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Introduction
The proposed class is a reading class designed for non-native speakers of senior high school English level or current senior high school students.  The desired class size is twenty students because a smaller class insures that all the students receive equal amount of attention from the teacher.  The course objective is that on completing the course, students are supposed to be able to read English texts individually, acquire new vocabulary, and understand the main ideas of the text.  This is a sixteen-week course that runs for a semester with two hours of class per week.

A syllabus is designed to show the exact content of the course (appendix 1).  Classes are divided into topical units with related reading samples.  Free reading time is given, so that the students can have the chance to read their own books.  An alternative reading method, “online reading” is also practiced in the course where the students have to go to the course’s website (appendix 2) and read the samples online and participate in other online activities.  When deciding the course content and objectives, the aim to measure and assess solely the students’ reading achievement is emphasized.

The purposes of assessment for this course are to evaluate each student’s understanding of the readings, and to find out if the course objective is achieved.  The methods of assessment are divided into two main categories: alternative assessments and written tests.  Apart from the traditional paper and pencil test, alternative assessment is used because it gives a more thorough understanding of the student’s performance and improvement.  It is quite unfair to judge a student’s performance and improvement based on only written tests, especially after one shot tests such as the midterm and final examinations.  This is because some tests may favor some students, and when the test scores are relatively close, the differences between the students’ true individual performances are uncertain.  According to J.B. Heaton it is important and absolutely necessary to “take into account a number of test scores or other factors where an important decision is made about a student’s ability.”(Bailey 205).  Therefore, using both written tests and alternative assessments is a good method to solve this kind of unfairness. 

Alternative assessment is like information gathering and the student’s performance and achievement are observed and “gathered” using various methods during class time.  Five alternative assessment methods are used in this course: class observation and participation, online participation and performances, individual conference, reading journals, and portfolio.  

Two written tests are included in this assessment plan: a progress test and an achievement test.  The progress test, also known in the course as the midterm examination is taken to see if the students have done their assigned readings.  The achievement test, also known in the course as the final examination, is taken to determine if the course objectives are achieved.
Design
Alternative Assessment

Alternative assessments proposed for this reading course are continuous, on-going assessments throughout the entire course.  They are designed to fit into real life contexts and simulations.  Therefore, these alternative assessments take the class a step beyond the traditional classroom, and offer a more lively and interesting environment in learning English reading.  The students are in every way as involved in these assessments as the teacher. 

Class observation and participation
Class observation and participation count as ten percent towards the final grade.  It is very important to have class discussion when assessing student’s reading.  Students’ thoughts can be shared and by listening to the discussions, the teacher can understand each student’s progress on reading the assigned texts.  The teacher can judge on what level of abstraction students are operating while students can be motivated by enthusiastic class discussions.  The classroom observation is done informally during class time by assessing the students’ performances in real life situations such as meaningful classroom interactions and student responses.  In the teacher-centered class hours of this reading course, where the teacher teaches and the class discusses about the assigned readings, the teacher is supposed to drop down performances of each student.  A checklist is ideal for this kind of assessment because it is easy to practice and relatively more objective (appendix 3).  The checklist is divided into two parts: the first part is according to the student’s literacy profile scale; and the second part is a record of in class participations.  This checklist is also acting as evidence of decision making processes.  

One other way to motivate the students to speak up is by questioning.  The teacher can ask questions or ask the students to express their views towards the main concepts of the texts discussed in class.  However, it is very important to assess only their reading ability, not speaking nor listening.  This problem can be solved if the teacher tries to rephrase or write down the questions when the student does not understand them.  In this way, the students have more chances to understand the questions.  The teacher also have to bear in mind that the purpose of this kind of alternative assessment is to identify the students’ problems and give them helps accordingly.   

Online participation and performances

Online participation and performances count as five percent towards the final grade.  The purpose of this assessment is to cultivate another way of learning for the students.  Reading samples are uploaded online with clear instructions of the learning procedures.  The students are required to read the texts online, do the quizzes, participate in online discussion, and try out the related games.  The students’ performance can be assessed by examining their quiz scores, game results, and their responses in the online discussion.  This is a new approach to assess reading.  However, it is worth implementing due to the fact that it can be treated as trials or pilot assessments for possible web-based reading courses in the future.
Individual conference

Individual conferences count as five percents towards the final grade.  This approach allows the teacher to meet with each student privately.  This can be diagnostic and helps to find out each student’s weaknesses and strengths.  Each student is given about 5-10 minutes of conference time.  As seen in the syllabus, a class is scheduled for this activity.  This assessment method focuses on the individual progresses and needs of each student.  Therefore, open-ended questions, such as questions being with the five Ws and one H, are ideal for this situation.  Even though this kind of assessment is very time consuming, it is absolutely necessary as it is the most direct way to understand each student’s thoughts and problems.  However, the grading of individual conferences is highly subjective.  Therefore, the teacher has to understand that the purpose of this assessment is to gather information about each student so that help can be given appropriately.  Instead of having a customized checklist like the one used for classroom observation, the teacher should drop down the strengths and weaknesses of each student in separate blank forms (appendix 4).    

