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Teaching Plan: Journalistic English
Introduction
The proposed class is Journalistic English for advanced English learners.  The desired class size is twenty students because a smaller class insures that all the students receive equal amount of attention from the teacher.  The students have to pass an entrance examination in order to be admitted.  This is to make sure that they have at least 3000 headwords that are needed to read unsimplified texts with any ease (Nation 116).  According to Schmitt, “L2 learners benefit from a complementary combination of explicit teaching and incidental learning” (137).  Therefore, the course will use a combination of explicit and direct teaching methods, as well as incidental learning strategies.  Since the students are advanced learners, the classes are conducted in English to provide an all-English environment suitable for incidental learning for maximum exposure to the language.  The class is an eight week course with two hours of class per week, meaning a total of sixteen hours.  The course objective is that on completing the course, students are supposed to be able to understand the main ideas when reading and listening to English news reports, and acquire new vocabulary.  This course focuses on both reading and listening to English news reports, which put an emphasis on vocabulary acquisition.  From the reading and listening approaches, it is clear that this course focus more on developing receptive learning.  However, during class discussions, students will also improve their productive oral English ability. 

A syllabus is designed to show the exact content of the course (appendix 1).  The course goes through four major topics of news for the whole semester—Politics & Society, Science & Technology, Humanities & Arts, and Sports & Entertainment.  Furthermore, there are two subtopics introduced every week.  Students study different subtopics for reading and listening sessions.  As one of the conditions of the input theory of language learning introduced by Krashen, the learners must be interested in understanding the message (Nation 2).  Therefore, we try to provide different topics every time as a way to keep them interested and motivated.  The two-hour class is divided into two sessions.  The first 90 minutes is the listening session, and the remaining 30 minutes is the reading session.  This is because a lot of the reading activities are done at home.  In addition, based on the theory suggested by Schmitt, learning ten vocabularies per hour is proper for student’s acquisition (144).  Thus, we introduce around twenty new words per week, setting a goal of the acquisition of 160 words at the end of the course.  As for choosing which words to teach, since the students are advanced learners who purposely joined this course to learn ‘Journalistic English,’ we have adopted the learner-centered ‘third category of words’ as introduced in Schmitt.  This means that words related to English news reports and stories will be taught because “taking student wishes into account can be motivating to their learning” (Schmitt 144).
Teaching Strategies

Schmitt introduced fifty-eight different strategies to learn new vocabulary (133-136).  We are adopting the strategies below in the course.  All of them are used in the teaching plan, where further rationale and explanation will be provided. 

A. Strategies that will be used for introducing a new word’s meaning:

1. Guess meaning from textual context

2. Use a bilingual dictionary

3. Ask classmates for meaning

4. Ask teacher for meaning

B. Strategies for consolidating a word once it has been encountered
1. Verbal repetition
2. Written repetition

3. Word lists

4. Keep a vocabulary notebook

5. Use English-language media

6. Test oneself with word tests

7. Continue to study word over time

Listening Teaching Plan

	Approach
	Revision – establishing vocabulary (Nation 7)

	Example
	Revision and sharing of homework at beginning of each class.

	Rationale
	According to Nation, “an important teaching principle is that the old material in any lesson is the most important,” and “the effort given to the learning of new words will be waste if this is not followed up by later meeting with the words” (7).  Therefore, we have revision sessions where students have to share the findings from their homework.  This is a way to strengthen, develop and expand the newly learnt vocabulary.


	Approach
	Written-spoken connection (Nation 87-88)

	Example
	Teacher points to the written form of the vocabulary that is already written on the blackboard when the students come across it in the video clip.

	Rationale
	It is helpful to form a written-spoken connection so the students to concentrate on the new vocabulary.  At the same time, students can have better interpretation of the new vocabulary from the context.


	Approach
	Guessing from context (Nation 89)

	Example
	Students listen to news reports but the teacher does not interrupt nor indicate the meaning of the new words directly.  The students have to guess the meaning from the context.

	Rationale
	Based on Nation, it mentions that “guessing from the context” is not only important for reading but also for listening.  (Nation, 89)  In the process of guessing meaning, it has greater opportunities for students to learn new words.


	Approach
	Input theory of language learning (Nation 88)

	Example
	The video clip is slowed down, and the English subtitle is provided.

	Rationale
	Krashen’s theory says that “a foreign language is learnt by understanding messages that the learner is interested in understanding, that the learner does not feel worried or threatened by, and that contain some unknown language items which are understandable from the context” (Nation 88).  The theory suggests simplification as a way to help understanding the messages.  Since we want to keep the original news report unmodified, we slow down the speed and provide subtitle, so it is actually easier and in a way more simplified than the original report.  The students will not feel worried or threatened because they can understand the reports better.


	Approach
	Vocabulary control (Nation 89)

	Example
	The repetition of video clips, and the teacher repeats the new words frequently throughout the class.

	Rationale
	According to Nation, vocabulary control is a way of making sure that teachers repeat words, so that the students can hear the words again and again and reinforce their listening and understanding of the words.


	Approach
	Individual learning (Schmitt 135, 145)

	Example
	Students are asked to take notes.

	Rationale
	Some research suggest that learning thirty words per hour is possible, so the students are asked to keep their individual vocabulary notebook where they can add the words learnt in class and outside classroom.  This word list will be very useful for revision and future reference.


	Approach
	Team activities (Schmitt 143)

	Example
	The students are divided into groups for discussion and group activities.

