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Introduction

    The proposed class is the first grade of senior high school, within 50 persons in total. This is a General English class, and the textbook, which is adopted from Studio Classroom, includes 15 units. All the students in this class are required to read and listen to Studio Classroom everyday. Furthermore, the students are also asked to memorize the vocabulary and familiarize with every text. The class time is twice a week, every Tuesday and Friday, each time with two hours. In the class, the teacher will give a lecture on every individual unit. Three main objectives are focused in this course. First of all, make students to be more active on learning and participating in class discussion. Second, develop the writing skill and correct grammar usage. Third, promote students’ listening and reading ability. About the design of this course, there are totally four parts of requirements. Firstly, free writing diary (15%). Each diary should be written about 120 words and handed in every other week. The purpose of keeping diary is to make students be able to express their feelings or reflections about every day life in English. Secondly, one presentation is needed (15%). The students should form a group with 3 people, and give the presentation in the class after spring break. The topic is about an unassigned holiday, either in western or eastern customs. Every group could decide on their own. Thirdly, quizzes (40%). Once a week, and a quiz contains one unit in Studio Classroom, including vocabulary, grammar, translation (reading, and writing). The purposes of having quizzes are to assess what the students have learned from the text, and their progress of learning, and to keep their regular reading habits. Finally, final exam (30%). The final exam would be held at the end of the semester. The content includes multiple-choice cloze (vocabulary and grammar), story-telling (make up a story according to the pictures given), translation (reading and writing), and listening comprehension (listening). The main purpose of this achievement test is to see how much the students learn from this course in the whole semester.

    The design of this course strikes a balance among listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills. In order to keep the students’ enthusiasm of learning, we want to have more lively teaching materials, for example, Studio Classroom. Besides, we do consider the level of Studio Classroom is appropriate, could be easily accepted by the first grade students of senior high school. All of the content and assessment methods are designed to go with the course objectives. However, we also want to develop students’ good habits of studying English actively through listening to Studio Classroom everyday. In this way, the students can have better performance on English learning.

Design

We would have a class teaching English with Studio Classroom magazine for senior high students in order to make them have knowledge of vocabulary, reading, listening, writing, speaking ability. Through the whole course, we would ask students to have free writing diary every other week to make students have opportunity to express their feelings in English and make progress in writing. They have to write at least 120 words in diary in order to make them not to be too lazy and we refer to the JCEE’s instruction for writing part to have 120 words for diary. There is also another assignment in the course that is the presentation about introduction of holidays after spring break. Through this presentation, we want to assess student’s speaking ability and their ability to collect data in English, their team work and their organization of their presentation. Furthermore, we would have quizzes for each unit to make them be familiar with the topic they learn and be sure that the students all understand what the teacher taught them. That is, having the quizzes is to assess what they learn from the text, the progress of learning and also to keep their reading habit because the students would be lazy to study that quizzes can push them to review what they learn. Therefore, in quizzes, we would have cloze test to test students if they understand the vocabulary and have the reading ability to fill in the answers. The cloze part is presented with the word bank that we have asked some senior high students that they think it is better for them to test the understanding of the vocabulary more not the memorizing of the vocabulary only. Second part of quiz is correction to test students’ grammar ability. In TOFEL, the format of testing grammar is correction so we adopted this format to test our students’ grammar ability. The final part of quiz is the translation part that students have to translate Chinese into English. In this part, we want to assess students’ writing ability and also want to know how much they learn from the text. (Please refer to the sample of quiz.) And then, at the end of the course, we would have the final exam as the review of the course to see how much the students have learned from the course. First, we use general test format to test students’ vocabulary and grammar ability. Second part is story telling that students have to make a story according to the pictures given. The pictures are related to the topic the students have studied. To assess the students’ understanding about the topic they have learned. Third part is translation that is to test students’ writing ability. The finally part is listening comprehension with Q and A based on the tape. The conversations in the tape are all according to the topics the students have studied that, we think, would eliminated students’ nerve on listening because of the familiar content. (Please refer to the sample of final exam.) As for the grading proportion of the assessments in the course is in the following. The diary part is 15% because we try to avoid giving the students too much pressure, but also make them have a regular writing habit. The presentation part is 15% that to ensure that the students keep learning English during the vacation, and have active learning during the process of collecting data. The quiz part is 40%, that is almost 14 quizzes in the course and they are also the records of students learning. The final exam part is 30% that it is the assessment of students’ whole semester learning. 