Reading journals
  Reading journals count as thirty percents towards the final grade.  The purpose of this assessment method is to identify students’ understanding of their own selected texts.  Three journals are required by each student, each based on texts of their own choice which are read during the free reading time in class as well as on their own time.  However, the purpose of assessment is to assess their reading ability and not writing ability.  Therefore, a carefully designed reading journal form is given to the students (appendix 5).  The form is designed to emphasize only the reading ability.  Firstly, the background information of the book including, title, author, publisher, and page number, needs to be filled in.  Secondly, the student is required to honestly report his or her reading schedule.  By examining the improvement of reading time, the teacher can also assess the student’s reading efficiency and improvement.  Thirdly, a reading evaluation section is designed so the student can have a chance of self-assessment.  In this section, the students can rate their own reading ability, and identify their own improvement.  This kind of assessment is encouraging to the students, because they can judge their own reading level and examine their own improvement.  At the end the students are asked to write a paragraph or two about their experience reading the book.  This helps to identify the students’ reading interests.  The student should also keep a reading log which it provided by the teacher at the beginning of the course (appendix 6).  The record includes categories such as text title, rating, reading time, and so on.  By keeping a record, the teacher can see the student’s improvement in reading speed and reading interests.  Again, this assessment method is also subjective.  However, as long as the students’ report their own reading progress honestly, points should be given.  Each student is competing with himself or herself.  The honestly of the students can be checked during the individual conferences where questions about the individual readings can be raised.
Portfolio
“A portfolio is a purposeful collection of student work that exhibits the student’s efforts, progress, and achievements in more or more areas.  The collection must include student participation in selecting contents, the criteria for judging merit, and evidence of student self-reflection.”(Bailey 216).  A selection of class works is included in the portfolio so the teacher can see the student’s improvement very clearly.  The portfolio should include: at least three reading journals, reading records, and evaluation form which is given at the end of the course (appendix 7).  This is a very good assessment method because the student’s progress is clearly identified by the content of the portfolio.  The submission of the portfolio is at the end of the course, so the students can self-select what should be included in the final portfolio.  Even though each student is required to hand in three reading journals, more can be written, and the three being previous assessed do not have to be the ones being included in the portfolio at the end.  This assessment method has high validity and positive washback.  When assessing the portfolio, each student’s work should be treated as a unique individual.  The student’s performance should be graded according to his or her own improvement and achievement throughout the entire course.  This decreases the problem of low reliability.
Written Tests
In order to develop the tests, the test designer first considers the course objective and conform it to the syllabus.  Later on, considering the English level of the test takers and the materials which are used in class, the purpose of the test is identified.  After that, the test designer builds the test specification to begin working with the tests (appendix 8).  The procedures taken to develop the two tests for this reading course are as followed: Firstly, decide how many sections and the length of time for the whole test.  Secondly, decide which test methods are going to be used to construct the tests and double check if they are appropriate and adequate.  Thirdly, consider the weighting for each section to see if it can reach high validity, reliability and practicality.  Finally, construct a sample testing according to the test specifications.  Before the sample testing finished, the designer should check the list of test specification to make sure that everything is covered.  This can be done by using a check list (appendix 9)  Later on, pilot test takers are invited to do the pilot testing to check if anything is wrong in the sample tests.  Revision is done at the end after the pilot testing so that the final tests are more valid.
Midterm Examination
Cloze test is the focus of the midterm examination (appendix 10&11).  The test is divided into five parts.  Each part consists of a passage selected from the reading samples.  However, the passage is slightly edited to make sure that only the important parts are included in the test.  The unnecessary sentences are deleted, leaving only those useful to the test.  “Cloze test is used very often in language assessment, particularly for the assessment of reading skills” (Bailey 60).   Cloze test is a kind of fill-in assessment, and usually its text is longer than a sentence or at least a paragraph.  Hence, the students have to fill in the blanks in the passage to make the whole paragraph complete.  There are two ways to design a cloze test, by rational deletion and by fixed ration deletion.  Rational deletion is used here so what is intended to be tested in the cloze test can be tested.  For example, in the designed midterm, some deletions of cloze test are about grammar and some are about the content of the reading samples.  Since the purpose of having this test is to see if the students have done their assigned readings, the questions are narrowed down to test their reading performance only.  From past researches, the fixed ratio deletion method is proved to be more difficult because it oftentimes involves other factors such as background knowledge etc.  Also, through this selected deletion cloze test, those essential to the main ideas, and the cohesive devices are emphasized.  A pilot testing is essential for this method in order to increase the validity of the test.  It also helps to determine if the remain context is enough for the students to fill in the blanks.  At the end, the teacher can see whether students have understood their readings well.
The exact word method is first used to score the test, but after the pilot testing, the acceptable word method is used instead.  The reason to adopt the exact word method at first is because it is more practical and highly reliable.  The scoring of the test becomes very consistent.  However, many pilot test takers argue that the acceptable word method is more reasonable.  Taking the reliability problem into consideration, a few acceptable words are selected for each blank.  Only those selected words are counted as correct answers.  This method can promote positive washback because the students are encouraged to learn extra knowledge.  The practicality issue is not a problem in this case because there are only twenty students in the class, so the teacher will not have too much burden marking them.  The selected acceptable word method also decreases the marking time comparing with normal acceptable word method where all the grammatically correct answers are given scores.
The difficulty of the cloze test is not a problem because all of the contents are taken directly from the assigned reading passages in class with only minor variations.  Therefore, the level of difficulty is appropriate for those who have read the texts and pay attention in class.
Final Examination
Short-answer questions and multiple-choice questions are in the final examination to evaluate the students’ reading abilities (appendix 12&13).  In the short answer part, the questions are based on the assigned texts taught in class.  These questions require students to answer them within one or more sentences.  If the students have totally understood the texts, they will find the questions very easy to answer.  On the contrary, if the students do not comprehend the texts well, they may not be able to answer the questions.  Short answer questions are easy to produce and administer, making it very practical.  The questions are developed by finding the possible questions that a student may raise about each reading, and the more appropriate ones are selected.  To avoid confusion in final examination, it is important to word every questions carefully, and specify in each question that the student should refer to which particular text when answer the particular question.  This cuts off one disadvantage of short answer assessment, which is that the range of acceptable answers can be very wide.  However, short answer is only a semi-objective assessment.  Even though this type of question can really interpret students’ responses to see if they have truly understood the readings, the teacher should grade each paper objectively to increase the reliability of the test.  A pilot test is also conducted for this part to make sure that there is no ambiguity in the questions. 
New reading samples are used with multiple choice questions to assess the students’ reading ability after one semester’s teaching as the second part of the final examination.  This is further divided into two parts: reading comprehension and selection.  Since this is an achievement test, the new reading samples can test the student’s improvement in reading skill.  However, since the focus of this course is on reading only, a glossary is provided with each new reading sample so that the students will not be disadvantaged due to poorer vocabulary skill.  “Multiple choice questions are another common device for testing text comprehension.” (Nuttal 223), so this method is adopted to test the reading comprehension of the new reading samples.
There are two important elements to test reading ability, one is to see if the reader under the main idea, the other is to see if the reader can identify key cohesive devices that link the entire story and help it makes sense.  The first element is tested by the reading comprehension, and the second is tested by selecting the appropriate answers to complete the reading passages.  The new reading samples are selected for the reading comprehension because they are both related to American culture which is one of the units in the course syllabus.  The second part of the multiple choice question is selection.  It is designed to test the student’s ability to understand the texts.  The passages are chosen because they are easy to understand with little vocabulary.  After the piloting testing, it is also apparent that those who have adequate reading ability can answer the questions satisfactorily.  

Finally, even though it is very time consuming to develop good multiple choice questions with good distrators that successfully distract unprepared test takers, the end product has a lot of advantages such as objectiveness, fast and easy to score, and low guessing factor.        

Pilot Testing
  After designing the tests, item reviews are taken to eliminate problems such as spelling and typing mistakes.  Pilot testing is essential prior the actual distribution of the test so ten pilot test takers are invited to do the pre-tests.  The pilot test takers are those with similar English level of the intended students.  They have taken both the midterm test and the final test.  Below are the results of the two pilot testings:  

Item Analysis
Midterm Test:
The result of pilot testing shows that several blanks have more than one acceptable answer.  Therefore, the method of scoring is changed from “exact word method” to “acceptable word method.” (Bailey, 61).  This also have the positive washback that the students are motivated to learn more vocabulary while reading.  However, if we are going to use “acceptable word method” to score, we need to invite more native speakers to participate in the development of the test in order to narrow done the possible answers to the few best ones.  This can increases the reliability of the test score.
The tests are designed based on the fact that the test takers have read the readings in class throughout the sixteen weeks.  However, the pilot test takers only read the reading samples once shortly before taking the tests so they are not really fully prepared for the tests, as a result, some avoidable or careless mistakes are found.  In order to fill in all the blanks with the correct answers, the test takers must read the texts carefully in class, and understand them.  Furthermore, it has to be made clear that only one word is required for each blank.  The pilot test instruction was not clear enough so many test takers mistakenly filled in two words for one blank.