	Rationale
	Newton found out that Students are useful vocabulary resource for one another, so we have group discussions that allow them to share known knowledge and also encourage and motivate each other.  This also enables verbal repetition.


	Approach
	Direct vocabulary learning (Nation 2)

	Example
	Different games and exercises that focus the students’ attention on vocabulary.

	Rationale
	Taking factors such as the time limitation, the age and level of the students, through direct teaching, the students will be more familiar with the words within a limited time.


	Approach
	Turn the word into productive use (Nation 94)

	Example
	Oral presentation

	Rationale
	By letting the students present the newly learnt words in English, they will be motivated and practice and repeat the words.  The new words are turned into productive use, and through practicing, the learners will remember them more easily.  This also enables verbal repetition.


	Approach
	Cloze Test (Nation 116)

	Example
	The students are asked to finish a cloze test at the end of the class.

	Rationale
	According to Helen Barnard’s research “Advanced English Vocabulary”, having a short blank-filling test at the end of each unit can provide the learners chances to review what have taught in class.  Moreover, the listening units focus on spoken materials, tests are provided in a passage instead of isolated sentences.  This also enables written repetition.


	Approach
	Enhance word knowledge – Homework (Schmitt 5)

	Example
	Students are asked to find out more information about the new vocabulary at home, and share them with the classmates in the next class.  They can find out any about the meaning(s), the grammatical behavior, the collocations, registered, associations, and frequency etc.

	Rationale
	Homework and the sharing of information can help the students to deepen their quality of knowledge about words already partially known.  They can also add additional information about the words into their notebook.


Reading Teaching Plan
	Approach
	Computer-aided language learning (Schmitt 146)

	Example
	Online lessons

	Rationale
	Online lessons are very patient about repetition and recycling.  Students need a lot of recycling before they can fully acquire the new words.


	Approach
	Self-preparation (Schmitt 145)

	Example
	The online readings are done before the students come to class.

	Rationale
	According to Schmitt, it is more productive to “assign students homework that introduces them to new words, such as word lists or reading, and then elaborate, expand, and consolidate these words in classroom” (145).  Therefore, the students are asked to study an online lesson at home before class, and then related activities will be done in class.


	Approach
	Guessing from Context (Nation 130) 

	Example
	In the online readings, meanings of words are not provided next to the articles directly.  Instead, we a glossary is provided as a link for learners as an aid.

	Rationale
	According to Nation, guessing from the context is the most important skill for vocabulary learning.  Without giving the meanings directly provides the learners to make “well-informed” guess of an unknown word in context.  Also it will not interrupt learners’ reading too much (130).


	Approach
	Glossary (Nation 134)

	Example
	A glossary is provided for each online reading because it is a good aid to give the learners definitions of words.

	Rationale
	According to Nation, a glossary has three advantages.  First, learners can check any words they do not know independent without asking for teacher’s help.  Second, each learner can put different emphasis on different words according their leaning.  Third, it is also a good way for learners to check if they have the correct guess of meaning from the context (134).


	Approach
	Extensive Reading (Schmitt 150)

	Example
	The web-class provides links to major English websites where students have sources to related news stories or other news reports.

	Rationale
	Schmitt suggests that intensive reading is a great way to increase L2 students’ exposure to the new language, which can help with vocabulary development.


	Approach
	Referring to a dictionary (Nation 135-136)

	Example
	The web-class provides links to major English dictionaries.

	Rationale
	Nation states that “in guessing words from context, reference to a dictionary was one of the steps to check if a guess was correct” (135).  Also, only links to English dictionaries are provided because bilingual dictionaries are not suitable according to Nation.


	Approach
	Reviewing words met in texts (Nation 137)

	Example
	Exercises are provided in the online lessons for revision.

	Rationale
	The exercises provide chances for repetition and recycling.


	Approach
	Narrow Reading (Schmitt 151)

	Example
	A new article that is related to the assigned reading in the online lesson is provided in the class.

	Rationale
	In ongoing news stories, oftentimes vocabulary will be repeated since the topic is the same.  It provides learners a better chance to learn vocabulary.  Also it makes the reading context easier because some words are repeated.  (Shimitt, 151)


	Approach
	Cloze Test (Schmitt 152)

	Example
	A cloze test is given in class.

	Rationale
	A cloze-test is provided in the end of the reading unit because it is a good way to access students’ vocabulary knowledge.


	Approach
	Connecting new words to the students’ world (Schmitt 147)

	Example
	Teacher lead class discussion – Q&A section.  The teachers will ask questions related to the topic and encourage the students to express their views.  

	Rationale
	One of the key principles of explicit teaching suggested by Sokmen is “make new words ‘real’ by connecting them to the student’s world in some way.”  The teacher can lead the students into using the new vocabulary as their productive vocabulary by asking questions that require them to connect the words with the answers.  


Design
Listening Class

Since this is an English course for adult advance learners, the classes are interactive by holding group and class discussion that encourage the students to practice their newly learned vocabulary.  The same layout or schedule applies to every single lesson, but the topic discussed will be different.  As the students are all mature adults with good English ability, the classes are more serious and students can participate in enthusiastic discussion instead of having games like most of the children based English lessons.  Below is the design for a typical listening class that runs for 90 minutes.

A Typical Listening Session
Goal: Let the students first discover the new words, then consolidate the knowledge by taking part in the class activities and discussion.  At the end of the class, the students are expected to have learnt some aspects of all the new vocabulary so they are able to review them at home and do their homework.

