Focused Topic 1

Voice Control Practice I—Pronunciation & Tongue Twisters
(Adapted and cited from Don Gilleland’s Public Speaking for a Specific Purpose XIV—XX)
1.Vowels 

	Betty Botter bought some butter, but she said “The butter’s bitter. If I put it in the batter, it’ll make my batter bitter.” So, ‘tis better Betty Botter put a bit of better butter. 


/oun/
	Paul Brown pounded and shouted around the town.  He found the town had gone to the town opposite the pond to empower the dowager to drown the expounding Paul Brown.  Yes, pond-not pound.


/^/

	A sudden thunderstorm sunk Uncle into the dumps so he supped a dozen or so cups of buttered rum to wash down mustard, onion, curry buns with nut.  Uncle shovels this ugly stuff in to his gut with unusual gusto.


2.Consonants

/r/

	Rain ran unrestrained; in torrents and trickles it rained, creating creeks and converting crinkles of earth into raging rivers.


/th/

	My father breathed some rather bothersome lather into the gathers of his leathery weathered beard. My brother’s lithe humor withered when my father’s face was wreathed with lather.


/th/

	Timothy thought this path the most ruthless but thoroughly breathtaking, certainly worthy of this mammoth effort.  


/s/

	Saturdays and Sundays, Cicely Sissorson’s sole solace is cetaceans sliding silently and effortlessly into her stomach.


/z/

	Zazzoo’s xylophone, poised unwisely to zap the sleazy zither as it zigged and zagged towards the resident of the zoo.


/sh/

	A shrill shriek shocked the usually cautious Shirley, but she shouldn’t be too shook up.


/ge/

	The beige garage with rouge and azure camouflage, meant to be pleasurable mirage, looks more like a profusion of confusions, a lesion to the vision, a seizure caused by exposure, and a fusion of corrosion and implosion.


/ch/

	Charles Archibald chewed poached chops, cheese sandwiches with chives, the choicest chutney, and perch chowder, while from the picturesque church, the choir chanted and charming church bells chimed.


/dge/

	Judge Dodge gently urged journalist engaged not to badger General George and the engineer James Hodges, jointly charged with perjury.


