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It's difficult to imagine Robert Frost, Rudyard Kipling, or William Faulkner as people who needed literary advice. Writers throughout the world looked to them for guidance, admiring and emulating their working their own prose. 

But these acclaimed writers once were pupils themselves, students who looked to wordsmiths who came before them for inspiration. And for many, that inspiration flowed from the pen of Edgar Allan Poe. 

Most general audiences know Poe only as the author of the famous poem The Raven, finding his name in offhand memories from high school English and college literary lectures. But Poe's legacy is much deeper. It was Poe who created the detective novel with his character C. Auguste Dupin in the short story "The Murders in the Rue Morgue," inspiring Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's legendary Sherlock Holmes mysteries and even the television character Columbo. Poe used the theme of the "double self" before the term "split personality" was invented. He knew what the "death wish" was years before Sigmund Freud defined it and knew how to create suspense before the first psycho-thriller crossed the editing table. 

Countless writers list him as one of the most influential scribes in history, a recognition Poe never lived to receive personally. Days before he died in 1849 at the age of 40, Poe was found dirty, indigent, and in a state of despaired delirium. He couldn't have known that after his death he would find the professional respect and following he desperately sought during his life. 
Rediscovering Poe 

It is ironic that the manuscripts Poe found difficult to sell when he was alive now are labeled as some of the most prized works of any American author and used as the foundation for generations of aspiring authors and poets. His literature also has inspired thoughtful studies by researchers in the humanities, including Lois Vines, a professor of modern languages at Ohio University, who "rediscovered" Poe as a doctoral student in France. During her studies, she was surprised by the frequent references French authors made to Poe, an author she had known only from a smattering of high school and undergraduate reading. 

"I was intrigued," she says. "Poe is unique in literary history; no other author has had so much worldwide influence on different literary genres." 

Remnants of Vines' fascination with Poe cover her office in the form of scattered papers and books waiting to be reshelved, the only evidence in the otherwise meticulous room of her hectic work schedule. Vines devoted the past two years to an extensive study of Poe's impact on foreign writers, condensing Poe's life and literary legacy into a mere 300 pages of text.  

The work has culminated in Vines' second book on Poe, Poe Abroad: Influence, Reputation, Affinities, to be published by the University of Iowa Press this fall in honor of the 150th anniversary of Poe's death. The book is a collection of essays that document Poe's impact on the manifold literatures and writers of the world, including contributions from more than 20 scholars who illustrate Poe's importance to many of the major literary figures of the last 150 years. 
Leaving a legacy 

It has been said that no one would be more surprised about Poe's worldwide influence and recognition than Poe himself. He was shunned by the literary circles of his time and written off as merely a crazy drunk, a neurotic who lacked even a shred of talent. Beginning with his actress mother, Elizabeth Arnold Hopkins, Poe had a tendency to become attached to women who died young - his foster mother and his cousin and wife, Virginia - creating his deep obsession with gaining and keeping affection from women, which can be seen in his writing. 

But because of his use of imagination and his diving into the grotesque, the absurd, and darkness of dreams, he is linked with the creation of the surrealism movement and, from his staunch ideas on writing, inspired whole new genres to acquire the fame and fortune that eluded him. The famous pseudo-science fiction writer Jules Verne lists Poe as his main inspiration, as have other foreign writers, including Jorge Luis Borges, Franz Kafka, and the contemporary author Carlos Fuentes. As American author Joyce Carol Oates put it, "Who has not been influenced by Poe?"  

Global respect 

Poe's work eventually began to receive the acclaim he so desired, but this belated admiration wasn't found in his home country of America. While many in American literary circles shunned him during his life and for years after his death, a "Poe cult" arose in France and spread to Russia, Croatia, Scandinavia, Portugal, Estonia, Germany, Austria, Poland, Spain, England, Japan, China, and Latin America. Japanese writer of detective stories Harai Taro was so infatuated with Poe's writing, he used the pen name Edogawa Rampo, the Japanese pronunciation of Edgar Allan Poe. "People who were interested in literature in the late 1800s would somehow get their hands on Poe's works," Vines says. "It was a surprise to find how widespread his influence was." 

Poe Abroad details Poe's steady rise in reputation, beginning with the first translations off his work into French by the world-renowned author and poet Charles Baudelaire. Had it not been for Baudelaire's love of Poe and his five volumes of translations, Poe might have been another forgotten genius. 

People identified with Poe and sympathized with him. They felt he was misunderstood and a martyr of American society, Vines says. "Budding writers in many cultures were inspired by his story - his struggle to make a living, and his lack of literary appreciation." 

Poe Abroad was a huge undertaking for Vines. The project called for extensive detective work to find Poe scholars throughout the world. Vines spent months sending letters and e-mail messages while working with scholars from around the world who were researching Poe's influence on their own languages and literatures. In addition to editing the volume, she contributed three chapters dealing with Poe's influence in France. "I really think this is an important topic and begs a second volume," she says. "Poe had more influence throughout the world than any other American writer."  

