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The Syntax of Spoken Language
Introduction:

Speech is an integral part of human life.  It seems to have a different syntax from that of written language.  In our report, we attempt to map out, or at least, find out some features of the syntax of spoken language.  First, we try to answer the question how the degree of formality and that of grammaticality are interrelated?  Second, we sort out its features by analyzing the data we collected.  Third, we attempt to determine the factors which are involved in the formation of these features.

Design:

To begin this report, our group needs to collect data from real life situations, which include news broadcasts, discussions, interviews, daily conversation, political speeches, and talk shows.  Each of our randomly-selected samples recording from Internet radio programs lasts for roughly 10 minutes.  Our data of discussions are directly collected from Studio Classroom monthly CDs.  Judy is responsible for transcribing sentences from movies.  We also record classroom conversations and lectures.  All of our sample sources are from native speakers of English because there are more syntactic errors found in the speech produced by non-native speakers.  After we finish tape-recording all the data, we start the transcription and analysis of our data.  Our transcription is based on prescriptive grammar and generally recognized conventions and styles of writing.  In other words, we regarded prescriptive grammar and the habitually acceptable style of English, namely standard English, as the criterion by which we compare and contrast the syntactical between speech and writing in English.  Instead of transcribing our data in full, we transcribed only the sentences with syntactic differences.  At the first step of our report, we classify all our data by situation.  During this procedure, we discuss how the degree of formality relates to the circumstances by presenting the frequency of the occurrence of the syntactical features of spoken language.  Next, we categorize our data into different syntactical features of spoken language, which are to be mapped out in comparison with the syntax of written language.  In the second procedure, we then present the features of the syntax of spoken language.  After our discussions on the syntactical features of spoken language, we provide a brief analysis of the reason why these features are present in spoken language.
Findings:
After the precise execution of our program design, we present our transcription in a chart that follows.
	Circumstances
	Data


	Political Speech
	None



	Daily Conversation
	Looks like she's got a brain transplant

By simply simply trying

You won't need it in there.

I'm out of here

See you in the waves

Most of the girls I take on the boat, they freak out. (subject too long)

We'll go find a more romantic spot.

I wanna remember nothing, nothing.  Understand?

It can't be

Be what?  Be real?

Just kidding!
How long have you been here for?
No way

There is a lot of people

You know, we aren't Jesus

You idiot

You should get going

It's just for tonight, sort of like Cinderella
Not tonight

Morning! Beautiful day, isn't it?
Wendy Kroy, with a "K"

Everybody to the hospital

Anybody home?

I feel like... well... Maybe I would love you

Call you right back

If you feel nervous about staying alone... don't

Oh, come on, Rex.  No secrets here

You are too great at the... What did you call it?

End of discussion, all right, AJ?

Well, you have to ask Peggy then.

So, sounds like you are having a good life.

Done!

I've got four left

Maybe not

Got you

Not so fast, Herry



	Discussion Studio Classroom
	Me, too

When I enter a college, I discovered there a teacher...

Absolutely, exactly!
She's written

Right away, right then, she...maybe she...

I think it would be fun, yeah!

But just the, the feeling of the launch, of the, the rocket fuel exploding underneath you and that, that force of lift off

A lot of shock, a lot of moving and shaking

Unless you bid, you know, to the point...

If our listeners are, are interested in...
R&B combines Rhythm and Blues, it's a combination
Extremely hot, and humanity is very high...

BBKing being the son of ...

So you walk right over it, sort of like, H guess the Hollywood walk of stars

So this kind of theatre, or this kind of place, and the kinds of Performances that they do there, we can generally say that this is a performing arts centre.

Something that I like, I, you know, is to go to a place, that again, is totally unknown to you.

There may be more than 200 teams of BBQ chiefs from all over the nation, come together...

Sounds great, so you went to...

So any of you who are wanting to...
Some of us aren't 

Pretty interesting, huh, Yvonne?

Someone who's done something wrong

Is that enough to convict someone of a crime, just that single piece of evidence without any other evidence that supports this as well.

Because if this man was arrested for eh... as a suspect for violent...

Exactly!

Right!

…friends were interested in this subject though

Definitely, I think that...
For you, for your needs. 

It's important for us to know how that...how those companies are trying to sell to us

And it's sort of "intimidating"

And you know what? I didn't like the way they fit.

And uh...so I, I called them
Just stay tuned

You know there is a lot of people
Well, I do Doris now, I, I have noticed

I've, I've several

Except the advertisement from Microsoft.
Sounds interesting

So this kind of things, have you ever used this kind of thing?

