, hatred and guilt onto another person to protect the loved one.  

“The violent splitting of the self and excessive projection have the effect that the person towards whom this process is directed is felt as a persecutor.  Since the destructive and hated part of the self which is split off and projected is felt as a danger to the loved object and therefore gives rise to guilt, this process implies a deflection of guilt from the self onto the other person.”  
2) narcissistic nature 

3) shrinking from people

4) a marked artificiality in their object relations  

IV. The Depressive Position in relation to the Paranoid-schizoid position

A ‘normal’ development: “anxieties lose its strength; objects become both less idealized and less terrifying.” 

V. Some Schizoid Defences  

--one example of a dream 
2. “Psychoanalysis, Racism and Anti-Racism” –Michael Ruskin
p. 187 The mechanism of psychotic thought =racism 
“the paranoid splitting of objects into the loved and hated, the suffusion of thinking processes by intense, unrecognized emotion, confusion between the self and object due to the splitting of the self and massive projective identification, and hatred of reality and truth. “ 
3. Other possible applications of Klein’s theories 

a. Citizen Kane ---the little sled called Rosebud –the representative of good objects, later used to attack its persecutor.  

b. “What the No-thing Isn’t” by Carson McCullers 

When we are lost what image tells? 

Nothing resembles nothing.  Yet nothing 

Is not blank.  It is configured Hell:

Of noticed clocks on winter afternoons, malignant stars, 

And with air between. 

The terror.  Is it of Space, of Time? 

Or the joined trickery of both conceptions? 

To the lost, transfixed among the self-inflicted ruins, 

All that is non-air (it this indeed is not deception)

Is agony immobilized.  While Time 

The endless idiot, runs screaming around the world.  (qtd Bois 114)  