Homework: The students are asked to study the new vocabulary and find out or research about the other usages, such as register, grammar, collocation, and so on.  They will share the information at the beginning of the next class.
	Time
	Contents

	Revision:
10 Minutes
	· The teacher will ask the students to share their homework findings with the class.  The teacher will first encourage volunteers, but if no one wants to speak first, she will then appoint some students.

	Listening:
5 Minutes
	1st time:

· The word list of the day is handed out with the vocabulary written on it (Appendix 2).
· Listen to the news in the original speed with visual text and take notes while listening (Appendix 3). 
· The teacher will point out the vocabulary on the poster during the process of listening.

	5 Minutes
	2nd time:

· Listen to the news in slow speed without visual text and continue to take notes while listening (Appendix 3). 

	Discussion Exercise: 

15 Minutes
	· Ask students to form groups of 2-3 people and let them have discussion of the vocabulary and the content of the news.  They are supposed to guess the meanings from context at this stage.

	20 Minutes
	· The teacher will teach the vocabulary and ask the students its meanings in class. The teacher will not only teach the meaning of the word but also give examples of the usages or phrases of the word. 

	20 Minutes
	· Each group takes turn making a sentence for each new vocabulary.
· The teacher takes note about the mistakes that the students are making.

· Students are encouraged to ask questions.

	10 Minutes
	· Listen to the passages where students have difficulty, and teach those words that are causing problems again. 

	5 Minutes
	· Cloze Test (appendix 4)


Reading Class

The reading class is divided into two major sections: the online class, and the actual class.  Students are expected to finish the online reading lesson before they come to class so they will be equipped with the knowledge that is necessary in order to participate actively in the actual class in the classroom.  The same layout or schedule applies to every single lesson, but the topic discussed will be different.  Below is the design for a typical reading class that runs for 40 minutes and the steps that should be taken by the students at home when using the online web-course.
A Typical Reading Session
Goal: Let the students first discover the new word meaning at home using the web-course, then consolidate the knowledge by taking part in the class activities and discussion.  At the end of the class, the students are expected to have learnt the new vocabulary as receptive vocabulary.

Homework: The students are asked to finish the online class before they come to class.

Classroom lesson:
	Time
	Contents

	15 Minutes
	· A worksheet containing a cloze test about the assigned reading and a news article that is related to the article in the web-class is handed out (appendix 5).
· The students are asked to work on the worksheet individually.

	5 Minutes
	· The teacher checks the correct answers wit the student.

	10 Minutes
	· Students are encouraged to ask questions related to the topic.

· The teacher will ask some questions that will let the students use the new vocabulary in their answers.


Online Lesson:

Since the students can have unlimited access to the online lesson, they are encouraged to review the readings for as many time as possible.  They can study at their own pace, so no time is allocated in this section, only the recommended steps are given.  However, each student can make use of the online lessons according to their own need.
Recommended Steps to follow when using the online lesson:
1. Read the instruction given in INTRODUCTION carefully.
2. Proceed to the TUTORIALS where all the lessons can be found.

3. This is what you should do for each lesson:

i、 Think about the schema building questions. 

ii、 Read the text and guess the unknown words from context. 

iii、 View the vocabulary links. 

iv、 Read the text for as many times as you like until you feel that you have fully understood it. 

v、 Complete the reading comprehension. 

vi、 Try the online game/exercise

4. Go to SUGGESTED LINKS and read more related articles from the major English news websites listed there.

5. Use the online dictionary to check up all the unknown words.

6. Post questions in the message board if the students need help before class.

7. Students are asked to keep the new vocabulary in their notebook.
Material:  The materials, including the video clips and the printed news reports used in the classes are authentic news reports taken from CNN, ABC, AP, Yahoo News, Taipei Times and other major English news organization.  The materials are included in appendix 6, and their sources cited in the works cited.
Conclusion

After completing the teaching plan, we have come up with several problems that we have encountered while doing the project:
1. Problem of an all-English class
It’s good for students to learn English through English, which can minimize the misunderstanding of meaning while doing the translation.  However, if the student’s listening ability is not good enough, s/he can not learn it well.  The learning effect is limited in accordance with student’s listening skills.

2. Problem of pre-assigned reading exercise:

Since all the reading exercises are supposed to be done beforehand, students have to be motivated enough; otherwise, the learning benefit will be reduced. 

3. Problem of determining the proper amount of vocabulary:

Based on the suggestion that Schmitt provided, 10 words per hour for teaching is ok.  But another researcher had estimated that non-native language learner can only learn 275 words per half year, which means on completing the 8-week program, they can only acquire 92 words.  Yet, we teach students 10 words per hour.  That is, 160-200 words for 8 weeks, which is almost twice than the amount they can acquire.  Therefore, it’s difficult to decide what the proper amount of vocabulary to teach is. 

4. Problem of word choice:

The class is Journalistic English.  The vocabulary we choose may not be frequently seen in daily life, meaning they are likely to be low frequency words.  Students will probably forget the meaning of the vocabulary easily, so we have the problem of choosing which word is better for introducing. 



Overall, we try to make our classes suitable for advanced adult learners.  We interviewed a few students in our department who are taking advance English classes in cram school, and also from our own experience being English majors, we found out that games are not very common in adult classes.  Adults prefer class discussions, and individual exercises where they can either share experience with each other, or study at their own pace.  This is why we try to combine the two in our course.  We try to adopt as many suitable theories/approaches that we have learnt from the class and the textbooks into our own teaching plan.  However, there are so many methods introduced by the textbooks and the teacher, we found it difficult to select the most appropriate ones out of such a big variety.  To conclude, it will be a great idea if we can demonstrate the entire class and ask the students to give us feedbacks, so we can improve our teaching plan, and make it better.
Work Distribution 
In-class demonstration:

Introduction and conclusion: Sherry

Theory and rationales: Alice

Listening class and activities: Joanna

Online class and reading class: Christine

Written Report:

Introduction: Sherry and Christine

Teaching plan and rationales: Alice and Christine

Listening class design: Joanna and Christine

Reading class design: Christine

Online class design: Christine

Conclusion: Sherry and Christine

Works Cited: Alice

Teaching materials: Alice and Sherry.