Conclusion


The problems we met in the process of developing the assessment plan were the design of assessment methods and the adoption of the teaching materials. At the very beginning, we finished discussing the course content and course objectives very smoothly. But after that, we were quite confused with the reliability and validity of our assessment methods. We could not ensure if these methods were appropriate or not. Besides, it was difficult to distribute the grade proportion. We think that it is important to have proper proportion to every assessment test. For example, the final exam is 30% of the final grade because it is the achievement test of whole semester learning. And diary takes 15% because we want to avoid giving the students too much pressure, and make them have regular writing habits. As for the test design, we tried our best to make the quizzes and final exam not too difficult, neither be too easy to the senior high-first grade students. In this way, all of the test content were adopted from the text. However, we still could not be sure that if they would think that test was inappropriate to them even after we had pretested by ourselves.

    In writing this project, we still had to consider the thinking of the students at the same time. When we chose the teaching materials from so many texts in Studio Classroom, what we considered about were the level of attraction of the topic, the fun of reading the text, the relationship between the recent tendency and the text, and so on. We were afraid that the boring texts would reduce the students’ enthusiasm and motivations to study in this course. In addition, we also chose texts according to its classification. It means that we have varieties of texts belonged to different fields. In our points of view, this could train the students to get accustomed into all kinds of reading materials even though they are not familiar with the texts.


Before we started planning our project, we really felt panic because we did not know what should be contained in a complete project and what would be better to propose a class with appropriate course content. However, we solved most of the problems we met at the very beginning even though it was very likely that we still missed something. Also, we realized it was so hard and laborious for a teacher to design the course content, set up the course objectives, have clear instructions for all the course requirements, and have the most proper grading proportion. Even a quiz also takes lots of time and efforts for the teacher to set questions. To sum up, making students learn the most through all the assessment methods and through the whole semester courses are the most crucial things for the teacher. On the other hand, it is also important for the students to catch up with the teacher certainly. The two must go with each other very well to bring the English class into the greatest efficacy.
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English Class Syllabus （Spring 2002）
Teacher: Ophilia Chen

Office: 英文科老師辦公室   Tel:(02) 29643333-123 

Class Time: Tue & Fri 10:00~12:00a.m   Email: ophilia@hotmail.com
Objectives: 1. To make students to be active on both learning and participation in class activities

