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Downloading MP3 Is Not a Crime

    Few months ago, I was so surprised to see that the police burst into one university male dormitory in middle part of Taiwan to catch those who downloaded MP3 in the computer. (This) The news spread rapidly to universities and students were so cautious about downloading MP3; they might cancel all the MP3 files as soon as the police burst into their dormitory. Unfortunately, some of students were still caught to the police station and they were fined with a small amount of money. I don’t understand the purpose of the government to forbid us downloading MP3; downloading MP3 is not a crime but a world trend. The government should pay attention to a (omit “a”) more serious problems like counterfeiting CDs instead of interfering in a proper mass entertainment. 

    The famous American singer and movie star, Madonna, released her new album on line and people can download the music to see if they like it or not; if people like the music, they will go to the music store to buy her album. No doubt, Madonna got excellent outcome of the album and more than millions of people bought the album. In Taiwan, the first person who released the album on line is one of my favorite singers—A-mei. Some people said it’s a (omit “a”) suicide to release his or her own album on line because in this way, people won’t buy the album and the music company and the singer get no profit in the end. Surprisingly, the album was unprecedented (adj.?) popular and both the company and A-mei profited much from it. So, downloading MP3 gradually becomes a world trend and it’s beneficial not only for the customers but also for the music companies and singers. 

    The price of CD is about four to five hundred dollars and students, who only get the allowance from parents, can’t afford that money. Take me for example; my allowance per month is eight thousand dollars and I spend the money on everyday meals, entertainment, and other stuff. Suppose I spend two hundred dollars per day on three meals so totally it costs me six thousand dollars. The money I have left is only two thousand dollars so suppose I go to the movie which is about three hundred dollars, buy a book about five hundred dollars and go to the KTV about five hundred dollars so (I only leave) I am only left with seven hundred dollars. Probably I only can buy one album per month and save the rest money on the bank. My favorite singers are about ten and singers nowadays release their albums so fast that I can’t afford to buy all of them. Therefore, I prefer downloading MP3 to buying the albums in order to save money.

    Sometimes we will find that the album we buy is not worth buying at all. The music company only advertises three to four songs per album and sometimes we will be cheated by those leading songs and then buy the album. Those songs which are advertised surely are the best in the album so how can the customers know the rest of songs of (an) the album are as good as the leading songs? If we can download the rest of songs to test the quality of an album, we won’t (have) take the chance to waste our money on (the) an album of poor quality. The reason why Madonna and A-mei had the courage to show their music to the audience on line is that both of their albums are in good quality and quantity so they were not afraid of no one buying their albums. Downloading MP3 is a way to encourage singers and music companies to produce high-qualified music so customers won’t be fooled next time.

    Some music companies say they earn nothing if people keep downloading MP3 without buying the albums. Right now when we download MP3, we need to pay about ninety-nine NT dollars to the on-line MP3 company; the price depends on the different MP3 company. Consequently, if the music companies cooperate with on-line MP3 companies, they can earn abundantly just like what Madonna did on her own music company. She (contracted) signed a contract with a famous MP3 company so she got the profit while the MP3 company earned money. To sum up, downloading MP3 does no harm to anyone (but) for or because everyone gets benefits from this proper and decent transaction. 