Physical, Physical
Cause we know that...

You find somethings are a little hard you don't know what they mean

It's kind of fun

I have 108,000 "pause" and turns...

And so, but...

...the things like that...

Because it's very, you can just get there very quickly very easily, to the state or to the city that you're trying to find information on

So yahoo...google, they are very popular nowadays.

Let's look at today's ...then
...still produce Hydrogen ultimately that, uh, it's called the, the word that you use is called...

...transportation systems, public transportation system using this kind of tech, too.

But, so I'm not sure...

We are wanting to have recognition...

Okay, so when your car is powered...

One thing that's important to know and also is the Hydrogen that is used in this process...

You know, by Toyota

So fierce, so hot...
You can't be surprised how, uh personal you could get, eh... uh you should like this, someone may just have...

And sometime, or sometime in the future it might be used against you

...and not only that, but if...

It would be easy to break into the database and take it off, and then who knows what they do forth?


	Lecture In Class
	a grammar and voc. kind of review

I will bring, hum, hum...

...next week in class, OK?

Analyze how, how...
What else may be?

What do things people buy in Taiwan to compete?  Cell phone!

Anymore...?

To end a composition, to end an essay...

Maybe...I don't Know, ...

Anyone having a question about this essay?


	Interview
	No warning signs? Nothing!

Oh, You gatta date him.

Guess what? What?

I mean basically, the, the UN...

And his, and his family

In a way it sort of...

And part of the reason that nothing has been done about this.

And and and uh to verify...

The US has been benefiting because it's taken all of that, that oil, but more anybody...

It's eh...just ...

This is the guy who's gonna become the president

This new kind of eh...new kind of era, this is, this this this this this, this crusade (George W Bush) this war on terrorism

Crusade? 



	Talk Show
	And and so eh... but if you're buying...

Tell us about your, the list, the list of your wonderful things

We, we, we need some guests coming up

Eh...email address, eh...in fact, GBI, eh...uh...cocks.internet.com

So this guy is kind of like... the most valuable tool that, I mean...

yap, yap, yap

In a geographic term, I call it creep, land creep

You know what car park is similar to that household favorite, Battery? Tank?

Let's see it's Friday

Things about the war, to the economy, and people..., the American public reaction...

And eh...invite you to tell me what you're freak out about?

That make you feel better?

Really?

Right, John?

Cool military hard wear, guising uniform, a big man and a touch of can, anything go wrong drama, there are plenty of references to Bush's...

There is a question, that is raised by...

In the campaign, campaign 2000

He received the order, yes, ok to report to...
Lincoln was a republican, right?



	News Broadcasts
	Today SARS just won't go away

And in sport...

Her husband's footballing future

He'd be worrying




Degree of Formality:

The degree of grammaticality is in direct proportion to that of formality.  In this section, we analyse the relationship between the degree of grammaticality and the degree of formality by calculating the data under each circumstance.  We multiply the number of ungrammatical sentences under a circumstance with the duration of the recorded data of that circumstance. (10 minutes as a unit)  Therefore we get the frequency of the occurrence of ungrammatical sentences, and we see the connection between the degree of grammaticality and the degree of formality.  Below we provide a chart to show the frequency of speech syntactical features. 

	Circumstance
	Times per 10 minutes


	Political speech
	0

	News
	4

	Discussion
	4

	Interview
	5

	Talk show
	9

	Lecture
	10

	Conversation
	18


Grammaticality
Formality


High

Low

Discussion:

After examining all the transcription we have, our group conclude nine syntactical features in spoken English.

Omission 

Functional words are relatively unimportant in conveying meaning so the speakers tend to utter only the most semantically essential content words

Absolutely!

Exactly!

A lot of shock, a lot of moving and shaking.

Extremely hot, and the humidity is very high.

Sounds great.

Pretty interesting, huh, Yvonne?

Looks like she's got a brain transplant.

Understand?

Not tonight.

Morning, beautiful day, isn't it?

Wendy Kroy with a "k." (My name is...)

Everybody to the hospital

Call you right back!

If you feel nervous about staying alone, don't!

End of discussion, all right?

So, sounds like you are having a good life.

Done!

Maybe not.

We'll go find a more romantic spot.
Would be easy to break into the database and take it off, and then who knows what they do forth?

What do things people buy in Taiwan to compete?  Cell phone!

Anymore?

Anyone having a question about the essay?

No warning signs? Nothing!

A: Guess what? B: what?
Really?
You idiot!