Using exact word method:
	
	Item Facility

	Q1
	0.3

	Q2
	0.5

	Q3
	0.6

	Q4
	0.8

	Q5
	0.6


Using acceptable word method:
	
	Item Facility

	Q1
	0.6

	Q2
	0.7

	Q3
	0.7

	Q4
	0.8

	Q5
	0.6


From the above I.F. values, it is apparent that when the acceptable word method is used, the test takers have better results.  Again, this can motivate the students to learn more extra knowledge such as more vocabulary to improve their test scores.
Final Exam:

For the final exam, the tests are divided into two parts: short answers and multiple choices.  After the pilot testing, the test takers said that some questions are not clear enough in the short answer part.  Since the examination is based on the class texts, it is unavoidable to refer back to the readings quite constantly.  Therefore, it is important to point out clearly which particular text is referred to in each question to avoid confusions.  Multiple choice questions are examined carefully by calculating the item facility for each question and below are the results:

	Item
	A
	B 
	C
	Pilot Test Takers who answered the item correctly
	Item Facility



	I. Reading Comprehension
	

	1
	1
	8
	1
	8
	0.8

	2
	9
	1
	0
	9
	0.9

	3
	7
	1
	2
	7
	0.7

	4
	10
	0
	0
	10
	1

	5
	7
	2
	1
	7
	0.7

	6
	1
	7
	2
	7
	0.7

	7
	9
	0
	1
	9
	0.9

	8
	0
	10
	0
	10
	1

	9
	7
	3
	0
	7
	0.7

	10
	1
	8
	1
	8
	0.8

	II Seletion

	1
	5
	1
	4
	5
	0.5

	2
	0
	10
	0
	10
	1

	3
	8
	2
	0
	8
	0.8

	4
	10
	0
	0
	10
	1

	5
	9
	0
	1
	9
	0.9

	6
	3
	7
	0
	7
	0.7

	7
	10
	0
	0
	10
	1

	8
	9
	1
	0
	9
	0.9

	9
	2
	7
	1
	7
	0.7

	10
	10
	0
	0
	10
	1


The data shows an overall positive feedback for the multiple choice questions.  The lowest I.F. value is 0.5 while several items have an I.F. value of 1.    As for the item that has an I.F. of 0.5 (Part II, Question 1), the reason is identified.  Some participants argue both A and C are correct answers for this item.  So the answer options for this item are changed to serve as better “distracter.”

Changes are made to both examinations after the pilot testing to increase the validity of the exams.
Conclusion

When developing the assessment plan, we try to include a variety of assessment methods, which are able to assess the students more fairly.  However, we have encountered several problems when constructing the written tests.  Firstly, it is hard to design discrete point questions that only measure reading ability.  In other words, it is hard to construct a test with high validity to assess reading only.  For example, when designing a cloze test, it is hard to choose which words to be deleted as blanks, and the decisions are made after careful discussions.  The test designers must make sure their focus on assessing reading ability.  The test designers also need to notice the design of the blanks which are usually the words which carry the main ideas or make the whole passage as a cohesive device.  Also, since it is not a test for assessing vocabulary, a glossary must be provided if there is any new vocabulary in the text.  Secondly, it is really difficult to design the distracters for the multiple choices and selecting cloze tests.  It is hard to design because all the items must be unambiguous.  Furthermore, the distracters must be very similar to the target response, and the grammatical form must be united.  This problem can be solved after many pilot testings and evaluations.  Thirdly, high reliability is hard to achieve while design the ways of scoring.  For the cloze tests, since it is rating by acceptable word score, the teacher need to provide highly reliable answers.  The test designer may need to invite some native speakers to provide available answers for the items.  Lastly, we have to make sure that the students are not disadvantaged due to insufficient background knowledge.  Therefore, the selection of the texts in the tests has to be fair and rather general.

The alternative assessment methods are easier to come up but they are harder to implement.  So, many meetings are conducted to decide how exactly these alternative assessments should be applied in the reading course.  However, we learnt that even though there are many areas that we are uncertain about and unfamiliar with, if we communicate with each other and consult references, the problems can be solved easily.
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Appendix 1
lish Reading for Non-native Speakers
Class Size: Twenty students
Student Selection: Senior high school students
Course Objective: On completing the course, students are supposed to be able to read English texts individually, acquire new vocabulary, and understand the main ideas of the text.
Tentative Syllabus:
	Week 1
	Introduction

	Week 2
	Unit 1: Famous People

Reading 1: Who Is Samuel Clemens?

	Week 3
	Reading 2: A Great Teacher – Confucius
Free Reading Time

	Week 4
	Reading 3: Franklin Delano Roosevelt
Online Reading Time                    [Reading Journal One Due]

	Week 5
	Unit 2: Amazing Facts In The World

Reading 1: Brats

	Week 6
	Reading 2: The World’s Largest Family
Free Reading Time

	Week 7
	Mid-Term

	Week 8
	Unit 3: All About Americans

Reading 1: The United States, A Young Country


	Week 9
	Class Activities and Discussions

	Week 10
	Reading 2: Holidays in America (1)(2)
Free Reading Time                      [Reading Journal Two Due]

	Week 11
	Reading 3: Americans Have Accents, Too
Free Reading Time

	Week 12
	Reading 4: Americans And Their Food
Online Reading Time                   

	Week 13
	Conference                          [Reading Journal Three Due]

	Week 14
	Free Reading Time
Online Reading Time

	Week 15
	Unit 4

Reading: I Want A Wife

	Week 16
	Final Exam                       [Reading Log and Portfolio Due]


Grading:
Alternative Assessment, 55% including:
· Class observation and participation 10%
· Online participation and performances 5%
· Individual conference 5%
· Reading journal(s): 30%
· Portfolio: 5%
Tests, 45% including:
· Progress tests 20%
· Achievement test 25%
Appendix 2
“Reading is Fun!” Website: Designed by Christine Chen
http://home.iprimus.com.au/becoolboy/cai/index.html
Frontpage:
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Welcome to "Reading is Fun!®
On completing this course you will be able to

Read English texts individually

Acquire new vocabulary

Understand the main ideas of the assigned texts
Improve computer competence

e

You will find the lessons in Tutorials and detailed explanation of the new vocabularies in Glossary. After
you have mastered all the lessons, please check out other interesting titles listed in Suggested
Readings. If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to post them in the Discussion Board. Don't
be surprised if your questions are answered in a jiff.

Nevyer stop,reading because READING IS FUN!





Online Quiz:
Appendix 3
Class Observation Checklist
Student:
	Band
	Achieved Date

	A. Knows how a book works.  Like to look at books and listen to stories.  Likes to talk about stories.
	

	B. Recognize many familiar words.  Attempts new words.  Will retell story from a book.  Is starting to become an active reader.  Interested in own writing.
	

	C. Looks for meaning in text.  Reading and discussion of text shows enjoyment of reading.  Shares experience with others.
	

	D. Expects and anticipates sense and meaning in text.  Discussion reflects grasp of whole meanings.  Now absorbs ideas and language.  
	

