Longer conversations
Example:
W:
Wow, you’d never believe how many people are moving these days!

M:
What do you mean, Carol?  Who’s moving that we know?

W:
I don’t mean moving to new apartments.  I mean whole populations moving because they have no choice, or very little choice.

M:
Oh, I see.  You’re talking about immigration, aren’t you?

W:
Well, if foreigners come to our country and are allowed to stay permanently, that’s immigration.  But I’m actually just talking about migration—and migrants are people who move to a new place to live and work, whether or not they can stay there forever.

M:
So if people come to our country for a few years to work, they’re migrants?

W:
That’s right.  I’ve been reading this article about migration, and believe it or not, there are over thirty-five million of those migrant workers around the world today.

M:
Thirty-five million!  Wow, that’s a lot of people moving!

W: Yes, but those are only the migrants who go to other countries for job opportunities.  The article also talked about other types of people migrations.  For example, about thirty million people in the world today have been forced to move somewhere else within their own countries.  The article called this “internal displacement.”
M:
Why did they have to move?

W:
Sometimes there were wars, or their land was taken by the government.  It says here that more than half of those thirty million people are in Africa, and about a quarter are in Asia.

M:
Gosh, that’s amazing.  Imagine so many people having to 

move.

W:
Then there’s another category of people who are considered migrants. They’re the ones who once made their living from the land—by growing crops or raising animals—but now the environment has been destroyed.

M:
Do you mean that the soil has become ruined by poor farming techniques?

W:
Yes, or damaged by chemicals.  Also, remember that the rainfall patterns have changed, and many areas are becoming as dry as deserts.

M:
So there are a lot of migrants who are forced to abandon their land because of environmental destruction.

W:
Yeah, around sixty million.

M:
So what do they do?

W:
Well, some are able to find farm work on other people’s land.

M:
But I guess many of them try to find work in the cities.

W:
Yeah, and they join the fourth wave of migration I was reading about—the migrants moving from rural to urban areas.  That’s been going on for years, even before good agricultural land started to disappear.  Apparently there are about eighty million of these migrants right now.

M:
Eighty million!

W:
And every year another one and a half million are expected to leave the country for the city.

M:
Gosh, who’s going to be left to grow our food?  But I see what you mean now, Carol—there sure are lots of people moving out there!