Appendixes: Christine
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APPENDIX 1 – Syllabus

Syllabus
	WEEK
	TOPIC
	HEADLINE
	L/R

	1
	Politics & Society


	US Presidential Election: Gore vs. Bush
	L

	
	
	Taiwan Rejects China’s help in SARS Fight
	R

	2
	
	More attacks hit at the US occupation
	L

	
	
	State Workers Win Right to Family Leave
	R

	3
	Science & Technology


	Hormone Therapy Doubles Dementia Risk
	L

	
	
	Wine Tasting Takes Brains, Italian Study Finds
	R

	4
	
	Possible Terms to Express PC Power: Einstein, Pi and, Well
	L

	
	
	Ready for Your High-definition Close-up?
	R

	5
	Humanities & Arts


	Brooklyn Academy Productions Snag Obie Sextet
	L

	
	
	'Down With Love' Returns Randall to Film
	R

	6
	
	Broadway's 'Les Miserables' Ends After 16 Years
	L

	
	
	The One-Act's Popularity:

Content & Enduring Appeal
	R

	7
	Sports & Entertainment


	Clemens' new glove fits, but he just can't wear it
	L

	
	
	13-Year Old Soccer Star Signs Nike Endorsement Deal
	R

	8
	
	Study: Smoking in Movies Encourages Teens
	L

	
	
	Teens Base Musical on Winona Ryder Trial
	R


APPENDIX 2

Vocabulary of the Day

	Opponent

	Amendment


	Pledge

	labor-union


	Enforcement

	Surge


	make a pitch for

	Momentum


	Constitutional

	Authenticity



APPENDIX 3 – Video Clips 
With the English Subtitle
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Without the English subtitle
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APPENDIX 4 – Cloze Test

Cloze-Test

     The two leading presidential candidates in the United States are out on the campaign trail.  Republican nominee George W. Bush is taking advantage of a _____ in the polls following his party’s convention last week.  His _____, the Democrat Al Gore, is trying to _____ his party base in the runup to his own _____ convention.  CNN’s Patty Davis begins our coverage.

     I make this ____ to you today: I will always stand with American law _____.

Patty Davis, CNN Correspondent

     Vice President Al Gore, made a _____ for the endorsement of the National Association of Police Organizations Saturday.  Gore _____ his support for a constitutional _____ for victio,’ rights, as well as requiring handguns be sold with trigger locks.  If elected, Fore said he’d put 50,000 more police officers _____ the streets.

     It was Gore’s third labor-_____ address in three days, as he _____ to the campaign trail after a family vacation.  Now that the Republican National Convention is over, and Bush is _____ in the polls, the vice president is looking to turn the spotlight onto his campaign.

     The Bush-Cheney ticket traveled the westbound, from Pontiac _____ Kalamazoo.  They are looking to keep the post-convention ______ going, with fireworks, confetti and rally rhetoric.


 Politicians love train _____.  It’s good pictures, and there’s and old-fashioned flavor about it that says old-fashioned values.  Even the protesters, and Bush ran into some, add to the feel of _____.

APPENDIX 5 – Reading Exercises

Cloze-Test
Taiwan Rejects China’s Help in SARS Fight

1. Taiwan rejected rival China’s ____ to help this island battle SARS, and insisted its ____ was under control Sunday even as health officials reported another 12 _____, pushing the worldwide death _____ past 700.

In Malaysia, about 200 navy personnel were _____ on their ship after a crew member died with _____ of severe acute respiratory syndrome, a senior health official said Sunday.

2. Taiwan turned down Beijing’s offer to send SARS experts and medical supplies to the island and criticized China for _____ it from joining the WHO.

Taiwanese officials have complained bitterly that China has _____ with international attempts to help.  China _____ Taiwan as its own territory and insists international bodies seek Beijing’s _____ before assisting the island.

Reading Comprehension

Canada braces for new SARS battle as Taiwan spurns mainland help offer

TORONTO (AFP) - Canada's largest city was gearing up for a new battle against SARS as officials investigated 33 possible new cases of the deadly virus, while Asian hopes continued to rise that the pneumonia-like respiratory virus was coming under control. 
Politics intruded in Taiwan's public health efforts, however, where authorities spurned an offer of protective equipment from mainland China, with Taipei still smarting after Beijing blocked its bid to win observer status with the World Health Organisation (WHO). 

In Toronto, which had not had a new SARS case since April 19 and was cleared by the WHO as a SARS-affected area 12 days ago, disappointed health authorities returned to action after news an undiagnosed sufferer may have exposed hundreds to the illness that has already killed 24 people in Canada. 

Officials were investigating 33 possible SARS cases and had sent some 500 people into quarantine Sunday. 

Canada is the only country outside Asia to report any deaths from Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome, which has killed more than 700 worldwide and infected more than 8,000 since it first appeared in southern China in November. 

After health officials delivered news of a possible new outbreak on Thursday, a growing number of suspected cases, including seven health care workers, were under investigation by Saturday. They displayed some SARS symptoms including fever, dry cough and breathing difficulties and three were in a critical condition. 