	E. Will tackle difficult texts.  Writing and general knowledge reflect reading.  Literary response reflects confidence in settings and characters.
	

	F. Is familiar with a range of genres.  Can interpret, analyze and explain responses to text passage.
	

	G. Reads for learning as well as pleasure.  Reads widely and draws ideas and issues together.  Is developing a critical approach to analysis of ideas and writing.
	

	H. Is clear about own purpose for reading.  Reads beyond literal text and seeks deeper meaning.  Can relate social implications to text.
	

	I. Is skillful in analyzing and interpreting own responses to reading.  Can respond to a wide range of text styles.
	


Adopted from The Reading Profile Class Record, Australian Curriculum Studies Association, Inc. (Alderson 263)
Class Participation
	Date
	Kinds of participation

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Key:
1. Answer the questions raised by the teacher.
2. Answer the questions raised by the students.
3. Ask question(s).
4. Volunteer to participate in class activities.
5. Other (with specification)
Appendix 4
Record for Individual Conference
Student:
Conference time:
Strengths
Weaknesses
Possible Solutions
Other
Appendix 5
Reading Journal
[image: image3.jpg]Sample




Name: Christine Chen
Student No.: 489200421
Book Information:
1. Title: Robinson Crusoe
2. Author: Daniel Defoe
3. Publisher: Penguin
4. Total pages: 489
Reading Schedule:
1. I plan to finish this book in 
  3

 day(s).
2. I started this book on 
12/10
.
3. [image: image4.jpg]Sample



I finished this book on 
12/12
.
Reading Evaluation:
This book is 

easy

 to understand.  (easy, moderate, difficult).
I enjoy this reading experience: 
Yes  
No
Reading Reflection:
Please write freely about your experience reading this book.
I think this is a great reading experience.  The story is easy to understand and very interesting as well.  The man character’s adventure is so scary but he remains very brave throughout.
I have learnt some new vocabulary from this book, and maybe I can move to the next level in this graded reader series.
Reading Journal
Name:
Student No.:
Book Information:
5. Title: 

6. Author: 

7. Publisher: 

8. Total pages: 

Reading Schedule:
4. I plan to finish this book in 
  
 day(s).
5. I started this book on 


.
6. I finished this book on 


.
Reading Evaluation:
This book is 



 to understand.  (easy, moderate, difficult).
I enjoy this reading experience: 
Yes  
No
Reading Reflection:
Please write freely about your experience reading this book.
Appendix 6
Reading Log
As you read during the free reading time in class as well as in your own time, please keep a record of all the books that you have read.
Name:
Student No.:
	
	Title of the Book
	Author
	Page
	Rating (0-10)
	Starting/Finishing

	Sample
	Robinson Crusoe

	Daniel Defoe
	48
	8
	12/10-12/12

	1
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	
	
	

	6
	
	
	
	
	

	7
	
	
	
	
	

	8
	
	
	
	
	


Appendix 7
Course Evaluation
Please answer the questions below as detail as possible.  Your evaluation helps to improve the course in the future,
1. Do you think this course is helpful for your improvement of reading ability?
2. What have you learned from this course?
3. What do you think about the texts?
4. Do you think online reading and activities are helpful for learning?
5. Do you think the midterm exam with cloze tests is a good way to test your reading comprehension?
6. Do you think the level of difficulties in the final exam is moderate? Not too difficult or easy for you? 

7. Do you think the exams are helpful to your learning? Do you have any other comments for the exams? 

8. Do you have any other suggestions for this course to improve?
Appendix 8
Test Specification for Mid-term

1. Test purpose: To see if the students have done the assigned readings.

2. The learner who takes the test:

a、 Level of language proficiency: Non-native speakers

b、 Cultural background: Chinese culture

c、 Country of origin: Taiwan

d、 Educational level: Senior high school

3. Test taker’s ability: To see if the students can read English texts and understand the main ideas of the texts.

4. Number of sections to the test: 1

5. Time for the test: During the class time

6. Weighting for each section: 100%

7. Weighting for each item: 2%

8. Test methods: Cloze tests

9. Text sources: The texts are based on the materials which have been taught before Mid-term.  Also the texts are appropriate for the test takers’ levels.

10. Test difficulty: Item Facility Value is around 0.8

11. Language skills to be tested: Reading comprehension and students’ learning performances

12. Criteria for scoring: Acceptable word scoring
Test Specification for Final

1. Test purpose: To see if the course objective is achieved

2. The learner who takes the test:

a、 Level of language proficiency: Non-native speakers

b、 Cultural background: Chinese culture

c、 Country of origin: Taiwan

d、 Educational level: Senior high school

3. Test taker’s ability: To see if the students can read English texts individually and understand the main ideas of the texts.

4. Number of sections to the test: 3

5. Time for the test: During the class time

6. Weighting for each section: 

a、 Short answers: 40%

b、 Reading comprehension: 30%

c、 Selection: 30%

7. Weighting for each item:

a、 Short answers: 4%

b、 Reading comprehension: 3%

c、 Selection: 30%

8. Test methods: 

a、 Short answers

b、 Multiple choices

c、 Cloze test

9. Text sources:

a、 For the short answer questions, the texts are based on the materials which have been taught in class.

b、 For the multiple choices and cloze tests, new texts are provided.

10. Test difficulty: Item Facility Value is around 0.7.

11. Language skills to be tested: Reading comprehension and students’ learning performances

12. Criteria for scoring:

a、 Short answers: objective scoring

b、 Multiple choices and cloze tests: exact word scoring

Appendix 9
Check list
	Test Specification
	Mid-term
	Final

	Test purpose
	*
	*

	The learner who takes the test
	*
	*

	Test taker’s ability
	*
	*

	Number of sections to the test
	*
	*

	Time for the test
	*
	*

	Weighting for each section
	*
	*

	Weighting for each item
	*
	*

	Test method(s)
	*
	*

	Text sources
	*
	*

	Test difficulty
	
	*

	Language skills to be tested
	*
	*

	Criteria for scoring
	*
	*
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CLOZE TEST

Fill in the blank.  Be sure to make it cohesive.

I. In every civilization there are people who ____ their lives to making our world a better place. At the time when Confucius lived, most men achieved their positions in society by being connected ____ people in important positions. However, Confucius believed that a man’s role in society should be determined ____ his abilities, his achievements, and his conduct. Confucius believed ____ decency, honor, and good ____. He prized peace and order, and felt that all men had the right to be _____. Confucius also spent his entire life traveling from one kingdom to another, speaking to many rulers with the hope of _____ them of the importance of moral leadership. However, Confucius _____ himself a failure because no state wanted him as advisor. Despite his _____ in politics, Confucius attracted many talented followers, and word of his teachings _____ widely after his death.

