Study and Discussion Questions on Gettysburg Address
1. In the "Gettysburg Address" Lincoln makes a moral issue out of a political act. What specific language does he use--and what are the connotations/denotations of that language--to give what has happened or will happen in the physical world a spiritual significance? 
2. Lincoln’s "Second Inaugural Address" moves logically from division to reconciliation. Trace the main steps in this movement, and in doing so explain how the "Second Inaugural Address" combines reason, emotion, and religious imagery to have its effect. 

3. What do you make of the lack of obvious emotion in Whitman's poetry? 

4. Melville believed that poetry (and fiction) might instruct people in ways politics could not. How is that belief present in his poetry? 

5. One critic has said that Melville reflects depression and desperation in many of his themes; thus, promoting the philosophy that the hope of the world lies in man himself. How might this be present in his prose and poetry? 

6. Whitman's poetry is an example of the literary school of thought or style known as 'realism.' In what ways are the poems more 'true to life' than, say, Hawthorne or Poe? 

7. By both Civil War-era standards and modern ones, the Second Inaugural is a short speech -- three fairly brief paragraphs and one long one. In the long paragraph, Lincoln describes the human experience of the Civil War itself; it is the only paragraph to do so. In what terms does Lincoln describe the war? What repeated patterns do you observe in this section of the speech? How do these patterns prepare for or harmonize with the structure of the one-sentence paragraph that closes the address? 
8. . The House Divided speech, delivered in the Illinois Republican State Convention about seven years before the Second Inaugural, includes sequences of very short paragraphs -- "sound bytes," as we call them now. How might we explain this difference in rhetorical strategies? In what ways were the historical moment and situation different? Comparing the two speeches, do you see any similarities in sentence structure? If so, describe those similarities. 
9. What kinds of diction does Lincoln favor? What rhetorical options does he avoid or use sparingly? Compare the final two sentences on the Second Inaugural. Which seems to you more typical of Lincoln's style? Why? 
10. Read lines 101 through 139 as a single unit; then read lines 140 through 192 in the same way. Is there a tonal difference between these sections? By what logic, or by what sequence of perceptions, does the latter section follow the former? What has been resolved, or at least granted approval, which allows Whitman to tour American experience in lines 140 through 192? 

11. Lines 257 through 325 affirm that a vast variety of Americans, of all races and creeds, are understood and empathized with by the "I, Walt Whitman" who speaks in this poem. Describe this "I," and comment on the risks that are taken in making such affirmations.
3. In lines 381 through 435, Whitman favors shorter lines; in lines 714 through 796, he moves back to very long ones. What connections do you sense between line length, subject, and mood in Song of Myself? 

12. At various points in the poem, Whitman chides himself for saying too much, tarrying too long, or digressing from some greater subject. When he enacts departure at the end of Song of Myself, where is he going? How does this urge to move, to speak, and to stop speaking create tension, or even suspense, within the poem? 
13. Notice that Whitman's "Song of Myself" begins with "I" and ends with "you." To what extent can the poem be understood as a transaction from an "I" (eye?) to a "you"? Consider too the first activity of the "I" in this regard: he loafs and observes a spear (why a single spear?) of summer grass. In what sense is this observation typical of the movement leading from "I" to "you"? 
14. Whitman has often been accused of being egotistical. Discuss his use of "I" and its relation to the country at large. Why does he appear egotistic? What is his purpose? 
15. What is Whitman's view of his physical self? Why does he stress it so much? 
16. Discuss Whitman's poetry as a culmination point in the development of American identity. How does Whitman contribute to the ongoing evolution of self-reliance? of human freedom? of concepts of democracy? 
17. In the Preface Whitman states that American itself is the greatest poem. How is this idea played out/explored in "Song of Myself"? 

18. What, according to Whitman’s Preface, is so unique about Americans? How does the poet make this idea manifest in "Song of Myself" ? 
19. Describe the physical journey the speaker in "Song of Myself" takes (where he goes/who he sees/what he does). What are the most important/most critical parts? Why? 

20. One way to interpret the poem is that in one part the speaker comes to know himself (1-29), and in the remainder of the poem he comes to know others (30-38), then god or spirituality, (42-50), then the one-ness of all these. What are some key examples that might support this interpretation? 

21. The central metaphor of the unity of the self with all other selves; the blending of prose fiction and lyric verse; the remarkable, use of sex and sexual imagery; the stress on the physical self; making the city and urban conditions suitable settings for poetry; all were firsts for "Song of Myself," Whitman, and American poetry. These deeply influenced poets and prose writers that followed—to this day. Find a particularly powerful example of each. 

