	LANGUAGE ASSESSMENT

	(Spring 2009)  


Dr. Yuan, Yun-Pi   Office Hrs.: Tue.10-12, 1-4:30; Wed. 9-12, 1-4:30; Thurs. 8-4:30; Fri.1-4:30; or by appointment

Office: LA 301  Tel: (O) 2905-2560    Email: yuan@mail.fju.edu.tw
Class Time & Place: Wed. 8:10-9:00; Fri. 10:10~ 12:00 (SF901)

Objectives: 
To differentiate traditional testing from continuous assessment



To understand the principles and trends of assessment and how they can be applied in practice

To develop a critical awareness of good vs. bad language tests (and assessment instruments) by evaluating the existing tests/assessment practice
To learn about ways to assess various language skills and integrate them in assessment

To practice constructing valid, practical and reliable tests for use in the classroom
1. 2/18 W
Introduction; Teaching & testing/assessment  (Bailey & Brown chapters 1)
2. 2/20 F
Approaches to lang. testing; Current issues; Test types (Brown 1& 3: Test types)
3. 2/25 W
Kinds/Purposes of test;  (Beiley 6, 3)
4. 2/27 F
Qualities of a good test: practicality, validity (Brown 2)
5. 3/04 W
Quiz 1; 

6. 3/06 F
Reliability   

7. 3/11 W
Summary 
8. 3/13 F
Multiple-choice; Item analysis (Bailey 9)
9. 3/18 W
Test construction (Brown 3)
10. 3/20 F
Test evaluation: the JCEE samples (handouts)
11. 3/25 W
Quiz 2; Group project discussion

12. 3/27 F 
Cloze (Bailey 4, 5; handouts)
13. 4/08 W
Alternative assessment  (Brown 10; Bailey 13,14)
14. 4/10 F
Alternative assessment
15. 4/15 W
Review 1
16. 4/17 F
Standardized testing (Brown 4)
17. 4/22 W
Review 2
18. 4/24 F
Scoring; Interpreting test scores (Brown 11; Bailey 7)
19. 4/29 W
Review 3
20. 5/01 F
Quiz 3; Assessing listening; Dictation (Brown 6; Bailey 2)
21. 5/06 W
Review 4
22. 5/08 F
Assessing speaking; Role play (Brown 7; Bailey 11)
23. 5/13 W
Review 5
24. 5/15 F
Assessing reading; Dictocomps & strip stories (Brown 8; Bailey 10)
25. 5/20 W
Presentation 1
26. 5/22 F
Assessing writing (Brown 9; Bailey 12)
27. 5/27 W
Presentation 2
28. 6/03 W
Presentation 3
29. 6/05 F
Assessing writing
30. 6/10 W
Presentation 4
31. 6/12 F
Conclusion 
32. 6/17 W
Presentation 5
33. 6/19 F
Quiz 4
Textbooks

Bailey, Kathleen M. (1998). Learning about language assessment. New York: Heinle &Heinle.

Brown, H. D. (2004). Language assessment: Principles and classroom practices. New York: Pearson.

References

[A list of recommended books will be passed out later in class.]

Grading

1. Review quizzes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .40%

2. Project (presentation + assessment plan)  . . . . . . 35%

3. Review (test or article) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20%

4. Attendance/participation/discussion  . . . . . . . . . . . 5%

Requirements

Project (pairs)     Due: a week after your presentation 

[The procedure of project oral presentation will be explained in class.]

In this written project you should develop an assessment plan for assessing a proposed class/course.  You might want to adopt the concept of alternative assessment in addition to including a paper-and-pencil test.  Your citation, if any, must be in MLA (or APA) format; do not plagiarize.  Be sure to include the following in your project:


Introduction



A brief summary of the proposed class, including the class size, the course content/objectives, and other relevant information, the purpose of the assessment, test specifications (e.g., what kind of test it is, abilities to be tested, etc.), and your reason/rationale for your adoption of the assessment method(s).


Design & assessment plan



Explain carefully and clearly what your assessment plan is, and if there is a test, how you come up with the test, including data collection, pre-testing, and/or validation of the test.  Include all information/materials (e.g., questionnaires, tests—with complete info., such as percentage of scoring for each section/item, instructions to the testees—subjects, and instructions to subjects).


Conclusion



Problems you met in the process of developing the assessment plan..


[Works Cited]

[Appendices]—Some material from Design may be too long to include in the text of the project.  If there is a test, a copy of your first and final versions of the test must be included.

Test (or article) Review (30 min. an oral report, in pairs)

Details will be announced in class.
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