"We're treating them as SARS. We're isolating their contacts. We're isolating them in hospital because we're working to wrestle this one down to the ground," said Ontario's commissioner of health, Doctor Colin D'Cunha. 

Officials are investigating whether two recently deceased people had died of SARS without having been diagnosed, unwittingly exposing hundreds, including health care workers, patients and their family members. 

Taiwan authorities on Sunday rejected China's offer of medical protective gear, saying Beijing could have done more to help the island's fight against SARS by not blocking its bid last week to join the WHO. The global health body is part of the United Nations, which only recognises the Beijing government. 

In a letter to its Chinese counterpart, Taiwan's quasi-official Straits Exchange Foundation (SEF) recommended that Chinese authorities keep their medical supplies for their own battle against SARS. 

An official from the ruling Democratic Progressive Party said: "Taiwan could not possibly accept this after it received a slap on the face from Beijing." 

China's offer included 200,000 protective gowns, 100,000 N-95 surgical masks and five ambulances designed to transport SARS patients, according to the SEF. 

Health authorities on the island, meanwhile, reported 12 new fatalities from SARS, raising Taiwan's toll to 72. 

Another 22 infections brought Taiwan's caseload to 570, an increase from 10 the previous day but was still well down on the record 65 announced Thursday. The Department of Health insists the outbreak is being brought under control. 

One of China's top SARS experts, meanwhile, said SARS has caused no mass infection and life in Beijing, the world's worst-hit city, is gradually returning to normal. 

No trace of mass SARS infection within families, hospitals and construction sites has been detected recently, Rao Keqin, a senior analyst at a national SARS task force, told Xinhua news agency. 

Official Chinese figures show the SARS virus is concentrated in the Beijing area, which accounted for more than 80 percent of new cases in recent days. 

	
	 


China's nationwide death toll from SARS is 315 and the cumulative number of cases is 5,316. Of those, the Chinese capital has reported 167 deaths and 2,499 confirmed cases. 

China reported 16 new SARS cases and seven more deaths Sunday with Beijing accounting for four of the deaths and 13 of the new cases. 

Hong Kong continued to produce evidence the outbreak was on the wane, confirming one new case Sunday, a day after reporting no new cases for the first time since March and two days after the WHO lifted a SARS travel warning. 

Four new deaths were reported by the Hospital Authority, bring the total to 266 fatalities from 1,725 cases. 

Hong Kong is keen to sign up a host of celebrities including former US president Bill Clinton and Latin pop sensation Ricky Martin to spearhead a one billion-dollar campaign to kickstart its recovery from the SARS outbreak, the South China Morning Post reported Sunday.

1. Which country in the following is the only country outside Asia to report any deaths from SARS?

(A) Austria  (B) the United States  (C) Australia  (D) Canada

2. “Taiwan authorities on Sunday rejected China’s offer of medical protective gear… to help the island’s fight against SARS by not blocking its bid last week to join the WHO.”  Which of the following is not the definition of “blocking” here?

(A) restraining  from (B) check  (C)promoting (D)preventing from

3. “We’re treating them as SARS.  We’re isolating their contacts.  We’re isolating them is hospital because we’re working to wrestle this one down to the ground.”

Which of the following is not the definition of “isolating” here?

(A) quarantining  (B)blocking  (C) segregating  (D) separating

APPENDIX 6 – Class Materials

More attacks hit at the US occupation

HIT AND RUN: Just over two months since the US-led ``coalition of the willing'' invaded Iraq, things are looking like the West Bank and Gaza 

AP
Wednesday, May 28, 2003,Page 6 

Two American soldiers were killed and four others wounded on one of the deadliest days for US troops in postwar Iraq. 

An eight-vehicle US Army convoy was attacked early Monday by unidentified gunmen while on a resupply mission near Hadithah, a town about 190km northwest of Baghdad, US Central Command said. 

One soldier was killed and another wounded in the attack, US military officials said. 

The command said the ambush happened at 6:15am and that the troops belonged to the 3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment, which is based at Fort Carson near Colorado Springs, Colorado. 

The assailants used machine guns and rocket-propelled grenades in the attack, the latest of several on coalition forces this month. The statement said helicopters were immediately dispatched to the area to find the gunmen. 

Later Monday, US Central Command issued a statement saying a US soldier was killed and three injured when a Humvee ran over a land mine or unexploded ordnance at about 5pm in an apparently hostile act. Other patrols in the area came to help the soldiers. 

"The incident ... appears to be a result of hostile action, though the specific circumstances of the incident are unconfirmed," the military said in a statement. 

It did not provide more details, but witnesses in the well-off Baghdad neighborhood of Yarmouk said they heard several explosions and a 15-minute burst of gunfire along the road to the airport, west of the capital. 

A US soldier near the scene said it was an ambush and that at least one Humvee was destroyed. 

An Associated Press reporter saw the Humvee, still burning, more than 90 minutes after the attack. 

The road that connects Baghdad International Airport with the city is frequently used by US troops, many of whom are based at the airport. At least one other reported attack has taken place on that road in recent weeks. 

Meanwhile, in Baqubah, 70km northeast of Baghdad, US soldiers shot and killed a woman who tried to approach them carrying two hand grenades. The shooting took place immediately after unknown attackers threw handheld explosives at US soldiers guarding a former base of the pro-Iranian Badr Corps in the town, Central Command said. 