II. Franklin Delano Roosevelt _____ in American politics for thirty-five years and was _____ to the presidency for four consecutive terms. He began his political career in 1910, when he was elected to the New York State senate. In 1921, at the age of forty, he was _____ with polio. He was left _____ from the waist down. He was able to continue his political career _____ to his wife, Eleanor, who also played an important role ____ politics. In 1932, he easily won the presidential election. However, the country was having problems at that time because of the Great _____. One-fourth of the people were _____ of work. People had lost their life’s savings. Roosevelt tried to find a way to make the country _____ again. He _____ government programs to create jobs and provide better working conditions.

III. Samuel Clemens grew up in Hannibal, Missouri, a town _____ the banks of the Mississippi River. When he was eleven years old his father _____ and his mother let him ______ school to become an apprentice to a ______. He always remembered the Mississippi River and the ______ of the big steamboats. He remembered the loud sound of the boats and the ______ dressed in nice clothes. Clemens returned to work on these boats and later he became a ______. Taking a large boat up and down the Mississippi River was hard and ______. The captain had to make sure that he did not _____ his boat into _____ water.

IV. A few years ago a French toy company had an unusual contest- a “biggest brat” contest.  The company had a prize for the child _____ behavior was the worst _____ the world.  There was a little girl ______ the United States.  Her name was Lizzie, and she was four years old.  Here are a few _____ the things Lizzie did to win the title, “ The World’s Biggest Brat.”

She put a garden hose _____ the gas tank of her father’s car.  Then she _____ on the water.

  
She painted a leather sofa _____ spray print.

She threw her mother’s wedding ring _____ the toilet.  Then she _____ the toilet.

  
She _____ the table for dinner.  Then she glued the silverware to the table.

V. Mr. And Mrs. Albina, with 53 children, have the world’s largest family.  Not one of their children is adopted.  When people hear about the Albinas’ large family, the first question they ask is, “how can one woman _____ birth to 53 children in her lifetime?”  The answer is simple: Every time she had _____ or triplets.  At times there is vert little food in house.  When there is not enough food _____ everyone, Mrs. Albina makes _____ the youngest chidren do not go hungry.  The Albinas do not use birth control because it is _______ their religion.  They could let other people ____ care of their children, _____ Mrs. Albina will not allow it.  So, the Albina family _____ to grow.  Mr. And Mrs. Albina have so many children that they _____ out of names for them all and had to give some children the ____ name. 
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First, read over the following passages quickly.  Then read them carefully and fill in the blanks.  Every blank only can be filled in one word.  Finally read it again to see that your words make sense.

VI. In every civilization there are people who ____ their lives to making our world a better place. At the time when Confucius lived, most men achieved their positions in society by being connected ____ people in important positions. However, Confucius believed that a man’s role in society should be determined ____ his abilities, his achievements, and his conduct. Confucius believed ____ decency, honor, and good ____. He prized peace and order, and felt that all men had the right to be _____. Confucius also spent his entire life traveling from one kingdom to another, speaking to many rulers with the hope of _____ them of the importance of moral leadership. However, Confucius _____ himself a failure because no state wanted him as advisor. Despite his _____ in politics, Confucius attracted many talented followers, and word of his teachings _____ widely after his death.

VII. Franklin Delano Roosevelt _____ in American politics for thirty-five years and was _____ to the presidency for four consecutive terms. He began his political career in 1910, when he was elected to the New York State senate. In 1921, at the age of forty, he was _____ with polio. He was left _____ from the waist down. He was able to continue his political career _____ to his wife, Eleanor, who also played an important role ____ politics. In 1932, he easily won the presidential election. However, the country was having problems at that time because of the Great _____. One-fourth of the people were _____ of work. People had lost their life’s savings. Roosevelt tried to find a way to make the country _____ again. He _____ government programs to create jobs and provide better working conditions.

VIII. Samuel Clemens grew up in Hannibal, Missouri, a town _____ the banks of the Mississippi River. When he was eleven years old his father _____ and his mother let him ______ school to become an apprentice to a ______. He always remembered the Mississippi River and the ______ of the big steamboats. He remembered the loud sound of the boats and the ______ dressed in nice clothes. Clemens returned to work on these boats and later he became a ______. Taking a large boat up and down the Mississippi River was hard and ______. The captain had to make sure that he did not _____ his boat into _____ water.

IX. A few years ago a French toy company had an unusual contest- a “biggest brat” contest.  The company had a prize for the child _____ behavior was the worst _____ the world.  There was a little girl ______ the United States.  Her name was Lizzie, and she was four years old.  Here are a few _____ the things Lizzie did to win the title, “ The World’s Biggest Brat.”

She put a garden hose _____ the gas tank of her father’s car.  Then she _____ on the water.

  
She painted a leather sofa _____ spray print.

She threw her mother’s wedding ring _____ the toilet.  Then she _____ the toilet.

  
She _____ the table for dinner.  Then she glued the silverware to the table.

X. Mr. And Mrs. Albina, with 53 children, have the world’s largest family.  Not one of their children is adopted.  When people hear about the Albinas’ large family, the first question they ask is, “how can one woman _____ birth to 53 children in her lifetime?”  The answer is simple: Every time she had _____ or triplets.  At times there is vert little food in house.  When there is not enough food _____ everyone, Mrs. Albina makes _____ the youngest chidren do not go hungry.  The Albinas do not use birth control because it is _______ their religion.  They could let other people ____ care of their children, _____ Mrs. Albina will not allow it.  So, the Albina family _____ to grow.  Mr. And Mrs. Albina have so many children that they _____ out of names for them all and had to give some children the ____ name. 
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Think of the texts you have read in class.  Try to provide one or two sentence to answer the questions in a complete way.

1. Why is Washington considered “First in War?”

2. What do children do when they “trick or treat” on Halloween Night?
3. Why did the Pilgrims move to the colony?
4. Why did Chinese come to the U.S. in the 1800’s?
5. What does a government study indicate in “Americans and Their Food”?
6. Why do Americans like to shop at huge warehouse stores?
7. Why won’t big companies hire people who do not speak standard English in the text of “Americans have accents, too”?
8. Why do Americans have the Thanksgiving Day? 

9. In the text of “I Want A Wife”, why does the author keep emphasizing the needs of a wife?

10. In the text of “ I Want A Wife”, why does the author want a wife for physical need?

Reading Comprehension

I. “More Alike Than Different”

Everyone listened attentively as the woman spoke. 

  “If want to say ‘OK,’ don’t make a circle with your thumb and first finger,” the woman began. “That means OK here in the United States, but in the Soviet Union it’s an obscene gesture.”

  The audience of 300 Americans chuckled; a few people took notes.

  “It’s all right to admire something, “ the woman continued, “but don’t be too enthusiastic. Don’t say, ‘I really like your tablecloth.’ Your Soviet riend will offer you the table cloth and will be offended if you don’t take it.

  “Remember that, in general, life in the Soviet Union is not as comfortable as life in the United States. You might not have hot running water, or you might have to share a bathroom with five or six people.”

   The woman was preparing the Americans for their trip to the Soviet Union. In the Soviet Union, the language, customs, and food would be different. Even simple things, like making a phone call, would be different. The Americans wanted to learn about these differences before their trip. They didn’t want to experience culture shock.

