[Keelung Night Market 4]
Never-Ceasing Night in Keelung: Its Advantages in Location
and Design

It is never too late to visit

Sam Zheng

Similar to the other night markets in Taipei, Keelung night has two common
advantages: strong reachability and commercial surroundings. However,
Keelung night market has two distinct features: its location near the beautiful

Keelung Harbor and its design for safety.

Advantage I: Strong Reachability by Train and Foot
Reachability is one of the fundamentals
which may sway your determination to
visit or not. Concerning Keelung night
market, it is near Keelung Train station
and it takes you approximately ten
minutes to reach there on foot. If you do
not want to walk, taxies are largely

available at the entrance of the station.

Concerning traffic safety, along the roads
to the night market, there is a line of
arcades, which separates visitors from the fast traffic lanes, and some
overpasses, substitutions for crosswalks for visitors. Even during the rainy
season, walking in the arcades can protect you from rain.

If you are driving, please note that most roads there are one-way and
narrow, and that the parking tower is a bit far from the night market.
Consequently, taking a train plus walking is strongly recommended, while

taking a taxis or driving the second-best choices.

Advantage II: Commercial Surroundings

Similar to Shiling and Sheda night market which are much-publicized for not
only food but also some groceries and entertaining facilities around, you can
go to Keelung night market not only for enjoying delicious food but also for
buying daily necessities. Around Keelung night market, some shops and
stands provide a supportive element, such McDonald, KFC, Hamburger King,
handmade accessories, Seven Eleven ,traditional clothes, and so on. These are
found along the roads to the night market or around it. Coming to the night

market is not simply for dinner or night snacks, but also daily necessities.
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Definitely, delicious food is the main focus in the market but you may have
“Obsessive compulsive disorder”. For instance, you go to the night market
and you may also want to visit these fast-food restaurants if there are new
things or the market is crowded. Sometimes you do not want to be squeezed
into, or you are bored of the fast food and you may want to go the night
market nearby for some traditional food. Therefore, these commercial

surroundings provide you with more choices.

Advantage III: Beautiful Keelung Harbor

After stuffing yourself with multifarious and delicious foods, do not
hasten to go home; go take a walk on the sidewalk along Keelung Harbor and
enjoy its beauties. At night, walking
along the sidewalk, you can see some
lights shining in the distance in the
mountain where the sign of Keelung
is shining. On the right hand side,
you can find some ships anchored
at the harbor and, further down,
some buildings emitting lights from
their windows. Especially, with the
wind blowing from the sea and

touching your face, you feel cool and

have a sense of relaxation. If you
have a girl- or boyfriend, it will be quite romantic when both of you walk

together hand in hand and side by side at the harbor.

Advantage IV : Don’t Worry, No Thief

In the market, you will notice there are some
monitors and loudspeakers hanging on the eaves;
i.e. the surveillant system and broadcasting
system of the night market. They are equipped to
supervise whether there are thieves and to keep
things in order. Therefore, you do not have to
worry about whether someone will steal your
purses or harass you and you are aware of it. Once
these incidents take place or these “people” are

discovered, police officers will come to your side.

Consequently, the market is very safe.
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Alas! Some Problems...

Being a traditional one, Keelung Night Market still has some disadvantages;
such as lack of organization of a night market, no commodious space for
eating food, invisible price lists and no washing room. Therefore, if Keelung
night market can further improve these disadvantages, it will definitely
attract more and more people from all over Taiwan to relish its distinct and
delicious foods.

Disadvantage and Improvement I: Lack of Organization

When you just enter the market, you will find the night market organized.
However, when you go much further inside, you will find yourself lost in the
“people jungle” without any signs or marks to tell your friends where you are.
At the entrance of the market, you will notice that some much-publicized
stands are arranged by the number while the other standswith common foods
like Fried rice noodles, Braised pork rice, Pigs blood cake are not. Maybe
this is what a traditional night market is Like: that the famous stands are
emphasized, while around them swarm the other common stands, some legal
and some illegal. However, the legal stands should be included in the
organization of the night market, while the illegal ones banned.The
government, therefore, should require all of the stands to register
themselves in order to be organized and numbered by the government .
Organization of the stands represents order of the night market, which, in
turn, provides visitors with a clear sense of their own location as well as an

overview of the night market.

Disadvantage and Improvement II: Not Enough Space for Relishing Your
Foods

After deciding what food you want to eat and sit down, suddenly there
is one visitor accidentally bumping your back and causing you to spill your
soup on your trousers. What do you think of it? Definitely, each stand wants
to have more visitors eat their foods in order to make money. Therefore,
sometimes stands may put their desks beyond the regulated space. As a result,
originally the street in the market is narrow enough, and then their ideas of
accommodating more visitors make the street much narrower by enlarging

their space selfishly. In addition, to find other places for visitors is another
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way to accommodate more visitors. Some stands may lead you to the place
where they consider appropriate but, as a matter of fact, is unsuitable or put
desks exceeding the regulated space in order to continue running their
business, such as the case of Ding-Bian-Cuo.

