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 Discuss and Learn

Purpose: This activity aims to wrap up our discussion of Frankenstein with a sequence of intensive group discussions. Through the group discussions, led and facilitated by your tutor, we hope that you  
A. learn to discuss

1. learn how to discuss the text specifically and issues related to the text
B. discuss to learn 
2. learn from one another’s view points, and learn how to respond to them.  (By response, it means that you can 

· second the ideas by giving more examples as support; 

· challenge the ideas and offer counter-examples.)

· ask for clarification and/or help to clarify them.  

3. [the presenter] learn how to summarize the main points for the whole class in 10 mins.  
4. [all] learn from all the groups the main ideas we have discussed in order to better prepare for the final exam.   

Schedule: 
	Group 1
	09:10 - 9:50
	Kate
	SF 901

	Group 2
	09:50--10:30 
	Kate
	SF 901

	Group 3
	09:10 - 9:50
	David
	studio

	Group 4
	09:10 - 9:50
	Daphne
	SF MMC Meeting room

	Group 5
	09:50--10:30 
	David and Daphne
	SF MMC Meeting room


Question types and job division Each group has 40 minutes 
1. excerpt analysis – 1 person

2. context and related passages – 1 person

3. main issues (interpreting the passages from multiple perspective) – 2-3 persons 

4. metaphoric /symbolic extension– 1 person

5. relevance to us– 1 person

6. final presenter – 1 person 

Example: 

	1. Excerpt analysis – Why is there in Frankenstein’s dream a sequence of transformation from Elizabeth alive to Elizabeth dead, and to then to his mother dead and covered with worms?  What can be the possible meanings of his dream? 

	At length lassitude succeeded to the tumult I had before endured, and I threw myself on the bed in my clothes, endeavouring to seek a few moments of forgetfulness.  But it was in vain; I slept, indeed, but I was disturbed by the wildest dreams.  I thought I saw Elizabeth, in the bloom of health, walking in the streets of Ingolstadt.  Delighted and surprised, I embraced her, but as I imprinted the first kiss on her lips, they became livid with the hue of death; her features appeared to change, and I thought that I held the corpse of my dead mother in my arms; a shroud enveloped her form, and I saw the grave-worms crawling in the folds of the flannel.  I started from my sleep with horror; a cold dew covered my forehead, my teeth chattered, and every limb became convulsed…

	2. context and related passages 


	

	3. main issues 


	5. metaphoric /symbolic extension or creative revision


	6. relevance to us




Grading Criteria
1. Expression of Ideas 
2. Text Analysis (which can be expressed through creative revision) 

3. Responsiveness (in responding to the group mates’ ideas and their questions)  

The Five Passages and Group Assignment
	1. Group 2
[Letter IV]…For my own part, I begin to love him as a brother, and his constant and deep grief fills me with sympathy and compassion.  He must have been a noble creature in his better days, being even now in wreck so attractive and amiable.  I said in one of my letters, my dear Margaret, that I should find no friend on the wide ocean; yet I have found a man who, before his spirit had been broken by misery, I should have been happy to have possessed as the brother of my heart.  

I shall continue my journal concerning the stranger at intervals, should I have any fresh incidents to record.   

August 13th, 17--  

My affection for my guest increases every day.  He excites at once my admiration and my pity to an astonishing degree.  How can I see so noble a creature destroyed by misery without feeling the most poignant grief?  He is so gentle, yet so wise; his mind is so cultivated, and when he speaks, although his words are culled with the choicest art, yet they flow with rapidity and unparalleled eloquence.    




	· 1. Excerpt analysis – 

	· 2. context and related passages 

	

	· main issues 

· Walton’s differences from and similarities to Frankenstein; why he admires F.

· his function as a witness and as a “brother” 

· the functions of letters 



	· metaphoric /symbolic extension or creative revision



	· relevance to us – Is it possible to have a female witness?



	2.  Group 4
[Chap XI] "Soon a gentle light [of the moon] stole over the heavens and gave me a sensation of pleasure.  I started up and beheld a radiant form rise from among the trees.   I gazed with a kind of wonder.  It moved slowly, but it enlightened my path, and I again went out in search of berries. I was still cold when under one of the trees I found a huge cloak, with which I covered myself, and sat down upon the ground.  No distinct ideas occupied my mind; all was confused.  I felt light, and hunger, and thirst, and darkness; … 

"Several changes of day and night passed, and the orb of night had greatly lessened, when I began to distinguish my sensations from each other.  I gradually saw plainly the clear stream that supplied me with drink and the trees that shaded me with their foliage.  I was delighted when I first discovered that a pleasant sound, which often saluted my ears, proceeded from the throats of the little winged animals who had often intercepted the light from my eyes.  I began also to observe, with greater accuracy, the forms that surrounded me and to perceive the boundaries of the radiant roof of light which canopied me.  Sometimes I tried to imitate the pleasant songs of the birds but was unable. Sometimes I wished to express my sensations in my own mode, but the uncouth and inarticulate sounds which broke from me frightened me into silence again.

