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Young generations nowadays have a lot of information about sex. However, they don’t really know the deeper meaning of sex. They only get the information through media, like movies and Internet. Besides, parents at home usually don’t say anything about sex, especially parents in Taiwan. Parents in Taiwan are like too conservative and traditional. So some of them feel a little embarrassed to talk about sex in front of their children. Therefore, young generations may all have a wrong concept about sex, which is a serious problem. If they don’t know what they are doing, the results of their wrongdoing may cause a lot more serious problem in the society we live in. In the following I will first talk about what have been the influence on the youth to make them on the wrong track. And then I will talk about the serious problems which result from the youth’s lack of knowledge of sex. Lastly I will talk about sex-education should be a full-time job.

Since parents don’t make an effort to show to their children what sex means, the youth can only get the information through the media or from the peers. The media is a primary impact on the youth. Even though some of the youth will not watch sexual programs on TV or Internet, they will still be informed and influenced by those who have watched. Actually, according to a survey released by Luo Wen-hui in “Young Lust,” “Ninety percent of high school students and more than sixty percent of middle school students in Taipei have seen sexual programs or publications or visited sexually explicit websites.  And that does have an adverse impact on the sexual outlook of children. Therefore, eventually, the influence of the peers and the media might outweigh that of parents.”  (Sinorama 27) 

Secondly, I will point out some statistics that show the serious problems resulting from the above factor (add endnote 1).  According to a survey conducted by the government’s Bureau of Health Promotion under the Department of Health, among the 1,673 respondents, seventy-two percent have experienced actual encounters with people they have met through the Internet chat rooms, online bulletin, board system, and ICQ, while twenty-eight percent say that they have even been intimate with their cyber mates. And speaking of one-night stands, about thirty-five percent of the interviewees have experienced one. What’s more surprising is that respondents under age eighteen replied that only forty-six percent of them used condoms during their one-night stands. On the contrary, for those over thirty years old, about sixty-one percent of the adults use condoms during sex. (Stephanie Chang) It is obvious that adults themselves know the importance of wearing condoms, but mostly adults won’t talk about anything relating to sax with their children. That’s why we have such conflicting percentages. And according to an annual poll of the attitudes of youth (aged 15-19) toward sex, which is conducted by The Department of Health’s Center for Population and Health Survey Research, over sixty percent of youth indicated that they took no contraceptive measures during their first sexual encounter. Some 40-50% of youth indicated that they had met with Internet acquaintances of the opposite sex. (Eric Lin) These data apparently gives you an idea of how bad the situations are and how urgently this should be changed.  

Lastly I want to focus on how sex education is a full-time job. First I want you to know that no matter how great the impact of media is on children, parents are still their children’s most important sex-ed teachers (add footnote 1). (Sinorama 27) As most children have almost no communication with their parents on the matter of sex (Eric Lin 10), they will tend to rely on the media to get that kind if information. Therefore, parents should keep their children on the right track and try to communicate with them on that matter now and then to keep their information about sex correct. According to the sex education guidelines developed by the U.S.-based Sexuality Information and Education Council, the sex education should begin early, when children are in primary school, and continue through adolescence. The teachers need to be trained, and the program should involve the community, parents, administrators, and religious leaders. (William R. Finger) According to what the above three experts have pointed out, I think the sex education should be a full-time job.

There are so many problems caused because of children’s lack of knowledge of sex. If we don’t want to allow this phenomenon to go on existing in our society, we need to know what causes the results and what to do to change this situation. Now that we already know the media is a big factor, and we all know that the main reason is that children lack of parents’ teachings, we have to work on the sex education more. Making sex education a full-time job of the parents, we will improve the level of our children’s concept about sex. And a full-time job of sex is not hard, all parents need to do is just to communicate with their children more on the matter of sex, try to know what they are thinking, and correct anything wrong about their concept of sex. Therefore, let’s make sex education a full-time job. 
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Endnote 1

Due to most of the sexual programming which replies that sex is merely animal gratification wholly divorced from love or marriage, more children tend to think that it is acceptable for them to have premarital sexual activity or to concurrently have several sexual partners. (Young Lust)

Footnote 1

Parents should first try to explain the meaning do “love” and “sex” rather than expect school and society to do that for them.

