Group Members: Christine Chen, Stacey Chen, Alice Su

Course: English reading for non-native speakers

Class Size: Twenty-five students

Student Selection: Senior high school students

Course Objective:  On completing the course, students are supposed to be able to read English texts individually, acquire new vocabulary, understand the main ideas of the text and summarize them into a well organized outline.

A reading class?

Course Content: A syllabus will be provided later.

Class Time: This is a sixteen weeks course with two hours of class time per week.

Purpose of Assessment:

I. To evaluate each student’s understanding of the readings.

II. To find out if the course objective is achieved.

Yes, for achievement.

Methods of Assessment:

I. Alternative assessment

Rationale: Apart from the traditional paper and pecil test, alternate assessment is used to give a more thorough understanding of the student’s performance and improvement,  It is a little unfair to judge a student’s performance based on only written tests.  Therefore , alternative assessment is like information gathering.  The student’s performance and abilities (achievement) are observed and “gathered” using various methods during the class.  The rationale for each kind of alternative assessment is explained below:

A. Class observation/Class participation 15%

Rationale: It is very important to have class discussion when assessing student’s reading.  Students’ thoughts can be shared and by listening to the discussion, the teacher can understand each student’s progress on reading the assigned text.  Teachers can judge on what level of abstraction students are operating.  Students can be motivated by enthusiastic class discussion.   Good!
B. Individual conference 5%

Rationale: This approach allows the teacher to meet with each student.  This can be diagnostic and helps to find out each student’s weakness and strengths.  Each student is given about 5-10 minutes of conference time.  A class will be scheduled solely for individual meetings.  Enough time for meeting with 25 students?
C. Reading journal(s) 30%

Rationale: To identify a student’s understanding of the assigned texts.  Three journals are required by each student based on one of the selected texts.  An outline should be written for each journal.  The students should also keep a reading record which it provided by the teacher at the beginning of the course.  The record includes categories such as text title, text type, reading time, feedback, and so on.  By keeping a record, the teacher can see the student’s improvement in reading speed and understanding of the basic structure of texts.

Be sure to provide the sample in you project.

D. Portfolio 5%

Rationale: A selection of student’s individual works is included in the portfolio so the teacher can see the student’s improvement very clearly.  The portfolio should include:

a. At least three reading journals

b. Reading records

c. Feedback form (will be given at the end of the course.)

I have a book on reading portfolio.  You’re welcome to take a look at it.

II. Texts:

Rationale: Two traditional paper and pencil tests are adopted as a part of the assessment.  The midterm examination is a progress test which is used to determine the student’s lesson development.  The final examination is used as a program evaluation.

A. Progress tests 20%

B. Achievement test 25%

Test Specification:

I. Process tests: Midterm Examination

Rationale: To see if the student have done their assigned readings.

· Multiple choices only

II. Achievement test: Final exam

Rationale: To determine if the course objective is achieved.

1. Multiple choice questions

Rationale: To see if the student have absorbed the reading strategies (taught) in class.

· Reading passages will be given.

· A vocabulary list will be given to make sure that it is the student’s reading ability that is examined.

Glossary?

2. Short answer questions

Rationale: To see if the students have done their works and fully understand the texts.

· Based on the materials taught during the course.

Test Design:

· Midterm: Multiple choices will be based on the class texts.  This is to test the student’s knowledge and understanding of the texts.  Hence, questions will be randomly selected based on the content of texts.

In your project you have to present the entire tests (both or one of them.)

· Final: Multiple choices will be based on the new reading passages provided.  It will be like a reading comprehension test.  The short answer questions will be based on the class texts again.  Answers will need more elaboration so the teacher can tell if the students are paying attention in class.

· Apart from the multiple choices which have exact answers, the marking of the short answer questions will not be based on the student’s writing skill such as grammar.  The content of the answers is more important.  Yes, for a reading test.
· A pilot test will be conducted if enough pilot test takers can be found.

· If the pilot test is conducted.  Item analysis will also be done.

Good

Grading

Alternative Assessment, 55% including:

· Class observation/Class participation 15%

· Individual conference 5%

· Reading journal(s) 30%

· Portfolio 5%

Very Clear

Tests, 45% including:

· Progress tests 20%

· Achievement test 25%

Good proposal.  I hope your project will be as good!!

