Some Quotations of Edgar Allan Poe

"As an individual, I myself feel impelled to fancy ... a limitless succession of Universes.... Each exists, apart and independently, in the bosom of its proper and particular God."
Edgar Allan Poe (1809-1849), U.S. author. Eureka, George P. Putnam (1848). Sealing the universe from noxious influences.
"We have ... a thirst unquenchable, to allay which he has not shown us the crystal springs. This thirst belongs to the immortality of Man.... It is no mere appreciation of the Beauty before us—but a wild effort to reach the Beauty above."
Edgar Allan Poe (1809-1849), U.S. author. "The Poetic Principle," Sartain's (1850). Other-worldly beauty—Poe's first and enduring love.

"If the propositions of this Discourse are tenable, the "state of progressive collapse" is precisely that state in which alone we are warranted in considering All Things."
Edgar Allan Poe (1809-1849), U.S. author. Eureka, George P. Putnam (1848). The cosmos collapsing into the "original unity."

"The boundaries which divide Life from Death are at best shadowy and vague. Who shall say where the one ends, and where the other begins?"
Edgar Allan Poe (1809-1845), U.S. poet, critic, short-story writer. The Premature Burial (1844).

"In the Original Unity of the First Thing lies the Secondary Cause of All Things, with the Germ of their Inevitable Annihilation."
Edgar Allan Poe (1809-1849), U.S. author. Eureka, George P. Putnam (1848). The thesis of the creation and the destruction of the universe.

"The rudiment of verse may, possibly, be found in the spondee."
Edgar Allan Poe (1809-1849), U.S. author. "The Rationale of Verse," American Review (1846). Searching for basic elements

"It glows with the light 
Of the love of my Annie— 
With the thought of the light 
Of the eyes of my Annie."
Edgar Allan Poe (1809-1849), U.S. poet. For Annie (l. 99-102). . . Complete Poems and Selected Essays [Edgar Allan Poe]. Richard Gray, ed. (1993) Everyman.

"Beauty of whatever kind, in its supreme development, invariably excites the sensitive soul to tears."
Edgar Allan Poe (1809-1845), U.S. poet, critic, short-story writer. "The Rationale of Verse," The Pioneer (March 1843).

"When the light was extinguished, 
She covered me warm, 
And she prayed to the angels 
To keep me from harm—"
Edgar Allan Poe (1809-1849), U.S. poet. For Annie (l. 79-82). . . Complete Poems and Selected Essays [Edgar Allan Poe]. Richard Gray, ed. (1993) Everyman.

"A lunatic may be "soothed,"... for a time, but in the end, he is very apt to become obstreperous. His cunning, too, is proverbial, and great.... When a madman appears thoroughly sane, indeed, it is high time to put him in a straight jacket."
Edgar Allan Poe (1809-1849), U.S. author. The superintendent of the asylum, in "The System of Doctor Tarr and Professor Fether," Graham's Magazine (1845). On rebellion in the madhouse.
"Helen, thy beauty is to me 
Like those Nicean barks of yore,"
Edgar Allan Poe (1809-1849), U.S. poet. To Helen (l. 1-2). . . Complete Poems and Selected Essays [Edgar Allan Poe]. Richard Gray, ed. (1993) Everyman.
"We now demand the light artillery of the intellect; we need the curt, the condensed, the pointed, the readily diffused—in place of the verbose, the detailed, the voluminous, the inaccessible. On the other hand, the lightness of the artillery should not degenerate into pop-gunnery—by which term we may designate the character of the greater portion of the newspaper press—their sole legitimate object being the discussion of ephemeral matters in an ephemeral manner."
Edgar Allan Poe (1809-1845), U.S. poet, critic, short-story writer. repr. In The Centenary Poe, ed. Montagu Slater (1949). "Magazine Literature," Marginalia (1844-1849).