          2. To develop the writing skill and the correct use of grammar

          3. To promote listening and reading ability

	No.
	Date
	Activities
	Assignments

	1
	  2/11 T
	Introduction to the course
	

	2
	  2/14F
	Unit 1—Spotlight on Yellowstone National Park
	

	3
	2/18 T
	Unit 1
	Diary1 due

	4
	2/21 F
	Unit 2—Hispanic Americans【Quiz 1】
	

	5
	2/25 T
	Unit 2
	

	6
	2/28 F
	Holiday
	

	7
	3/4 T
	Unit 3—Adventure Camps【Quiz 2】
	Diary2 due

	8
	3/7 F
	Unit 3
	

	9
	3/11 T
	Unit 4—On the Road【Quiz 3】
	

	10
	3/14 F
	Unit 4
	

	11
	3/18 T
	Unit 5—Ron Howard: Hollywood’s Mr. Nice Guy【Quiz 4】
	Diary3 due

	12
	3/21 F
	Unit 5
	

	13
	3/25 T
	Introduction of Presentation 
	

	14
	3/28 F
	Spring Break
	

	15
	4/1 T
	Spring Break
	

	16
	4/4 F
	Spring Break
	

	17
	4/8 T
	Presentation 
	

	18
	4/11 F
	Presentation 
	

	19
	4/15 T
	Unit 6—Manage Your Emotions【Quiz 5】
	Diary4 due

	20
	4/18 F
	Unit 6
	

	21
	4/22 T
	Unit 7—English is Child’s Play【Quiz 6】
	

	22
	4/25 F
	Unit 7
	

	23
	4/29 T
	Unit 8—Two Invitations【Quiz 7】
	Diary5 due

	24
	5/2 F
	Unit 8
	

	25
	5/6 T
	Unit 9—The Internet Café Attraction【Quiz 8】
	

	26
	5/9 F
	Unit 9
	

	27
	5/13 T
	Unit 10—Troubles Led to Taiwan【Quiz 9】
	Diary6 due

	28
	5/16 F
	Unit 10
	

	29
	5/20 T
	Unit 11—Spotlight on Boston【Quiz 10】
	

	30
	5/23 F
	Unit 11
	

	31
	5/27 T
	Unit 12—How Language Test All【Quiz 11】
	Diary7 due

	32
	5/30 F
	Unit 12
	

	33
	6/3 T
	Unit 13— What Skin You Are In【Quiz 12】
	

	31
	6/6 F
	Unit 13
	

	32
	6/10 T
	Unit 14—For Love of The Game【Quiz 13】
	Diary8 due

	33
	6/13 F
	Unit 14
	

	34
	6/17 T
	Unit 15—It’s A Date【Quiz 14】
	

	35
	6/20 F
	Unit 15
	

	36
	6/24 T
	Review for Final
	

	37
	6/27 F
	Final Exam
	


Text book: Studio Classroom, 空中英語教室文摘社 ,Taipei

Grading 

1. Diary………..15﹪        

2. Presentation…….15﹪

3. Quiz………….40﹪

4. Final Exam……30﹪

5. Attendance: Student who is not absent for the whole semester will be added 3 points in his/her final grade

Requirements

1. Diary

1. Free writing, at least 120words, hand in every other week

2. Students can write whatever they want, everything that happens in daily life. (e.g. movie, trip, pet, book, etc.)

2. Presentation (4/8, 4/11)

1. Introducing one of the holidays (either eastern or western) you like.

2. 3 persons as a group, the presentation should last within 10 mins.

3. In this presentation you have to include background information (e.g. the history/ origin of the holiday), special food, ways of celebration, and the influence on people and society.

3. Quiz

1. Once a week, a quiz contains 2 units in Studio Classroom
2. Students should be familiar with the vocabulary and grammar, and the content

4. Final Exam (6/27)

1. The exam will cover all the articles we learn in this semester

2. Students should focus on the understanding of the central idea of each article

3. Please prepare as earlier as you can

Quiz 9--- The Internet Café Attraction           Name___________ No.______

I. Vocabulary (30﹪)

addictive   interact   network game  fulfilling  alias  reputation  virtual  pressure   blame     chat room

 One of the major reasons that Peter finally become _______to online games is the ________ from his parents. His parents care about________ a lot and always think Peter’s schoolwork isn’t _______ enough. For Peter himself, he gets tired of the high requirement that parents set on him and decides not to ______ with them anymore. He begins to close himself in the room and throws himself into the _______ world of Internet. He likes it because here he can use _________ and no one knows who him is. No one will _______ him. Peter is really talent in both ___________ and _________ and enjoys in them.

II. Correction (30﹪)

____1. A little girls are also in the café, surfing the Net or hanging out in online chat 

        A                         B                   C          D

rooms.

____2. Where do they escape for? To places online where they can interact with 

                        A                  B              C           

people in interesting new ways.

            D

____3. Boys love go to internet café to play network games with many other players.
               A                 B              C      D

____4. On the middle of all this fun, are there any downsides to internet cafés?

      A                   B   C                  D

____5. The enjoyment of network games and chatting may just be too many fun. 

                                                   A      B

Internet café customers confess the games and chat rooms sometimes become
                           C                                   D

addictive.
____6. They say Internet cafés are a bad influence in today’s youth.

           A              B             C   D

III. Translation (40﹪)

1. 網路聊天室容易使人上癮。

  ___________________________

2. 父母有時抱怨網路遊戲太過暴力。

  _______________________________

3. 網上友誼可能有時會取代真實生活中結交的朋友。

  _____________________________________________

4. 線上遊戲的參賽者可能說不同的語言或住在不同的時區。

  __________________________________________________

Final Exam

I、Vocabulary (40%)

(   ) 1. I’ve never seen such a large          of horses. They’ve everywhere. 