Therefore, to seek adequate space for each stand in order to make the
streets wider is a problem needing solving or negotiating between the
government and stands or among stands to give visitors convenient space.
The space extension is relevant to the organization of the night market
corresponding to the preceding improvement. Providing all of the managers
with their registered stands, the government can do space management to

distribute enough space for each stand depending upon its size and property.

Disadvantage and Improvement III: Price lists

In the night market, sometimes you may see some stands with no price
lists and you may be afraid whether the foods are quite expensive. Therefore,
your anxiety may cause you not to buy them. Some foods in Keelung night
market, especially priced according to its” weight like sea food and pork,
mostly give you general concept of prices which is hard to comprehend
unless you do really order them. You will absolutely understand the prices.
Consequently, clear and visible price lists are indispensable directions which
help you choose what they want to eat depending upon your budgets. In
order to circumvent unnecessary misunderstanding leading to quarrels, the
use of visible price lists is required for visitors to consult and make decisions
whether they are capable of affording certain prices.

In addition, when pricing their food, all the stands should not use the
measurement of fresh food market; in other words, the form of pricing food
by weight perplex customers because they can hardly estimate how much
they eat by “weight”; rather, they can relate more to the measurement of

“bowl,” “plate” and “bag” when they can see the sizes of these containers

Disadvantage and Improvement IV: Washing Room
Once you visit the market, you will notice that when you want to go to
the washing room, you can find it in fast-food restaurants. However, some
restaurants require provide such facilities only to their consumers. What
would you do? Keep holding it or?
The establishment of public facilities is
indicative of whether the government pays

attention to the sustainable development of a




night market; namely, the establishment of public facilities provides
convenience for visitors to meet their needs of washing rooms, trash cans or
wider roads for walk freely on. In Keelung night market, due to its limited
space, it is hard for the government to extend the space in order to establish
washing rooms for use. Thanks to its commercial surroundings, visitors can
go to some restaurants, such McDonald’s, KFC, Hamburger King, and so on,
to borrow washing rooms. It is another alternative to deal with this problem.
Or, providing outhouses for use is the most effective way to tackle this

problem so far.

Local Consumers’” Opinions

Perhaps, simply reading this magazine will not give you any real
experience in visiting Keelung Night Market. However, don’t worry! We will
give you opinions of how consumers think of this night market in order to
give a general overview. We pass down our questionnaires via e-mail to
students studying in National Taiwan Ocean University, which is located near
Keelung night market, approximately 15-munite walk,. There are nineteen
male students and eleven female student respondents in our collected
questionnaires. Just take a look at their choices and responses to Keelung
night market.

Regarding the frequency of their visiting the night market, most of the
consumers said once or twice a week. Basically, they often go there by
motorcyclesand mostly due to their friends” invitation. Though being close
to the night market, they don’t go there oftener, because, as you can see below,
the foods there are too salty or oily and the streets, too crowded. If it is not on

a special day or for a special occasion, they will not visit there frequently.

However, do you know what motivates them to visit the night market?
For 23 out of 30 students, it is the delicious foods, though this motivation
seems to conflict with their low visiting frequency. Furthermore, they all have

their favorite foods, like Spareribs Soup, Pao-Pao Ice, Tempura, and so on.

What is strange is that most of the respondents agree that they go there
for delicious foods, but they also criticize the foods for being too salty, oily,
ordinary, and unsatisfactory. However, they still go. If the foods are not
delicious enough, why do they still go to there? One possible reason is that

it is the whole commercial circle that meets their various needs. Some
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students said that they may take a walk to the surroundings after having their
dinner, or go there to buy daily necessities as another route after visiting the
market. Furthermore, for female students, these surroundings are
indispensable. where they go to regularly for cosmetics, clothes or CDs, and
soon. Inaword, for local residents, the night market is treated as a place

they go to for foods, while the surroundings meet their other needs.

Another reason for the relative low visit frequency is that the majority of
students, though liking the foods, think some improvements should be made
on the Keelung night market. For instance, they all point out that prices (50
dollars at least) are too high for them to afford. If we compare the average
prices of foods in Keelung night market with other markets in Taipei, this
complaint is affirmed indeed. (not mentioned) In addition, the narrow streets
is another problem in need of improvement, for they cannot accommodate
huge numbers of visitors at one time, especially on the weekends. Last but not
the least, the respondents also pointed out a problem we have discussed
above: the lack of public facilities such as washing rooms.