Anybody home?

So fierce, so hot

You know, by Toyota.

Abbreviation
Two words are phonologically and morphologically combined into one word for convenience
Because it's very, you can just get there very quickly very easily, to the state or to the city that you're trying to find information on.

She's written...

Someone who's done something wrong.

We'll go find a more romantic spot.

It can't be!

You know, we aren't Jesus!

It's just for tonight, sort of like Cinderella.

Today SARS just won't go away

He’d be worrying

Meaningless Insertion
Some semantically “hollow” expressions are inserted into a grammatically complete sentence to express uncertainty or pause

So this guy is kind of like... the most valuable tool that, I mean...

You can't be surprised how, uh personal you could get, eh...uh you should like this, someone may just have...

Well, I do Doris now, I, I have noticed.

You know, we aren't Jesus!

I feel like... well... maybe I would love you.

Well, you have to ask Peggy then.

We'll have a grammar and vocabulary, kind of review.

Idiom
The use of idioms in spoken language is common for convenience

See you in the waves.

Just kidding!

No Kidding!

No Way!

So what?

Ungrammatical Attachment
Sometimes phrases are ungrammatically connected to sentences possibly because the speakers are unable to immediately find the right word to connect them

So this kind of theatre, or this kind of place, and the kinds of performances that they do there, we can say that this is a performing arts centre.

Is that enough to convict someone of a crime, just that single piece of evidence without any other evidence that supports this as well?
Correction
Speakers sometimes rephrase to correct their ill-used sentence pattern or words

So this kind of things, have you ever used this kind of thing?

It's important for us to know how that...how those companies are trying to sell to us.

Because it's very…, you can just get there very quickly very easily, to the state or to the city that you're trying to find information on.

Because if this man was arrested for eh... as a suspect for violent behaviour... 

Tell us about your, the list, the list of your wonderful things

And sometime, or sometime in the future it might be used against you.

Subject Restatement
When the subject is too long for the short-term memory to bear, speakers restate the subject in the form of pronoun 

So yahoo, google, they are very popular nowadays. 

The girls I took on the boat, they freak out.

Repetition
Speakers think about the content or phrasing while they talk along so they repeat the same words or phrases as a strategy to extend the time for thinking. Such feature can also be found when the speaker is trying to express emphasis on certain ideas

· Thinking

Well, I do Doris now, I, I have noticed.

But just the, the feeling of the launch, of the, the rocket fuel exploding underneath you and that, that for, of lift off.

We, we, we need some guests coming up

I mean basically, the, the UN...

And his, and his family

And and and uh to verify...

This new kind of eh...new kind of era, this is , this this this this this, this crusade (George W Bush) this war on terrorism
· Emphasis

By simply simply trying.

I wanna remember nothing, nothing.

Continuation 

Sometimes when a speaker does not end his or her sentence completely the other person could utter just the fragment which is connected with the unfinished sentence

A: It can’t be. B: Be what? Be real?
Other Features

Sentences under this category are too complex to be sorted into any category above

You should get going. ("Get" replaces "Be")
You know there is a lot of people. (Because the subject goes after the verb, speakers tend to use singular verbs despite the plural form.)

So, sounds like you are having a good life.

We are wanting to have recognition...
So any of you who are wanting to... (There is a tendency in speech to use progressive tense in the place of simple tense.  Sometimes even verbs like “have” and “want,” which use are ”banned” by traditional grammar, are used in the progressive tense.)

You won't need it in there.

Me, too. 


To explain why there are so many features found in spoken language, we can borrow Professor Nash’s idea of psycholinguistics in Discovering Language: A concise introduction to linguistics for Chinese students. He mentions the four pressures on language: “There are various competing pressures on language, just as there are on you.” (Nash 11) Also, he indicates that Slobin has expressed these pressures as rules that language must follow: Be clear, Be processible, Be quick and easy, Be expressive (Nash 11). Moreover, Nash also indicates that language cannot follow all of these rules at the same time because they conflict with each other (Nash 11). Therefore, in order to follow all these above-mentioned rules as much as possible, people tend to speak with these features. That is why we found so many characteristics, which are distinct from written language.

Conclusion:


As is presented above, there are two interesting facts worth noting. One is that grammaticality is in direct proportion to the degree of formality of the occasions. The other is our description of the features of the syntax of spoken language and the involved factors. This report is a presentation of our findings and analyses, which pales in comparison to the research done by professionals. Nonetheless, this is the utmost we can do as beginners in the field of linguistics. 
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