Activity Worksheet (I) of Telecommunication Project

There are several ways to implement CALL in your classroom. The problems are:

1. How available it is for your students to access the Internet and computers? 

2. How much time do you want your students to stay in front of the computer instead of talking to real people? 

3. Do you really need CALL to improve the learning/teaching quality or you can do it the other way? What is the main purpose for you to use CALL, so to speak?

4. Does CALL increase or decrease your workload for class preparation?

5. Can your students and their parents accept this alternative form of teaching and learning? 

6. Can your students afford ready-made software (CD-ROM/Internet-based program) or otherwise?

These are the essential but not the only factors for you to think ahead when deciding how and what are you doing in the classroom. In order to address these issues, you and your partner(s) will be discussing the following questions.

	A. You have a group of students who are around 15-16 years old. There are only two language labs equipped with basic PC and Internet access for 6 classes to share the resources. You only get to see these students 1 hr everyday (Mon-Fri). The labs are two floors away from your classroom. Like regular high school, you and your students have midterm, final, and soon entrance exam to college. 60% of the students don’t have their own PC at ho, not to mention the extra money for expensive software. Are you still having them do CALL? If so, how are you going to do it under this circumstance? What software/internet program/activities will you choose? Noted though, there is abundant free resource on the internet as you might know. How would you incorporate it? For instance, if I want to have students practice their listening in an authentic context, I would assign some activities from http://www.esl-lab.com/ Randalls ESL Cyber Listening Lab. 1 activity everyday. For those who don’t have access at home, they can do it after class for 10 minutes. Nevertheless, these are my ideas. How would you do it? Please be as specific as possible.
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Now that you have already read Chapter 1 and 2 from the textbook as well as Ms Shih’s publication on telecom project, do you start to see the pros-and-cons of this kind of learning projects? Take a look at your own experience with your new penpal, and browse around our project website on www.ginachen.com. How is it similar or different from what you thought or expected before starting the participation? Did you get to discuss similar topics in great depth before? What seems to be the value and the weakness of this project? If you were the project designer, how would you make it better? 