	1. 1. Excerpt analysis – 

	2. context and related passages 



	

	3. main issues 

· the monster’s learning of languages and about nature; his “human” nature

· Nature and human nature 

	4. metaphoric /symbolic extension or creative revision
How would you like the monster to learn were it born to our society?

	5. relevance to us




	3. Group 5

[Chap X] …. These sublime and magnificent scenes afforded me the greatest consolation that I was capable of receiving.  They elevated me from all littleness of feeling, and although they did not remove my grief, they subdued and tranquillized it.  In some degree, also, they diverted my mind from the thoughts over which it had brooded for the last month.   ….     

The opposite mountain is a bare perpendicular rock.  From the side where I now stood Montanvert was exactly opposite, at the distance of a league; and above it rose Mont Blanc, in awful majesty.  I remained in a recess of the rock, gazing on this wonderful and stupendous scene.  The sea, or rather the vast river of ice, wound among its dependent mountains, whose aerial summits hung over its recesses.  Their icy and glittering peaks shone in the sunlight over the clouds.  My heart, which was before sorrowful, now swelled with something like joy; I exclaimed, "Wandering spirits, if indeed ye wander, and do not rest in your narrow beds, allow me this faint happiness, or take me, as your companion, away from the joys of life."



	6. 1. Excerpt analysis – 

	7. context and related passages 

--seeing the monster afterwards 

	

	8. main issues 
the sublime in nature –its impact on Frankenstein—and on us?
Frankenstein’s resilience and self-excuse 

	9. metaphoric /symbolic extension or creative revision

Do we speak to nature? 

	10. relevance to us
What is the sublime (the awe-inspiring) in our society? Does it offer comfort or tranquilize us?


	4. Group 3
[Chap XVII] "You swear," I said, "to be harmless; but have you not already shown a degree of malice that should reasonably make me distrust you?  May not even this be a feint that will increase your triumph by affording a wider scope for your revenge?" 

 "How is this?  I must not be trifled with, and I demand an answer.  If I have no ties and no affections, hatred and vice must be my portion; the love of another will destroy the cause of my crimes, and I shall become a thing of whose existence everyone will be ignorant.  My vices are the children of a forced solitude that I abhor, and my virtues will necessarily arise when I live in communion with an equal.  I shall feel the affections of a sensitive being and become linked to the chain of existence and events from which I am now excluded."  

I paused some time to reflect on all he had related and the various arguments which he had employed.  I thought of the promise of virtues which he had displayed on the opening of his existence and the subsequent blight of all kindly feeling by the loathing and scorn which his protectors had manifested towards him.   


	1. Excerpt analysis – 

	context and related passages 



	

	main issues 

· The reasons for monster’s evil-doings
· His request 
· Shall we trust him?

	metaphoric /symbolic extension or creative revision



	relevance to us

· The sources of our self-esteem and morality


	5. Group 1
[Chap XXII]  In about a week after the arrival of Elizabeth's letter we returned to Geneva.  The sweet girl welcomed me with warm affection, yet tears were in her eyes as she beheld my emaciated frame and feverish cheeks.  I saw a change in her also.  She was thinner and had lost much of that heavenly vivacity that had before charmed me; but her gentleness and soft looks of compassion made her a more fit companion for one blasted and miserable as I was.  
The tranquility which I now enjoyed did not endure.  Memory brought madness with it, and when I thought of what had passed, a real insanity possessed me; sometimes I was furious and burnt with rage, sometimes low and despondent.  I neither spoke nor looked at anyone, but sat motionless, bewildered by the multitude of miseries that overcame me.   

 Elizabeth alone had the power to draw me from these fits; her gentle voice would soothe me when transported by passion and inspire me with human feelings when sunk in torpor.  She wept with me and for me.  When reason returned, she would remonstrate and endeavour to inspire me with resignation.  Ah!  It is well for the unfortunate to be resigned, but for the guilty there is no peace.  The agonies of remorse poison the luxury there is otherwise sometimes found in indulging the excess of grief.        


	2. 1. Excerpt analysis – 

	3. context and related passages 



	

	4. main issues 

· Elizabeth’s temperament
· The roles of women in this novel 
· Frankenstein’s attitudes towards Elizabeth and his own remorse 

	5. metaphoric /symbolic extension or creative revision



	6. relevance to us
Do we have any contemporary examples of selflessness? Is there anything wrong with being selfless? 


