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Western Civilization, Part One

Fall 2011, Wed. 9:10-12:00

Dr. Joseph Murphy, Office: SF229
Tel: 2905-3672; E-mail: 041845@mail.fju.edu.tw
Overview  
This one-year course surveys major trends in Western Civilization from antiquity to the present day, with special emphasis on the history of art and ideas. This semester focuses on three major historical eras: Greek and Roman civilizations, the Middle Ages, and the Renaissance. The chief objective is to help students develop a historical and global perspective on Western culture. Students will also acquire critical thinking skills as they organize and evaluate information in group and individual projects. Class activities consist of lectures, quizzes, group discussions, and multi-media presentations. Outside the classroom, students are required to take a field trip and attend regular film screenings.  

Text
Fiero, Gloria K. The Humanistic Tradition. 6th ed. Vol. 1. New York: McGraw-Hill, 2011.

Requirements and Grading
Three test



70%

Quizzes and field trip report

15%
Presentation and participation

15%

Attendance.  Attendance will be taken regularly at the beginning of class. Students are allowed one absence and one lateness, for whatever reason, without grade deduction. However, 5 points will be deducted from the final grade for each additional absence, and 3 points will be deducted for each additional lateness. Students absent more than 3 times will fail this course.  No make-up tests; a missed test gets a zero.  
Mandatory film viewing. There are 3 required film screenings outside class. These will take place on Wednesday afternoons from 12:40 until about 3:00. Questions about the films will appear on the tests. 

Field trip report.  Visit a Catholic Mass, a mosque, or a museum exhibit (for example, The Museum of World Religions) related to the historical periods covered this semester. A report on this experience (600-800 words, double-spaced) is due in class on 12/29. 

Presentation.  Groups of 3-4 students are responsible for one 30-min. presentation on one of the topics listed in the schedule. Give an oral presentation based on analysis of particular artworks or a specific book, providing images and main points on PowerPoint slides. However, DO NOT simply read from these notes; rather, speak freely and knowledgeably about the topic, using the notes for reference. Each presenter should include his/her name on PowerPoint at the beginning of his/her section(s) of the presentation. All groups must send their PPT file to the TA for comments and suggestions at least THREE days before the presentation. Presentations will be graded on content, organization, and preparedness.
Schedule
	Date 
	Topics and Assignments 

	9/14
	Introduction

Film: Antigone (1984, dir. Don Taylor)

	9/21
	Ch.1-Ch.2 Mesopotamia and Egypt

	9/28
	No class (Mid-Autumn Festival)

	 10/05
	Ch.4 Greece 

	 10/12
	Ch.5 The Classical Style 
Presentation #1: Greek Sculpture

	 10/19
	Ch.6 Rome 
Presentation #2: Roman Architecture

	 10/26
	Test #1 
Ch.3 [Ancient India] (63-67)
Ch.8 A Flowering of Faith

	11/02
	Ch.9 The Language of Faith 
Presentation #3: St. Augustine and The Confessions
Film: The Seventh Seal (1958, dir. Ingmar Bergman)

	 11/09
	Ch.10 The Islamic World

	 11/16
	Ch.11 Patterns of Medieval Life

Presentation #4: Chivalry and Courtly Love

	 11/23
	Ch.12 Christianity and the Medieval Mind

Presentation #5: Rise of the University

	11/30
	Ch.13 The Medieval Synthesis in the Arts

Presentation #6: Romanesque and Gothic Architecture
Film: Brother Sun, Sister Moon (1972, dir. Franco Zeffirelli)

	 12/07
	Ch.15 Adversity and Challenge: The Fourteenth-Century Transition

	 12/14
	Test #2

Ch.16 Classical Humanism in the Age of the Renaissance

Film: The Name of the Rose (1986, dir. Jean-Jacques Annaud)

	 12/21
	Ch. 17 Renaissance Artists

Presentation #7: Giotto, Donatello, Botticelli

Presentation #8: da Vinci, Michelangelo, Raphael, Titian

	 12/28
	Ch. 19 Protest and Reform
Field trip report due
Presentation #9: Northern Renaissance Art

	 1/04
	Ch. 3 [The Americas] (72-74)
Ch. 18 Cross-Cultural Encounters
Presentation #10: Travels of Marco Polo《馬可波羅遊記》

	 1/11
	Test #3


