Introduction to Literature 2006 Spring
Mid-Term Exam 
Section A Kate Liu 

* Altogether you should answer 7 questions.  Total score: 101
I. Close Analysis-- Choose 3 (36 %)
	Choose 3 of the following excerpts and analyze the excerpts by discussing 

1) a. poetry:  what ideas are expressed and how (through what techniques); (8 %)

OR 

b. narrative: how the ideas are characteristics of the characters who speak them, or the ones they describe;  (8%) 

2) their contexts.  (4%) 




1) I was in a kind of agony. I was right on the point of coming out with the words, "Lloyd, I'm a pauper myself - absolutely penniless, and in debt!" But a white-hot idea came flaming through my head, and I gripped my jaws together, and calmed myself down till I was as cold as a capitalist. Then I said, in a commercial and self-possessed way:
     "I will save you, Lloyd--"
	* Henry knows that his name alone can help Lloyd promote his mining business. 

* context: Turning point: he starts to make money, too.   



2)    [Wilson] was looking at the ground. "Married!"  He was not a student of chivalry; it was merely that in the presence of this foreign condition he was a simple child of the earlier plains. He picked up his starboard revolver, and placing both weapons in their holsters, he went away. His feet made funnel-shaped tracks in the heavy sand.
	The dying of the Old West and its loner/cowboy and gun-fight tradition; even Wilson has products of the East on him.  
* context: beginning -- As the Pullman is rushing West, “all were sweeping into the east, sweeping over the horizon, a precipice.” End: the defeat of a cowboy by a nobody from the East.  “heavy sand”


3) O Attic shape! Fair attitude! with brede
            Of marble men and maidens overwrought,
          With forest branches and the trodden weed;
            Thou, silent form, dost tease us out of thought
          As doth eternity: Cold Pastoral!
	* apostrophizing the urn, which is compared to something inanimate: shape, attitude, etc, unlike the ‘maid’ and ‘historian’ it is compared to at the beginning.  

* context: the end of a spiritual journey into the urn, in which the speaker first apostrophizes the figures on the urn, and then imagines what happens before and after such frozen moments. (This is an empathic process)  At the end, the speaker distances himself and addresses the urn as a whole.     


4) ``My fingers,'' said Elizabeth, ``do not move over this instrument [piano] in the masterly manner which I see so many women's do.  They have not the same force or rapidity, and do not produce the same expression.  But then I have always supposed it to be my own fault -- because I would not take the trouble of practising.  It is not that I do not believe ‘my’ fingers as capable as any other woman's of superior execution.''
Darcy smiled, and said, ``You are perfectly right.  You have employed your time much better.  No one admitted to the privilege of hearing you, can think any thing wanting.  We neither of us perform to strangers.''
	* 1. Elizabeth implies that Darcy needs to practice his social skills just as she, her piano skills; 

2. Darcy, compliments Elizabeth and seeks their common points.  

* context: At Lady Catherine’s, they meet by accident, but Darcy will soon propose to her.  Ironically, at this point Elizabeth is more attracted to C. Fitzwilliam.


5) And now nothing remains for me but to assure you in the most animated language of the violence of my affection.  To fortune I am perfectly indifferent, and shall make no demand of that nature on your father, since I am well aware that it could not be complied with; and that one thousand pounds in the 4 per cents, which will not be yours till after your mother's decease, is all that you may ever be entitled to.
	* context: the end of volume I, where only one couple get married.  Elizabeth bravely turns down Mr. Collins, despite her mother’s urging and the possibility that they’ll lose everything to Mr. Collins.   


6) Elizabeth: ``.. . I dearly love a laugh.'' [. . .]
Follies and nonsense, whims and inconsistencies do divert me, I own, and I laugh at them whenever I can. -- But these, I suppose, are precisely what you are without.''
Darcy: `Perhaps that is not possible for any one.  But it has been the study of my life to avoid those weaknesses which often expose a strong understanding to ridicule.''

Elizabeth: ``Such as vanity and pride.''

Darcy: ``Yes, vanity is a weakness indeed.  But pride -- where there is a real superiority of mind, pride will be always under good regulation.''

Elizabeth turned away to hide a smile.
	* Elizabeth –laugher as a way to entertain and defend herself.  She hides her smile because she thinks Darcy too proud to acknowledge his own weaknesses.  However, later Darcy says that he has bad temper as his weakness.  
* context: at Netherfield, after Ms. Bingley tries to attract Darcy by walking around.  Unlike Ms. Bingley, Elizabeth shows her witticism, though at the same time she does not enjoy the conversation and would prefer to stay away.    


