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Assessing Writing

I. Principles for assessing writing

A. Reliability 

1. Give writing assignments before real tests

2. Avoid unclear or too difficult instructions

3. Give instructions as specific as possible (restrict test-takers)

B. Validity

1. Test only writing ability, and nothing else

2. Set as many tasks as is feasible

3. Ensure samples long enough

C. Practicality—ensure ease of access (e.g., online writing)

D. Positive washback—give authentic writing tasks

E. Scoring

1. Holistic scoring

2. Analytic scoring

II. Existing writing assessment methods

A. Traditional assessment

1. Grammar and structure

a. Multiple-choice item

b. Error-recognition items

c. Re-arrangement

d. Changing words

e. Blank-filling

2. Controlled writing

a. Transformation

b. Broken sentences

c. Sentence and paragraph completion

d. Notes

e. Summary writing

f. Chinese-English translation

3. Free writing

a. Essay writing

b. Using pictures for writing

c. Journal (手札)

B. Alternative assessment

1. Diary (日記)

2. Online discussion board

3. Dictocomps

4. Think-aloud writing

5. Portfolio

6. Peer evaluation

III. Comparison of traditional and alternative assessment

IV. Sample elicitation and evaluation

A. Chinese-English translation (traditional assessment)

B. Portfolio (alternative assessment)

( Work distribution
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