   When they arrived in the Soviet Union, the Americans were glad that they had prepared for their trip. Most of them experienced only a little culture shock. They enjoyed their visit and made a lot of Soviet friends. 

   Making friends was, in fact, the purpose of the trip. The trip was planned by The Friendship Force, an international organization that promotes world peace. The Friendship Force believes that people who are friends will not fight wars. So, to help people form all over the world become friends, it organized exchanges of people. The U.S.-Soviet exchange was the largest exchange that it has ever organized. In April 1990, 300 Americans visited the Soviet Union, and 300Soviets visited the United States.

   The soviets, like the Americans, prepared for their visit by learning about life in the other country. Still, they, too, experienced a little culture shock.

   The Soviets knew that Americans were fond of pets, but they were shocked to see pets inside homes. They couldn’t believe their eyes when they was dogs eating in the kitchen and sleeping on people’s beds.

   They were surprised at the difference between everyday life in the Soviet Union and in the United States. The Americans’ lives, they said, were much easier. A Soviet woman gasped when she saw an American pour rice directly from a box into a pan of boiling water. “You didn’t wash the rice?” she asked. She explained that at home she had to wash the rice carefully and pick out all the stones. “Are you kidding?” the American said. “If people here had to do that, nobody would buy rice.”

   The Soviets knew that Americans liked to eat fast food in restaurants, but they were disappointed to see that Americans ate fast meals at home, too. In the Soviet Union, the evening meal often lasts an hour or two because families sit at the table and talk. When American families eat together-if they eat together- they often eat quickly and don’t take time for long conversations. The Soviets thought that was a shame.

  In spite of their differences in language and culture, the Soviets and Americans became friends. The two women in the picture became friends, even though the Soviet woman couldn’t speak a ward of English and the American woman couldn’t speak a word of Russian. For two weeks they communicated through sign language and dictionaries.

  Some of the Americans who traveled to the Soviet Union were schoolchildren from a sixth-grade class. When they returned to the United Sates, their teacher asked them to write about their trip. One 11-year-old girl wrote, “I have learned a lot from this experience. I learned to adapt to a different culture. And I learned that people all over the world are more alike then they are different.”      

1. After reading this article, what is “More Alike Than Different” is about?

a、 The language, customs, and food in the Soviet Union.

b、 A U.S.-Soviet exchange of people that was organized by The Friendship Force.

c、 Communicating through sign language and dictionaries.

2. What is The Friendship Force?

a、 An international organization that promotes world peace

b、 An organization that prepares American for visiting the Soviet Union

c、 An international organization who helps people to make friends

3. How do the Americans prepare before their trip?

a、 Learning about life in Soviet

b、 Reading books about Soviet

c、 Experiencing Culture Shock

4. Which of the following makes the Soviets shock to see about Americans’ lives?

a、 They eat fast food in the restaurant

b、 They are fond of pets

c、 They pour rice directly into boiling water without washing it

5. What makes the Soviet people think that Americans’ lives were much easier?

a、 Americans do not have to wash the rice carefully

b、 Americans can have fast food in the restaurant

c、 Americans can have dogs inside homes

II. “Misunderstangs”

He had uncombed hair, dirty clothes, and only 35 cents in his pocket.  In Baltimore, Maryland, he got on a bus an headed straight for the restroom.  He thought that if he hid in the restroom, he could ride to New York without paying.  But a passenger at the back of the bus saw him.  She tapped the person in front of her on the shoulder and said, “There’s a bum in the restroom.  Tell the bus driver.”  That passenger tapped the person sitting in front of him.  “Tell the bus driver there’s a bum in the restroom,” he said.

  The message was passed from person to person until it reached the front of the bus.  But somewhere along the way, the message changed.  By the time it reached the bus driver, it was not “There’s a bum in the restroom” but “There’s a bomb in the restroom.”  The driver immediately pulled over to the side of the highway and radioed the police.  When the police arrived, they told the passengers to get off the bus and stay far away.  Then they closed the highway,  That soon cause a 15-mile-long traffic jam.  With the help of a dog, the police searched the bus for two hours.  

  Two similar-sounding English words also caused trouble for a man who wanted to fly from Los Angeles to Oakland, California.  His problems began at the airport in Los Angeles.  He thought he heard his flight announced, so he walked to the gate, showed his ticket, and got on the plane.  Twenty minutes after takeoff, the man began to worry.  Oakland was north of Los Angeles, but the plane seemed to be heading west, and when he looked out his window all he could see was ocean.  “Is this plane going to Oakland?” he asked the flight attendant.  The flight attendant gasped.  “No,” she said.  We’re going to Auckland-Auckland, New Zealand.”

  Because so many English words sound similar, misunderstandings among English –speaking people are not uncommon.  Not all misunderstandings result in highways being closed or passengers flying to the wrong continent.  Most misunderstandings are much less serious.  Every day people speaking English ask one another questions like these: “Did you say seventy or seventeen?” “Did you say that you can come or that you can’t?” Similar –sounding words can be especially confusing for people who speak English as a second language.

  When a Korean woman who lives in the United States arrived at work one morning, her boss asked her, “Did you get a plate?” “No…,” she answered, wondering what in the world he meant.  She worked in an office,  Why did the boss ask her about a plate?  All day she wondered about her boss’s strange question, but she was too embarrassed to ask him about it.  At five o’clock, when she was getting ready to go home, her boss said, Please be on time tomorrow.  You were 15 minutes late this morning.”  “Sorry,” she said,  “My car wouldn’t start, and ,,,,”  Suddenly she stopped talking and began to smile.  Now she understood her boss hadn’t asked her, “Did you get a plate?”  He had asked her, “Did you get up late?”

  English is not the only language with similar-sounding words.  Other languages, too, have words that can cause misunderstandings, especially for foreigners.

  An English-speaking woman who was traveling in Mexico saw a sign in front of a restaurant.  The sign said that the special that day was “sopa con jamon y cebolla.”  She knew that was Spanish for “soup with ham and onions.”  That sounded good.  As the woman walked to her table, she practiced ordering.  She whispered to herself, “Sopa con jamon y cebollas.  Sopa con jamon y cebollas.”  Then she sat down, and a waiter came to take her order.  “Sopa con jabon y caballos,” she said.  “What?” the waiter asked.  No wonder the waiter didn’t understand.  The woman had just ordered a very unusual lunch: soup with soap and horses.

  Auckland and Oakland.  “A plate” and “up late.”  Jamon and jabon.  When similar-sounding words cause a misunderstanding, probably the best thing to do is just laugh and learn from the mistake.  Of course sometimes it’s hard to laugh.  The man who traveled to Auckland instead of Oakland didn’t feel like laughing.  But even that misunderstanding turned out all right in the end.  The airline paid for the man’s hotel room and meals in New Zealand and for his flight back to California.  “Oh well,” the man later said, “I always wanted to see New Zealand.”

1. The driver pulled over to the side of the highway.  What did the driver exactly do?

a、 The driver looked to the side of the highway.

b、 The driver moved to the side of the highway.

c、 The driver pushed to the side of the highway.