Short Essay Questions: Choose 3 (45 %, 15 each)

1. The speaker of “Ode on a Grecian Urn” says at the end: 

“"Beauty is truth, truth beauty,"--that is all
              Ye know on earth, and all ye need to know.”  What does this mean? 

When old age shall this generation waste,
              Thou shalt remain,

in midst of other woe
          Than ours, a friend to man, to whom thou say'st,
            "Beauty is truth, truth beauty,"--that is all
              Ye know on earth, and all ye need to know.

1) beauty –artistic beauty; truth – human truth or eternal truth 

2) “Ye” is the urn, which only needs to represent the eternal beauty, whereas we humans are mortal and experiences other types of beauty.    
2. How do the following two excerpts, respectively from Pride and Prejudice and “She Walks in Beauty” describe women differently?  What value standards are used respectively?  And language? 
	But no sooner had he made it clear to himself and his friends that she had hardly a good feature in her face, than he began to find it was rendered uncommonly intelligent by the beautiful expression of her dark eyes. To this discovery succeeded some others equally mortifying. Though he had detected with a critical eye more than one failure of perfect symmetry in her form, he was forced to acknowledge her figure to be light and pleasing; and in spite of his asserting that her manners were not those of the fashionable world, he was caught by their easy playfulness. 
Pride and Prejudice 

	SHE WALKS IN BEAUTY, like the night   
           Of cloudless climes and starry skies;   
           And all that's best of dark and bright   
     Meet in her aspect and her eyes;   
     Thus mellow'd to that tender light   
     Which heaven to gaudy day denies.   

     One shade the more, one ray the less,   
     Had half impair'd the nameless grace,   
     Which waves in every raven tress,   
     Or softly lightens o'er her face;   
     Where thoughts serenely sweet express,   
     How pure, how dear their dwelling-place.   [brain/mind]
     And on that cheek, and o'er that brow,   
     So soft, so calm, yet eloquent,   
     The smiles that win, the tints that glow,   
     But tell of days in goodness spent,   
     A mind at peace at all below,   
     A heart whose love is innocent ! 


3. Analyze two different kinds of pride in Pride and Prejudice. 
	Elizabeth’s – pride in her judgment; calls it vanity when realizing her misjudgment of Wickham and Darcy 

Darcy vs. Lady Catherine – pride regulated and corrected; pride + rudeness and imposition ( Mr. Collins – pride combined with humility ( Mrs. Bennet – vanity (blindness to her own errors)


4. Pride and Prejudice, “The Bride Comes to Yellow Sky” “The £1,000,000 Bank Note” are humorous in different ways.  Pick up two humorous passages from two of them (one each), analyze how their humorous/comic effects are achieved and what meanings are conveyed. 
	P & P

· Mr. Collins – caricatured like a clown; hyperbole 
· Lady –burlesqued (trivial concerns – wardrobe, furniture and family disputes) 

· Mr. Bennet – witticism which turns out to be disastrous 

“Yellow Sky” 

· Jack Potter and his wife – 

“The £1,000,000 Bank Note”
· The salesperson at the store -- vivid description of his smile and how it is frozen: “He received it with a smile, one of those large smiles which goes all around over, and has folds in it, and wrinkles, and spirals, and looks like the place where you have thrown a brick in a pond; and then in the act of his taking a glimpse of the bill this smile froze solid, and turned yellow, and looked like those wavy, wormy spreads of lava which you find hardened on little levels on the side of Vesuvius.”
· decide it by a bet, which is the English way of settling everything. ( generalization 


5. Analyze one structural element in Pride and Prejudice (for instance, its symmetrical arrangement of plot; its use of repetition, contrast, etc.) 
	Conversation; volume division; contrast 



Essay Question: 20% 
Analyze how class distinction matters (or does not matter) to one couple and their marriage respectively in 1) “The Bride Comes to Yellow Sky” or “The £1,000,000 Bank Note” and 2) Pride and Prejudice. (Considering the differences in their lengths, you should use the one in either of the two short stories as a foil.  Your analysis of one marriage from Pride and Prejudice should take about 2/3 of your answer.)
	· Class plays a role in “The Bride Comes to Yellow Sky”—because the porters and passengers on the Pullman all look down upon Jack Porter, who is the sheriff in “Yellow Sky.”  

·  “The £1,000,000 Bank Note” – class as inherited gets replaced by class purchased by money.   
· Can love conquer everything?


General Suggestions: 

1. Spend more time on the essay question.
2. Answer the questions directly; use topic sentences.  
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