Sample Persuasive Speech: 

“Volunteering at a Soup Kitchen” (Verderber 290-293)
Outline

Speech Goal: I want my audience to volunteer to work at a soup kitchen.

Introduction

I
. Imagine not knowing where your next meal is coming from 
II. For many people in Cincinnati, this is a tragic reality
 

Thesis Statement: You should volunteer to work at one of Cincinnati’s soup kitchens because volunteering meets an important need, takes little time, is easy on the pocketbook, and provides great satisfaction.

Body

I. Volunteering at an Over the Rhine soup kitchen meets an important need.

A. volunteers are essential to the running of nonprofit organizations.


B. Running Over the Rhine soup kitchens requires 10,000 volunteer hours a year.

(You can help to meet this need relatively easily.)

II. Volunteering at an Over the Rhine soup kitchen takes very little time.


A. Volunteering will cost you a couple of hours at most.


B. Think of this time as a much deserved break from your studies in order to help someone very much in need.

(But some of you might be wondering whether getting there will cost you money you don’t have.)
III. Volunteering at a soup kitchen costs you little if any money


A. Since Over the Rhine is in close proximity to campus, transportation costs are low.

1. You can get to two major soup kitchens by bus for around a dollar round-trip.



2. Perhaps you can go with two or three other people by car.


B. Actually you can get to a soup kitchen at no cost to you.



1. Most kitchens are willing to provide transportation.



2.Virgil Bolden (Over the Rhine director ) says, “I’ll get you here.”
(So you can see that volunteering doesn’t require a lot of time and is easy on the pocketbook.  Now let’s see what the act of volunteering does for you.)

IV. Volunteering at the soup kitchen will make you feel good about yourself.

A. Many people volunteer regularly because of the values they see for themselves.


B. My experience verifies the feelings of satisfaction from volunteering.



1. You’ll see the satisfaction it brings to others.



2. You’ll feel good about yourself taking the time to give.

Conclusion

I. With the rising number of people who are homeless and hungry in Cincinnati, we cannot expect that their needs will be met if we don’t do something about it.

II. I implore you to give just a few hours of your time serving others at a soup kitchen—it’s not too much to ask.

Sources

Experience: Volunteering at Over the Rhine soup kitchen three times.

Interview: Pastor Henry Zorn, LCR 11/29/98.
Interview:  Kerri Hughes, LPN, RN, Christ Hospital, 11/26/98.

Internet: Walnut Hills/Over the Rhine Soup Kitchens.  Nov. 1998.  Available: angelfire.com/biz2/whotr

Internet: The Total Living Center Ministries, Inc.  Nov. 1998 Available: totalliv.com/soup_kitchens.htm.

Van Biema, David.  “Can Charity Fill the Gap?” Time December 4, 1995, pp. 44-53.
Sample Speech

“Volunteering at a Soup Kitchen

Imagine for a moment that you have not eaten for three days.  Your minimum wage earnings barely covered this month’s rent.  It’s the end of the month, and you’re wondering where your next meal is going to come from.  It’s unpleasant to think about, but for many people in Cincinnati, this is a tragic reality.


But you can help.  I
 would propose that you should volunteer at a soup kitchen.  It meets an important need, it requires a small margin of your time, it requires less than a dollar , and it provides great satisfaction.

Volunteering at a soup kitchen meets an important need.  Both the Walnut Hills and Over the Rhine soup kitchen directors agree that “Volunteers are essential to the success of this nonprofit, need-based organization.”  In fact, according to Executive Director Rev. Bokenkotter, “Because nearly 100,000 meals are prepared yearly to be served at the two soup kitchen locations, an average of 10,000 volunteer hours are required.”
 So we see the need is great, but you can help meet that need relatively easily
.


Volunteering at a soup kitchen requires very little time.  Mary Ellen  Kajawa, Walnut Hills director, explains that “Volunteers spend from two to three hours there preparing and serving meals to people who are homeless, working poor, and of low income.”  Think of it, for just two hours or so of your time, an amount that gives you a much deserved break from your studies, you can help make or serve a meal to someone very much in need at the soup kitchen.  Pastor Henry Zorn, at Lutheran Church of the Resurrection, reinforces the idea that college students make ideal volunteers for this type of outreach ministry since their schedules tend to be flexible
.  This brings me to my next point: money.

Volunteering at the soup kitchen requires a dollar or less of our own money.  Most of us live on or near campus, and the Over the Rhine area is in close proximity.  Well, you might ask, “What is the dollar for?” It’s for the cost of the bus or gas money. When I go, I go with members from my church.  So it is conceivable that no money is necessary.  If you sincerely wish to serve at the soup kitchen, but don’t have transportation, give Virgil Bolden, the Over the Rhine director, a call, because he says, “I’ll get you here.”  So there you have it—if coming up with a dollar was a consideration before, it should not be one now!

Volunteering at the soup kitchen provides great satisfaction.  When was the last time you did something for someone without expecting anything in return? As for myself, it’s been a long time.  It’s easy to get wrapped up in the everyday life and everthing that goes on with that.  We forget how privileged we are and how much we take for granted.  We don’t usually have to worry about where our next meal is coming from.  According to Pastor Don Bartow, founder of the Total Living Center Ministries, “The biggest influx of needy people has been in the last year; we give away over 600 bags of groceries a month.” Kerri Hughes, a nurse who works at Christ Hospital and has been volunteering every other month at the Over the Rhine soup kitchen for five years says, “I look forward to working at the soup kitchen.  I am reminded when I see those people’s faces of the many things I take for granted and how fortunate I am.  I am so glad I am able to help people in need.” My own experiences at volunteering validate her observation.  I find tremendous satisfaction in helping others.  


From personal experience, I can guarantee you that if you go—if you’re able to spend a dollar and the two hours it takes to serve these people at the soup kitchen—you will receive the benefits from it.  You will receive satisfaction from helping someone.  With the vast number of people who are homeless and hungry in Cincinnati, you cannot expect that this need can be met without our doing something about it.  I implore you to at least consider devoting one dollar and two hours of your time to serve meals to the hungry at the soup kitchen.  It’s not too much to ask
.  
�Attention Getter--Concrete description to urge the audience to put themselves in the shoes of the needy


�Need to justify the proposal


�Thesis statement with preview.


�Solid proofs with data quoted from authority.


�Good conclusion for the data and transition to motivate the audience.


�Tailor to the audience to motivate them.


�Conclusion: re-emphasizes the need, summaries how little it costs, and urge for a clear action to be taken.  