2. Why did the man hide in the restroom?

a、 Because he didn’t want to pay for his bus ride

b、 Because he wanted to go to the restroom

c、 Because he wanted to hide a bump in the restroom

3. Why did the Korean woman didn’t ask her boss about his strange question?

a、 She was afraid to ask that.

b、 She was too embarrassed to ask that.

c、 She was feeling guilty that she was late for work.

4. Which of the following description is wrong?

a、 Misunderstandings among English-speaking people are not common.

b、 Most misunderstandings are not so serious.

c、 English is not the only language with similar-sounding words.

5. Which of the following description is right?

a、 The driver radioed the police means that he got the attention of a police car

b、 Not all misunderstandings result in highways being close means that it cause highways to be closed.

c、 But even that misunderstand turned out all right in the end means that it was OK after the plane turned back.

Selection: Choose a proper word into the blank.  Make sure the word can let the whole passage make sense.

I. Every year thousands of tourists visit Pompeii, Italy.  They see the sights that Pompeii _____ - its stadiums and theaters, its shops and restaurants.  The tourists do not, however, see Pompeii’s people.  They do not see them _____ Pompeii has no people.  No one has lived there for almost 2,000 years.  Once Pompeii was a busy city of 22,000 people.  It lay at the foot of Mount Vesuvius, a grassed-covered volcano.  In August of the year 79 Mount Vesuvius _____.  The entire top of the mountain exploded.  Soon stones and hot ash began to fall on Pompeii.  Pompeii was ____ under 20 feet of stones and ash.  Almost all of its people _____.

1.

a、 is famous for

b、 is outstanding with

c、 is well-known for 

2.

a、 in results 

b、 because

c、 because of

3.

a、 erupted

b、 collapsed

c、 poured down

4.

a、 covered

b、 hit

c、 attacked

5.

a、 died

b、 dead

c、 dying

II. Many people are superstitious _____ numbers.  They think that there are lucky numbers and unlucky _____.  The number 13 is often considered unlucky.  _____ some parts of the world, buildings have no 13th floor and streets have no houses _____ the number 13.  In Japan, 4 is considered unlucky because in Japanese the word “four” is pronounced the same ______ the word “death.”

1.

a、 with

b、 about

c、 in

2.

a、 ones

b、 one

c、 number

3.

a、 In

b、 On

c、 With

4.

a、 in

b、 with

c、 owning

5.

a、 as

b、 about

c、 in
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SHORT ANSWERS (30%)

Think of the texts you have read in class.  Try to provide one or two sentences to answer the questions in a complete way.

11. Why is Washington considered “First in War” in the text of “Holidays in America”? 

12. What do children do when they “trick or treat” on Halloween Night in the text of “Holidays in America”?
13. Why did the Pilgrims move to the colony in the text of “The United States, A Young Country”?

14. In the text of “The United States, A Young Country,” why did Chinese come to the U.S. in the 1800’s?
15. What does a government study indicate in “Americans and Their Food”?
16. Why do Americans like to shop at huge warehouse stores in the text of “Americans and Their Food?”

17. Why the big companies will not hire people who do not speak standard English in the text of “Americans Have Accents, Too”?
18. In the text of “Americans Have Accents, Too,” why do Americans have the Thanksgiving Day?
19. In the text of “I Want A Wife”, why does the author keep emphasizing the needs of a wife?

20. In the text of “ I Want A Wife”, why does the author want a wife for physical need?

Reading Comprehension (30%)

III. “More Alike Than Different”

Everyone listened attentively as the woman spoke. 

  “If want to say ‘OK,’ don’t make a circle with your thumb and first finger,” the woman began. “That means OK here in the United States, but in the Soviet Union it’s an obscene gesture.”

  The audience of 300 Americans chuckled; a few people took notes.

  “It’s all right to admire something, “ the woman continued, “but don’t be too enthusiastic. Don’t say, ‘I really like your tablecloth.’ Your Soviet friend will offer you the table cloth and will be offended if you don’t take it.

  “Remember that, in general, life in the Soviet Union is not as comfortable as life in the United States. You might not have hot running water, or you might have to share a bathroom with five or six people.”

   The woman was preparing the Americans for their trip to the Soviet Union. In the Soviet Union, the language, customs, and food would be different. Even simple things, like making a phone call, would be different. The Americans wanted to learn about these differences before their trip. They didn’t want to experience culture shock.

   When they arrived in the Soviet Union, the Americans were glad that they had prepared for their trip. Most of them experienced only a little culture shock. They enjoyed their visit and made a lot of Soviet friends. 

   Making friends was, in fact, the purpose of the trip. The trip was planned by The Friendship Force, an international organization that promotes world peace. The Friendship Force believes that people who are friends will not fight wars. So, to help people form all over the world become friends, it organized exchanges of people. The U.S.-Soviet exchange was the largest exchange that it has ever organized. In April 1990, 300 Americans visited the Soviet Union, and 300Soviets visited the United States.

   The soviets, like the Americans, prepared for their visit by learning about life in the other country. Still, they, too, experienced a little culture shock.

   The Soviets knew that Americans were fond of pets, but they were shocked to see pets inside homes. They couldn’t believe their eyes when they was dogs eating in the kitchen and sleeping on people’s beds.

   They were surprised at the difference between everyday life in the Soviet Union and in the United States. The Americans’ lives, they said, were much easier. A Soviet woman gasped when she saw an American pour rice directly from a box into a pan of boiling water. “You didn’t wash the rice?” she asked. She explained that at home she had to wash the rice carefully and pick out all the stones. “Are you kidding?” the American said. “If people here had to do that, nobody would buy rice.”

   The Soviets knew that Americans liked to eat fast food in restaurants, but they were disappointed to see that Americans ate fast meals at home, too. In the Soviet Union, the evening meal often lasts an hour or two because families sit at the table and talk. When American families eat together-if they eat together- they often eat quickly and don’t take time for long conversations. The Soviets thought that was a shame.

  In spite of their differences in language and culture, the Soviets and Americans became friends. The two women in the picture became friends, even though the Soviet woman couldn’t speak a ward of English and the American woman couldn’t speak a word of Russian. For two weeks they communicated through sign language and dictionaries.

  Some of the Americans who traveled to the Soviet Union were schoolchildren from a sixth-grade class. When they returned to the United Sates, their teacher asked them to write about their trip. One 11-year-old girl wrote, “I have learned a lot from this experience. I learned to adapt to a different culture. And I learned that people all over the world are more alike then they are different.”      
Selecting from Even More True Stories

Glossory:

1. obscene: disgusting and offensive
2. chuckle: laugh quietly
3. were fond of: having a great liking for someone
6. After reading this article, what is “More Alike Than Different” about?

a、 The language, customs, and food in the Soviet Union.

b、 A U.S.-Soviet exchange of people that was organized by The Friendship Force.

c、 Communicating through sign language and dictionaries.