In spite of high prices, insufficient services, and oily, salty foods in the
night market, the students still go there and do have their own favorite foods.
They indicate that the foods there represent the value of traditional foods. In
the past, life was harsh and most people there were laborers who sweat
through their work. Therefore, their foods should contain much salt to supply
them with sodium and make them feel energetic instead of feeling listless or
crampy. In other words, these traditional foods had their standards of oil and
salt which reflect the health concern of the past. (hard to understand, or
repetitions)

These local students’ responses, of course, cannot account for every
consumer’s opinion of the night market. However, their responses remind us
of the current situation of the night market, its advantages and disadvantages.

The results of the questionnaires are for your reference (see the last page).

My Foot is Stuck in Keelung Night Market

According to the result of our observation and questionnaires, Keelung
Temple night market does have things to improve on: such as: lack of space,
hygiene, and lack of rest room. These are actually some problems most of
the night markets in Taiwan share; it’s just that some night markets have
more space to expand, and less tradition to be tied to than Keelung Miaokow.

However, Keelung does have its unique charm: being close to some historical
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sites such as Jiou-fen and Dutch District, located at temple front and by a
harbor, having some unique Taiwanese foods originating here.

Now, do you want to visit here? If you are foreigners, come and visit
Keelung night market as an example of Taiwan’s liveliness. If you live here
and know all kinds of convenient transportations, you simply cannot refuse a
chance to come for some of the following options. If you like traditional
flavors such as noodle and rice food, you get it here! If you love fresh seafood,
just come and enjoy all kinds of fish and crabs. If you are having a diet, don’t
worry, because here you can find everything you need such as fruit and juice.
What about the crowd? Just relax and feel the flow besides you! There is
always someone to lead you to your seat. And if not, remember to look
around for a seat on the stairs of the temple. Last but not the least, after your
night market trip, don’t forget to stroll by the harbor a to enjoy a peaceful
view at the mountain, the ships and Keelung at rest.

So, it’s your turn to come here! Welcome and enjoy! Stick around and

have fun!

Appendix: The Questionnaire

Hi! We are students from English Language and Literature Dept. at Fu Jen
Catholic University. Now, we are working on our E-Magazine Project,
KeeLung Night Market. Please spend time briefly answering the following
questions. Your answers will be highly appreciated. Thank you!

197 BA TSR SCRIVER A » BB MM B R AR TS - JRAE
P/ DR TIRFEIESRAMINE I Tan O TR  SSHA 5 2 B B BT THER S RO R 1) - !
Answering in either English or Chinese is acceptable. Tt a7 Bl H1 a7 [B]E 1] »
SEERG TR SRR S R (S sl T s >
- - BESERE A AR TIF BT, utada_hikaru_sam@yahoo.com.tw °

Age:18~ 23
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Job: Mainly students

Gender: o0 Male (19) o Female (11)

How long have been living in Keelung? {RAZfZEZ A 17?
0l1~2(18) ©02~3 o(12) 3~ 4 oabove

o once a week(12) o twice aweek(12) o0 more than twice a week(6) ©

everyday 0 never

1.

Do you think the location of the night market is strongly reachable?

IREe R AP AT P VIR 2 (B A B T RS

O yes(28) © no(2)

What transportation means do you usually take to reach there?

IR AT 2GE TR ?

PESEEL(26) AEL()

What's motive for causing you to go there?

AR U R AT EI R HHEE? (BANZRPE - s KIRES)

IZBRP5 (20), HAKHR(9), #RRRILFAEE1)

BUCSENRBEAEAE - HATEAM - EREHEKIRE - X -

What foods impress you a great deal in the night market?

A A BVIREIRF R 7 (B AREIIK. )

WK PR, R—&MAR - —OFE, XiefkE BR=91 wbkaik

=5iEs, AR

Whether foods all meet your needs for various flavors? Why?
BRI VI IRASERT G URA T 222 (B AT AR R) Rt TE?

O yes(3) O no(27)

Eﬂ% 75% f\igﬁ

Do you think commercial surroundings will make the night market more
attractive? Why?

AIF5 B RS M (AT AN BRI 2 Rt

O yes(24) O n0(6)

Do you consider the night market needs some improvements? E.g. public
facilities, crowded space... and so on.

TREE R AT BRGNS ? (AN SR - ol 2= . 555

m yes(29) m no(l)
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8. What is your opinion on food prices? Cheap, so-so, or expensive?

IREFAOTREE A SRR L? (FH - B s e RE?

Expensive (29) No idea (1)

BEIX - #5250 Sk -

9. What are your favorite foods?

(A8 T=R NN p e p Al el

HHUK(18), BERAEE, WANER = TEETE (11)

10. Do you think Keelung night market has its own unique features,
compared with the others in Taiwan? In what aspects?

ERIA A HARA T ELAEAC - (RRE R IR A BRI R (i ? (CE AR

.. S )AENE 5TAT ?

0 yes(23) o no(6)

PSR Er - AW HL A I TR o ASLHOMES « BT - People Mountain People

Sea °
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