Junior Composition and Conversation 2004 S 

Graduate Program Description

I. Graduate Program: 
MA
          Department of English
                       Michigan State University
II. Program Description: 
The Department of English at Michigan State University offers a two-year M.A. in literatures in English. The M.A. degree gives students a comprehensive grounding in critical theory, literature across a range of periods, research methodologies and language study. It is designed to develop the skills associated with literary scholarship and criticism, thus serving those who wish to continue on to the doctorate as well as those who wish to deepen their understanding of literature while pursuing or preparing for careers in other fields. At the end of the second year, students either complete a thesis or sit an examination covering their course work. After one year of course work at the M.A. level, students may apply for direct admission into the Ph.D. program.
III. Requirements:
All applicants must 

1. Hold a baccalaureate degree in English or a related field.
2. Completed a minimum of 20 semester credits in English courses, exclusive of freshman composition, with a grade-point average of at least 3.50.

3. Completed two years of study in a foreign language at the college level. 

4. Complete an application to Michigan State University and submit the required application fee.

5. Have the results of the Graduate Record Examination (GRE) General Test forwarded to the department.

6. Submit a personal statement of 750 to 1000 words. 

7. Submit a writing sample that reflects aptitude for critical and scholarly writing. This might include one long research project or several shorter scholarly papers.

8. Submit three letters of reference. 

9. Submit two copies of official transcripts to the department.
10. An international applicant is required to have fulfilled the University's English language proficiency requirement in one of the following three ways: 
A. Have a total score of 600 or above on the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) with no subscore below 55 and have the approval of the English Language Center. 

B. Have an average score of 85 or higher on the Michigan English Language Assessment Battery with no subscore below 83 and have the approval of the English Language Center. 

C. Have an average score of 85 or higher on the English Language Center Test with no subscore below 83 and have the approval of the English Language Center. 
IV. Contact information:
1. Contact person: 

Judith Roof

Associate Chair, Graduate Programs 

roof@msu.edu 

2.  Address: 

Graduate Programs 

Department of English 

201 Morrill Hall 

Michigan State University 

East Lansing, MI 48824 

3.  Phone: 517-355-7570 

4.  Fax: 517-353-3755 

5.  E-mail:engdept@msu.edu 