       (1) expedition (2) comprehension (3) concentration (4) excursion

(   ) 2. The Hansons are living in         . They don’t have enough money to buy food or clothes. 

       (1) poverty (2) religion (3) heritage (4) mansion

(   ) 3. I am very          with my house. I don’t need to buy a bigger or more expensive one. 

       (1) disappointed (2) surprised (3) curious (4) content

(   ) 4. I need to study hard. I may not pass my history class if I          my test next week. 

       (1) flunk (2) succeed (3) fix (4) skip

(   ) 5. Stanley is jut waiting for his          so he can become famous. 

       (1) box office (2) prize (3) car (4) big break

(   ) 6. My little brother is always          me. I wish he’d leave me alone. 

       (1) bugging (2) talking (3) criticizing (4) laughing 

(   ) 7. The          to learning English is to practice speaking the language. 

(1) clue (2) key (3) answer (4) purpose

(   ) 8. By studying science, you can          a good understanding about the natural world. 

       (1) require (2) use (3) take (4) acquire 

(   ) 9. Jack asked Jill to          him to the dinner party. But Jill doesn’t want to go with him. 

       (1) join (2) accompany (3) follow (4) help

(   ) 10. My brother          the Internet every day.

        (1) plays (2) goes to (3) checks (4) surfs

(   ) 11. I have a friend who works in a travel         . I call him when I need to buy plane tickets.

        (1) assistance (2) agent (3) agency (4) apartment

(   ) 12. If you want to get a good job you have to prepare a          that lists your skills and experiences. 

        (1) picture (2) resume (3) biography (4) photography

(   ) 13. After much         , Daniel that he had been wrong to quit school. 

        (1) reflection (2) thoughts (3) discussions (4) confidence 

(   ) 14. Be sure to watch out for         . Students often walk across this road after school. 

        (1) drivers (2) police officers (3) pedestrians (4) nurses

(   ) 15. Jason needs to          more time on his job. He’s been talking too much vacation recently. 

        (1) devote (2) dabble (3) embark (4) fill 

(   ) 16. The place is __________ with people. There’s no place to sit down.

        (a) teeming (b) filling (c) complained (d) jam

(   ) 17. What a ________! Everyone in my office is wearing the same color today.

        (a) Jesus (b) day (c) coincidence (d) beauty

(   ) 18. When you haven’t had enough sleep, your body is _________. It’s really easy for you to get sick.

        (a) beautiful (c) dry (c) vulnerable (d) volunteer
(   ) 19. I’m sorry, Dan, but you’re not a good leader. I’m going to have Rita _________ your job.

        (a) turn over (b) take over (c) take responsibility (d) run to 

(   ) 20. If you told Debbie you’d ask her out. You’d better do it. You should ________ on your invitation.

(a) follow through (b) go through (c) follow up (d) get through
II、Translation (25%)

1. 為了學習，學生們必須能理解他所聽到的東西。

2. 如果你在路上開太快，你將會得到一張交通違規罰單。

3. 去海邊之前，記得要擦防曬乳液，以免讓你曬傷。

4. 大部分台灣父母認為送他們的孩子去補習班有助於他們進入更好的學校。

5. 盜版CD危害到台灣音樂市場。

III、Story Telling (20%)



IV、 Listening Comprehension (15%)

1. (   ) If you have acne, you should…
a. go to a skin doctor

b. but lots of expensive medicine

c. wash out face two or three times every day

d. cut your hair

2. (   ) The gossip is to…
a. talk with people

b. to sip on tea made from goss

c. talk about other people when they are not there

d. to share good news about someone with others

3. (   ) People go to a lounge to…
a. relax           b. talk to friends

c. swim           d. a and b

4. (   ) People often confront another person when…
a. the person needs to have new friends

b. they want to confide in that person

c. they want to accuse the person of something 

5. (   ) Games of the past are still alive and well because…
a. everyone wants big contracts

b. people love the games and the competition
c. the games are being shown on television
d. the athletes are famous
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Please describe what do you see in this picture, and write a short paragraph about 120 words. The main idea of your paragraph should be related to “Language”.
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