7. What is The Friendship Force?

a、 An international organization that promotes world peace

b、 An organization that prepares American for visiting the Soviet Union

c、 An international organization who helps people to make friends

8. How do the Americans prepare before their trip?

a、 Learning about life in Soviet

b、 Reading books about Soviet

c、 Experiencing Culture Shock

9. Which of the following makes the Soviets shock to see about Americans’ lives?

a、 They eat fast food in the restaurant

b、 They are fond of pets

c、 They pour rice directly into boiling water without washing it

10. What makes the Soviet people think that Americans’ lives were much easier?

a、 Americans do not have to wash the rice carefully

b、 Americans can have fast food in the restaurant

c、 Americans can have dogs inside homes
IV. “Misunderstangs”

He had uncombed hair, dirty clothes, and only 35 cents in his pocket.  In Baltimore, Maryland, he got on a bus and headed straight for the restroom.  He thought that if he hid in the restroom, he could ride to New York without paying.  But a passenger at the back of the bus saw him.  She tapped the person in front of her on the shoulder and said, “There’s a bum in the restroom.  Tell the bus driver.”  That passenger tapped the person sitting in front of him.  “Tell the bus driver there’s a bum in the restroom,” he said.

  The message was passed from person to person until it reached the front of the bus.  But somewhere along the way, the message changed.  By the time it reached the bus driver, it was not “There’s a bum in the restroom” but “There’s a bomb in the restroom.”  The driver immediately pulled over to the side of the highway and radioed the police.  When the police arrived, they told the passengers to get off the bus and stay far away.  Then they closed the highway,  That soon cause a 15-mile-long traffic jam.  With the help of a dog, the police searched the bus for two hours.  

  Two similar-sounding English words also caused trouble for a man who wanted to fly from Los Angeles to Oakland, California.  His problems began at the airport in Los Angeles.  He thought he heard his flight announced, so he walked to the gate, showed his ticket, and got on the plane.  Twenty minutes after takeoff, the man began to worry.  Oakland was north of Los Angeles, but the plane seemed to be heading west, and when he looked out his window all he could see was ocean.  “Is this plane going to Oakland?” he asked the flight attendant.  The flight attendant gasped.  “No,” she said.  We’re going to Auckland-Auckland, New Zealand.”

  Because so many English words sound similar, misunderstandings among English –speaking people are not uncommon.  Not all misunderstandings result in highways being closed or passengers flying to the wrong continent.  Most misunderstandings are much less serious.  Every day people speaking English ask one another questions like these: “Did you say seventy or seventeen?” “Did you say that you can come or that you can’t?” Similar –sounding words can be especially confusing for people who speak English as a second language.

  When a Korean woman who lives in the United States arrived at work one morning, her boss asked her, “Did you get a plate?” “No…,” she answered, wondering what in the world he meant.  She worked in an office,  Why did the boss ask her about a plate?  All day she wondered about her boss’s strange question, but she was too embarrassed to ask him about it.  At five o’clock, when she was getting ready to go home, her boss said, Please be on time tomorrow.  You were 15 minutes late this morning.”  “Sorry,” she said,  “My car wouldn’t start, and ,,,,”  Suddenly she stopped talking and began to smile.  Now she understood her boss hadn’t asked her, “Did you get a plate?”  He had asked her, “Did you get up late?”

  English is not the only language with similar-sounding words.  Other languages, too, have words that can cause misunderstandings, especially for foreigners.

  An English-speaking woman who was traveling in Mexico saw a sign in front of a restaurant.  The sign said that the special that day was “sopa con jamon y cebolla.”  She knew that was Spanish for “soup with ham and onions.”  That sounded good.  As the woman walked to her table, she practiced ordering.  She whispered to herself, “Sopa con jamon y cebollas.  Sopa con jamon y cebollas.”  Then she sat down, and a waiter came to take her order.  “Sopa con jabon y caballos,” she said.  “What?” the waiter asked.  No wonder the waiter didn’t understand.  The woman had just ordered a very unusual lunch: soup with soap and horses.

  Auckland and Oakland.  “A plate” and “up late.”  Jamon and jabon.  When similar-sounding words cause a misunderstanding, probably the best thing to do is just laugh and learn from the mistake.  Of course sometimes it’s hard to laugh.  The man who traveled to Auckland instead of Oakland didn’t feel like laughing.  But even that misunderstanding turned out all right in the end.  The airline paid for the man’s hotel room and meals in New Zealand and for his flight back to California.  “Oh well,” the man later said, “I always wanted to see New Zealand.”

Selected from Even More True Stories

Glossory:

1. bum: a person who is wandering

2. gasp: take one or more quick deep breaths with open mouth, because of surprise or exhaustion

6. The driver pulled over to the side of the highway.  What did the driver exactly do?

a、 The driver looked to the side of the highway.

b、 The driver moved to the side of the highway.

c、 The driver pushed to the side of the highway.

7. Why did the man hide in the restroom?

a、 Because he didn’t want to pay for his bus ride

b、 Because he wanted to go to the restroom

c、 Because he wanted to hide a bump in the restroom

8. Why did the Korean woman didn’t ask her boss about his strange question?

a、 She was afraid to ask that.

b、 She was too embarrassed to ask that.

c、 She was feeling guilty that she was late for work.

9. Which of the following description is wrong?

a、 Misunderstandings among English-speaking people are not common.

b、 Most misunderstandings are not so serious.

c、 English is not the only language with similar-sounding words.

10. Which of the following description is right?

a、 The driver radioed the police means that he got the attention of a police car

b、 Not all misunderstandings result in highways being close means that it cause highways to be closed.

c、 But even that misunderstand turned out all right in the end means that it was OK after the plane turned back.

Selection: Choose a proper word into the blank.  Make sure the word can let the whole passage make sense. (30%)

III. Every year thousands of tourists visit Pompeii, Italy.  They see the sights that Pompeii __1___ - its stadiums and theaters, its shops and restaurants.  The tourists do not, however, see Pompeii’s people.  They do not see them __2___ Pompeii has no people.  No one has lived there for almost 2,000 years.  Once Pompeii was a busy city of 22,000 people.  It lay at the foot of Mount Vesuvius, a grassed-covered volcano.  In August of the year 79 Mount Vesuvius __3___.  The entire top of the mountain exploded.  Soon stones and hot ash began to fall on Pompeii.  Pompeii was __4__ under 20 feet of stones and ash.  Almost all of its people __5___.

Selected from Even More True Stories

1.

d、 is famous for

e、 is outstanding at

f、 is well-known with

2.

d、 in results 

e、 because

f、 because of

3.

d、 erupted

e、 collapsed

f、 poured down

4.

d、 covered

e、 hit

f、 attacked

5.

d、 died

e、 dead

f、 dying

IV. Many people are superstitious __1___ numbers.  They think that there are lucky numbers and unlucky __2___.  The number 13 is often considered unlucky.  __3___ some parts of the world, buildings have no 13th floor and streets have no houses __4___ the number 13.  In Japan, 4 is considered unlucky because in Japanese the word “four” is pronounced the same __5____ the word “death.”

Selected from Even More True Stories
1.

d、 with

e、 about

f、 in

2.

d、 ones

e、 one

f、 number

3.

d、 In

e、 On

f、 With

4.

d、 in

e、 with

f、 owning

5.

d、 as

e、 about

f、 in