"Squad members verbally warned her several more times, but she continued to advance towards them. When she refused, the squad shot her several times. She fell to the ground, dropping one grenade, and continued to crawl towards them," the statement said. "The squad fired again, killing her." 

The deaths occurred just one day after an American soldier of the 977th Military Police Company in Fort Riley, Kansas, was killed and another injured in an accidental munitions dump explosion near Diwaniyah, 150km south of Baghdad. 

The injured soldier was transported to a field hospital, where he underwent surgery, the statement said. 

The deaths come even as Iraq's civilian administrator L. Paul Bremer, said troops have done a great deal to re-establish stability, including turning on water and electricity and improving basic services, and will start a program to help the nation rebuild its economy. 

But he acknowledged: "There is still a lot to do, there's no doubt." 

Also Monday, the International Atomic Energy Agency said nuclear inspectors would return to Iraq by the end of the week to ensure nuclear material stored at the Tuwaitha complex southeast of the capital remains safe and accounted for. 

The mission will be limited to inspecting whether Iraq is fulfilling its obligations under the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty and is not related to weapons inspections, IAEA spokesman Mark Gwozdecky said in Vienna, Austria. 

Another team of international experts has arrived in Iraq to inspect mobile labs that the United States believes were part of a suspected biological weapons program, Col. Tim Madere of the US military said. 

A top-ranking Iraqi police official, meanwhile, was fired Monday because of his ties to Saddam's Baathist regime. Though he helped US forces try to recreate a police force in Baghdad, Abdul Razak al-Abbassi was ousted by US officials because he was a full member of Saddam's Baath party. 

Also Monday, a US soldier drowned after diving into an aqueduct south of Kirkuk, the Central Command said. The soldier's name and unit were being withheld until his family could be notified.

State Workers Win Right to Family Leave 

By ANNE GEARAN, Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON - The Supreme Court ruled Tuesday that the nearly 5 million people who work for state governments are protected under a federal law intended to ease work and family conflicts, a surprising departure from the conservative-leaning court's usual stance on states' rights cases. 

The 6-3 ruling was all the more notable because its author was Chief Justice William H. Rehnquist, the main architect of the court's shift away from federal control. 

The court majority preserved the broad protection Congress mandated in the Family and Medical Leave Act, which guarantees workers will not lose their jobs if they take limited time off to deal with family emergencies. The 1993 law was intended to apply to all but the smallest employers and most specialized jobs, and to guarantee the same rights to both men and women employees. 

The rights of private-sector workers were not at issue in Tuesday's case, but supporters of the law said exempting state government workers would seriously undercut the law. 

"By creating an across-the-board, routine employment benefit for all eligible employees, Congress sought to ensure that family care leave would no longer be stigmatized as an inordinate drain on the workplace caused by female employees and that employers could not evade leave obligations simply by hiring men," Rehnquist wrote. 

Justices Sandra Day O'Connor, David Souter, Ruth Bader Ginsburg and Stephen Breyer joined Rehnquist, and Justice John Paul Stevens agreed with the outcome of the case. 

Congress had ample and persuasive evidence that women state employees, like women in the private sector, suffered in the workplace when work and family commitments clashed, the court concluded. 

States also did no better than other employers in eliminating stereotypes about who is the family breadwinner and who is the family caregiver, the court said. 

"This is important because the court is saying that there are some overriding and overreaching concerns that the federal government has a role to play in addressing, and sex discrimination is one of them," said Judith Lichtman of the National Partnership for Women and Families and a lawyer for the Nevada state worker at the center of the case. 

William Hibbs was fired in a dispute over how much leave he could take to care for his wife, who was badly hurt in a car accident. He sued in federal court, claiming the state did not give him his full 12 weeks of family leave as required under the 1993 law. 

Tuesday's ruling returns his case to a lower court, where Hibbs said he will ask for his job as a welfare case worker back. If he wins he would be eligible for back pay to 1997. 

No worker should have to choose between keeping their job and meeting obligations at home, Hibbs said after the court sided with him. 

"My bottom line in this whole thing is that I've done nothing wrong, I followed their procedures and I did everything they told me to do," in asking for time off, Hibbs said. "And because of that I get fired." 

What might have been a straightforward case about whether one employee got a raw deal became something different when Nevada invoked the notion of states' rights, or federalism. 

As the Supreme Court has interpreted it, the Constitution forbids an individual from suing a state unless the state agrees to be sued or unless Congress explicitly and justifiably allows it. 

In a series of 5-4 rulings since 1995, the Rehnquist court has used that reasoning to strike down or weaken laws meant to protect women victims of violent crime and keep guns away from schools, and to protect disabled people and the elderly in the workplace. 

Rehnquist and O'Connor have voted with the majority in the previous cases, including a 2001 ruling that state workers cannot sue to enforce their rights under the Americans With Disabilities Act. Many lawyers assumed the court would reach the same conclusion now. 

What makes the family leave issue different, Rehnquist said, is that the Supreme Court has already ruled that Congress has the power to pass national laws that attack racial and sex discrimination, and the court views such discrimination with a different lens. 

Justices Antonin Scalia, Anthony M. Kennedy and Clarence Thomas dissented. They are the other three in what some lawyers have called the "federalist five," and they saw this case as a continuation of that principle. 

Congress did not demonstrate that states as a whole discriminated in granting leave, Kennedy wrote. He added a slap at the apparent about-face of Rehnquist and O'Connor. 

"When the federal statute seeks to abrogate state sovereign immunity, the court should be more careful to insist on adherence to the analytic requirements set forth in its own precedents," Kennedy wrote. 

