Voice Control Practice II—Volume, Rate, Pitch

In addition to your pronunciation and enunciation, which we practiced in the previous unit, you can control your voice by changing your volume, rate, and pitch.  You will sound more effective and expressive if you use your voice control well.  

(Cited from Getting Started in Public Speaking by Payne, p.p.48—51)

Volume refers to how loud or soft your voice is, you can stress certain words by increasing your voice volume.  You can vary your volume to “punch” certain words and change their meanings.
Exercise 1: Punching (punch the italic words.)

1. The photographer took my picture.

2. The photographer took my picture.

3. The photographer took my picture.

Rate refers to the speed of your speech.  Sentences or phrases can be spoken rapidly to express anger, excitement, or impatience; while slow rate may convey feelings of caution, fatigue, or other moods.  In addition to rapid or slow or varied speed, pauses (/ for short pauses, //for long pauses), especially pauses for framing (pausing slightly before and after a word or phrase) can emphasize your messages and create dramatic effects.  
Exercise 2: Rapid, Slow, Varied Speed 
Rats!

They fought the dogs and killed the cats,


And bit the babies in the cradles,

And ate the cheeses out of the bats,


And licked the soup from the cook’s own ladles,

Split open the kegs of salted sprats,

Made nests inside men’s Sunday hats,

And even spoiled the women’s chats


By drowning their speaking


With shrieking and squeaking

In fifty different sharps and flats.
Exercise 3: Pauses (1-2), Framing (3-5)
1. I have nothing to offer but blood toil tears and sweat.

2. You ask What is our aim I can answer in one word Victory victory at all costs victory in spite of all terror victory however long and hard the road may be for without victory there is no survival.

3. The jeweler said he would put the bracelet aside for me for a slight fee.

4. You might call America’s hockey team an underdog since no player was over the age of twenty.  

5. To a real student this assignment offers many challenges.

Pitch refers to your control of the highness or lowness of your voice.  You can establish patterns of changes within your natural voice range, and these patterns are called inflection.  
Try to see if you can alter your pitch to reflect the implied meaning of the phrase “Four dollars”: 

1. Four dollars (Is that all?)

2. Four dollars (That’s what it costs.)

3. Four dollars (not five)

