Literary Criticism 2007 Fall 

Final Exam

1. Altogether you are to answer four questions; one of which can be answered orally with a group in class. 
Please write down the outline of your oral answer in your final exam file.
2. You are given plenty of choices, so please do NOT choose the same text in answering different questions. 
	I. Identification/Definition and Articulation 40% (Choose 2; each 20%; in three paragraphs
-- define the terms; 
-- articulation: express your views on the term or the issues, and relate them to a text (English or Taiwanese, literary or culture) and/or another theoretical concept. 

1. Anaclisis (依賴心理) and Narcissism 

2. Oedipal Drama and its Variations 

3. Freud's language of Dream

4. The Mirror Staga (For your reference: "The mirror stage . . .the subject, caught up in the lure of spatial identification, the succession of phantasies that extends from a fragmented body image to a form of its totality. . .and, lastly, to the assumption of the armour of an alienating identity, which will mark with its rigid structure the subject's entire mental development" Lacan 1977:4)

5. The Symbolic Order (Language) and the Phallus (Lacan) 

6. sociology of literature (reflectionism, influence studies, and combining interpretive analysis and institutional analysis) 

7. ideology and interpellation (as Althusser defines it) 

8. Panopticism (as defined by Foucault) 

9. culture as signifying practices (or processes of encoding and decoding) 

10. the roles of consumers in popular culture or mass culture (give at least two)


.

	II. Essay Questions (Choose 2--one from A, and one from B. 30% +30%)

A. Subjectivity, Desire, Discourse and Society
1. Contemporary critical theories no longer view human subjects as autonomous and unified as liberal humanism does. Pick up one theory (e.g. Freud's, Lacan's, Althusser's or Foucault's) to analyze its views of human subject and then relate it to one literary or cultural example covered in class.
2. Why does Lacan think that our desire represent lack? How do people deal with such lack? Explain by using both Lacan's theories and one example covered in class.

3. How does Marx analyze capitalism, its commodification and its relations of production? How is our capitalist society different from the 19th-century society Marx analyzes? Is Marx's theory still relevant? Use either a cultural or literary text(s) to illustrate your points. 



	4. In explaining Foucault's idea of discourse, the chap 7 in our textbook points out that "knowledge is a way to define and categorize others. Instead of emancipating us from ignorance, it leads to surveillance and discipline." Explain what this means, and then use one of the following texts to illustrate your points: The Human Stain, Lord of the Flies, and Girl Interreupted.

5. How does Freud and Marx explain fetishism respectively? Give two examples (one each) to illustrate their points. 

6. So far you have been exposed to different ways of reading, reception or consumption. Choose a text (literary or cultural) covered in class and give two readings (or ways of consuming) it. 

B. Love Stories --Family, Society and Cultural Productions 
This semester we have read the following literary and filmic texts which are to do with love (love in a family or between a couple). Choose one to do a close reading, compare its treatments of love (or human relationships) with another one text in the list below, and then make sense of your comparison by contextualizing them (putting them in their own context or the context of your reading them).

1) Traditional love poems --16th century -- Shakespeare's love sonnets, Elizabeth Barrett Browning's love sonnets, John Donne's "To His Mistress Going to Bed" 

2) stories about 19th-century women's positions -- "Snowed Up" by Richard Jeffries, The Piano, "The Trial of Love," Part 1 of Wide Sargasso Sea; the endings of The French Lieutenant's Woman. 

3) family constraints; family lost and re-built -- "Eveline" by James Joyce; "The Blind Man" by D. H. Lawrence; E. Bishop's poems, 20 30 40.

4). Cultural signs and/or stereotyping of loved object(s): The Great Gatsby; "The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock," Moulin Rouge, 瓊瑤's love stories; "The Loveliness of Long-Distance Runner" 

5) Love beyond the Bounds: The Human Stain, "Faces of Madness"; "Morning" Notes on a Scandal 

* Possible issues:
1. gender: idealization of one's lovers (women), gender difference, stereotype, inequality; 
2. views of "Romantic" love shown through 
-- treatment of endings; love and death; 
-- views of self -- love as fusion, love against self-preservation, love as self-projection, a way to fill up the lack; 
-- marriage (as economic exchange, as continuation of one's fantasies),
-- language and emplotment (e.g. of Romantic love, of poetry, of opera)  -- etc. etc.  
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