The case is Nevada v. Hibbs, 01-1368. 

Hormone Therapy Doubles Dementia Risk

By Ed Edelson
HealthScoutNews Reporter 

TUESDAY, May 27 (HealthScoutNews) -- Combined hormone therapy for women doubles the risk of dementias such as Alzheimer's disease, researchers report. 

Combined hormone therapy also does not protect against mild cognitive impairment, a less severe loss of mental function, and it increases the risk of stroke.

All that bad news comes from the latest data extracted from the Women's Health Initiative study, which was stopped last year when combined hormone therapy was found to increase the risk of breast cancer and heart disease. The three studies appear in the May 28 issue of the Journal of the American Medical Association.

The new reports are based on studies of subsets of the more than 100,000 women who enrolled in the study. Two studies of mental function done by researchers at Wake Forest University School of Medicine reported data on more than 4,500 women who were taking daily doses of estrogen and progestin.

"When we began the study, combined therapy was regarded as beneficial for dementia," says Sally A. Shumaker, a professor of public health sciences at Wake Forest University and lead author of the dementia paper. "Going into the study, the expectations were that it would be beneficial, but we didn't know."

Now they know. The data show a dementia rate of 45 per 10,000 women taking the hormones, compared to 22 per 10,000 in women taking a placebo, Shumaker says.

There is some comfort in the thought that "the absolute risk for an individual woman is very small," she says. But as was true of heart disease and breast cancer, which hormone therapy was supposed to prevent, the dementia result "reinforces the finding that the risks of combined hormone therapy outweigh the benefits, especially for older women," she says.

Other researchers at Wake Forest looked at the incidence of mild cognitive impairment in the women in the study. Periodic tests of mental function showed no significant benefit and a possible harmful effect of hormone therapy, another report says.

Combined hormone therapy now is recommended only for short-term use in women suffering extreme problems during menopause. The problem, says Sylvia Wassertheil-Smoller, a professor of epidemiology and public health at Albert Einstein College of Medicine and lead author of the stroke report, is that "we don't know how short is short-term."

There are indications the risk of both dementia and stroke increases rather quickly, in a year or two, Wassertheil-Smoller says, and so "we can't make a comment on short-term use."

The stroke finding was expected and is less severe than the dementia risk, she says -- seven excess cases of stroke for every 10,000 women on hormone therapy. What the study did show is that most of the strokes are ischemic, in which a blood clot blocks a blood vessel, rather than hemorrhagic, in which a blood vessel bursts. The risk also seemed to be higher for younger women, although the difference was not statistically significant, she says.

Various parts of the study are continuing, such as one looking at the effect of a single hormone, estrogen, on women who have had a hysterectomy. Women in the dementia study are still being followed to see whether the risk decreases when they stop hormone therapy, Shumaker says.

Wine Tasting Takes Brains, Italian Study Finds

By Estelle Shirbon 

ROME (Reuters) - Wine-tasting takes more than a perfect palate and a fruity vocabulary -- you have to use your brains. 

That's the finding of a study undertaken by a team of researchers at a Rome hospital. 

"We wanted to find out whether there was a difference at brain level between a trained and an untrained person drinking wine," said Gisela Hagberg, a Swedish bio-physicist, at the study's presentation at the Wine Academy in Rome Tuesday. 

"What we found is that the training does not just educate your palate, it also affects how your brain responds to the taste of wine." 

Researchers conducted brain scans on seven sommeliers and seven casual drinkers while they sampled wines. 

The scans showed strong activity in the amygdala, a part of the brain that reacts to sensations of pleasure, in both groups. 

But the sommeliers also displayed a burst of activity in parts of their frontal cortexes, an area of the brain used for thinking, while the amateurs showed no reaction there at all. 

"Both groups were asked to pay close attention to what they were drinking, so it's not that the control subjects weren't thinking," said Hagberg. 

The difference appears to be that while both groups' brains processed the sensory aspects of drinking, the taste of wine triggered a rational, even intellectual response in the experts. 

Andrea Sturniolo, one of the sommeliers who participated in the experiment at the Santa Lucia research hospital, was thrilled with the results. 

"This is fantastic. This proves the reasoning, the intellectual effort that goes into breaking down the many tastes of a wine and assessing its full flavor," he said. 

"It's not that sommeliers are superior beings of course, it's all in the training and the experience." 

Sturniolo's only objection to the whole experience was having to drink wine lying down and through tubes inserted in his mouth -- a technique necessary for the brain scan to be conducted even as the subjects tasted the wine. 

"It certainly didn't do much for the seeing and smelling parts of wine-tasting," he said. "I wouldn't recommend it." 

Possible terms to express PC power: Einstein, pi and, well

Kevin Maney
In this space a month ago, I wrote about the need for a simple term for describing computing power, the way horsepower describes mechanical power. 

I asked for suggestions. And you had lots of them. Lots. It's been like a geek version of Ann Landers asking whether toilet paper should unroll from the top or the bottom.

Some of the ideas were exceptional. In fact, I believe particular attention should be paid to the large number of suggestions I got for calling this unit of computing power a . . . well . . . maney.

You know, like we call a unit of electricity a watt, after James Watt, who invented the steam engine and coined the term horsepower -- a correlation, by the way, that in truth makes no sense. Why don't we call horsepower a watt and call a unit of electricity a franklin or an edison?

