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August 3, 2010
Dear Freshman,
Welcome to the English Department of Fu Jen University!  And congratulations on your achievement of entering the university and becoming a student of our department!  This is an important step in your life.  You now have a chance to develop your potentials not only in the use and studies of English language, but also as a well-rounded person.  

The English Department provides solid English language training and basic groundings in literature, linguistics, and Western civilization.  Also, both in and out of classes, the department trains your abilities to think independently and critically, to present your ideas effectively, to understand human differences and cultivate your social and cooperative skills, and, last but not the least, to develop strategies for active learning and problem solving. Since English is not only a subject for academic studies, but also an indispensible tool in various jobs and a window to the world, we offer you plenty of opportunities to experience English in all these directions in order for you to carefully choose your own career. 
All of this is exciting and challenging, isn’t it?  To make yourself ready for your university life, you may want to rethink your attitudes about school and learning.  First off, you will find that life in the university differs from your life in high school.  Without exams on daily basis or “entering university” as your ultimate goal, here in the university you start to set your own goals and work hard to achieve them.  To do so, fostering the right learning attitude is the first thing to do.  You will not learn much, for example, if you go to class unprepared, sit there passively and just listen to teachers.  You can learn a lot more when you are active in class by raising your questions, answering teachers’ questions and participating in discussions.  You can also learn from discussions with your teachers and fellow students outside of class and by doing research in the library and on the Internet.  Participating in some extra-curricular activities may also be helpful for your personal growth, but you need to give priority to your academic studies.  Remember that it is alright to make mistakes, as you can always learn from your mistakes.  It is also important to continue to develop your self-understanding and manage your emotions.  Finally, as you start your studies and new life at Fu Jen University, keep in mind that you need to set your goals from day 1, and then keep trying to achieve your goals, adjust them, and relate them to your major goal in life.
I wish you a fruitful and happy university life as you join us in the Fu Jen English Department.

Sincerely,
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Kate Chiwen Liu (劉紀雯)

English Department Chair
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