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Outline for Assessing Vocabulary

I.  Principle:

1. Vocabulary tests cannot be tested in proficiency test, such as TOFEL, GEPT. However, in some achievement tests practiced in class, vocabulary can be circled out to be an individual test if students have particular textbooks. Usually testing vocabulary is included in either reading or comprehension.

2. Vocabulary are used everywhere including passive or receptive vocabulary (what students recognize) and active or productive vocabulary (what students actually use). Remember that most people can recognize far more words than they can actually use.

3. 5 shortcomings:

 eq \o\ac(○,1)  Frequency unfair:

    Some frequency but oral more familiar.

 eq \o\ac(○,2)  Relative frequency  ＞ absolute difficulty

    Ex. Examine → examiner

 eq \o\ac(○,3)  

 eq \o\ac(○,4)  Lack of data

    “bark”   i.  Coverings of tree

            ii.  Sound made by dogs

          × iii.  A kind of sailing boat

 eq \o\ac(○,5)  Frequency based on recent survey

 ※  Multiple-choice is widely used in testing vocabulary because guessing the meaning of vocabulary items is something which we would probably wish to  encourage.

II.  Methods:

    1.  Passive, recognition:

 eq \o\ac(○,1)  Matching

 eq \o\ac(○,2)  Definition

Ex. Loathe means A. dislike intensely

                     B. become seriously ill

                     C. search carefully

                     D. look very angry

 eq \o\ac(○,3)  Gap filling ∕ Completion (multiple choice)

Ex. The strong wind _______ the man’s efforts to put up the tent.

A. disable

B. deranged

C. hampered

D. regaled

 eq \o\ac(○,4)  Synonyms

Ex.  Gleam   A. gather  B. shine  C. welcome  D. clean

2.  Active, production

       eq \o\ac(○,1)  Completion (cloze tests) ＝ Gap filling

          Strength: i. Reading comprehension

                  ii. overall proficiency

          Weakness: how to score learner’s responses

       eq \o\ac(○,2)  Pictures

       eq \o\ac(○,3)  Definitions
3.  Alternative

Games → class

            computer

III.  Critics the current tests

1. 高三英文學科能力測驗

2. GRE (aptitude test)