Anyway, when reader Adam Gruen, for instance, recommended basing a unit of computing power on how much time a particular computer would save, he added: ''We may call this value a 'maney.' For example, the time cost of sending out this e-mail is approximately $10. The time cost of sending out the same message by typing it out on a piece of paper and then mailing you that letter would be more like $30. So we can see that the value of a PC plus Internet connection is at least 3.0 maneys.''

You don't think he was pandering, do you?

Certainly, though, this would leave generations hence wondering who the heck a maney was named after. It would be the same situation we're in today, with so many people wondering whether the knot was named for some distant sailing relative of Don Knotts.

A number of other readers suggested the computing unit be called an einstein. Probably better to go with that one.

The other suggestions pretty much fell into two categories: units based on human capabilities and units based on computer metrics.

In the first category, there is this suggestion from Larry Wood, who works at German tech company Siemens:

''I used to work for a man who complained that the computer caused him so much grief that he was going to roll it out onto the railroad tracks for the next train to hit it and hire 100 clerks to replace it,'' Wood writes. ''Based on this, we should measure computers by ClerkPower. How many clerks does the computer replace? After all, the first computers were touted as replacements for clerical staff.''

This correlates nicely with horsepower, because horsepower was meant to tell early buyers of steam engines how many horses the new machine would replace.

As mechanical machines evolved far beyond doing the work of horses, horsepower turned into a unit of measurement. Today, hardly anybody who buys a riding mower has any idea how much work a horse could do. Hardly anybody who buys an Apple iMac has any idea how much work a clerk could've done in the pre-computer dark ages, using nothing but filing cabinets and an IBM Selectric typewriter.

The real computer geeks turned up in the other category of basing units on computational metrics.

''My idea is simple and transparent -- measure pure computational speed based on an identifiable mathematical standard,'' writes reader Brian Spelman. ''It would be thus: how fast a computer could calculate pi to the 100th decimal place (or some approximation). You could call it pi-power.''

Wouldn't Apple have a marketing field day with that one?

Spelman then really dives into it. This is his e-mail as it appeared in my in-box: ''It would be able to be measured across all types of computational devices and be backward compatible. It also takes into account both the software and hardware power (bus, cache, et al) into the equation. For instance an older computer setup (486/dx66 w/ 8mb RAM, MS-DOS) may only be able to calculate it in 250 sec., while a new computer (3Ghz Pentium w/ 512 RAM, Linux) may be able to calculate it in 100 sec. Therefore, one could easily see that the computational performance improvement would be 150 points lesser (as in better) in the latter from the former. Good idea?''

I have a feeling he's the kind of guy who uses a white board to tell his kids the proper way to brush their teeth.

Finally, there is one other category of responses. These would be from the people who see this whole exercise as a waste of time.

''The term horsepower lends itself to universal understanding since it is grounded in classical physics,'' writes Steve Carrola, who works on technology for the University of Wisconsin-Madison. ''However, computers are based on quantum mechanics. And who truly understands quantum mechanics? Certainly, the layman will never find quantum mechanics intuitive. Although computers continue to get easier to use, their underlying foundation will never get easier to understand. Thus, looking for one easy-to-understand metric to describe computing power seems like so much folly.''

Not a bad point. Quantum mechanics gets into things like ''spooky action at a distance.'' Not nearly as tangible as horsepower.

And then I got this e-mail: ''Your idea is way oversimplified and borders on meaningless,'' writes Brian Benson. ''I could say more, but I'm laughing too hard at the thought of your quest to continue.''

Maybe he's right. Any way you slice it, we haven't come to any solid conclusions here. But then, despite years of columns, Ann Landers never resolved the TP issue, either.

Ready for your high-definition close-up?

Edward C. Baig 
Priceless! 

At the risk of sounding like a punch line in a MasterCard commercial, I'll bet you could easily come up with a list of personal and family occasions you would deem priceless. These are life's special events -- the birth of a child, baby's first steps, a wedding or graduation -- each worthy enough to capture for posterity. Such milestones help fuel the sale of about 5.7 million digital camcorders a year.

The reality for most of us, however, is that even ''priceless'' has its limits. So no matter how precious the moment, I wouldn't expect too many JVC GR-HD1 camcorders to be sold when the unit hits stores in the USA next month. After all, it costs $3,500, about seven times the price of today's entry-level digital camcorders. And yet the world's first ''consumer'' high-definition camcorder, as the GR-HD1 is billed, delivers such richly detailed cinematic video that people with both money to burn and the high-def TV monitors on which to admire the footage will be mighty tempted.

I know because I'm trying to justify the sticker shock myself. The rationale: Sure, $3,500 sounds like (and is) an awful lot of loot. But professional video gear costs in the neighborhood of 60 grand on up, and the quality of stuff I produced testing the camcorder the past few days ranks up there with anything HBO or Fox ever produce. Don't believe me? I'll have to invite you over to watch Six Feet Under My Basement or Eddie Millionaire. (OK, so the highlight of my reality TV lineup are movies of my dog.)

Of course, if form holds, those of us who are fiscally constrained need do nothing besides wait. Precipitous price drops over time are the norm in consumer electronics.

Whatever JVC's proclamations about this being a consumer camcorder, the company is targeting amateur filmmakers, schools and organizations, small-business owners and wedding videographers. Early adopters who have sprung for high-definition televisions are also in JVC's cross hairs -- now, instead of complaining about the paucity of HD programming, these would-be Spielbergs can create their own.

I haven't joined the HDTV club just yet. I borrowed an HD-capable monitor from JVC. The menus on this particular TV were in Japanese, temporarily stumping me (and the JVC crew that dropped the set off), but we prevailed. (There are various cable and cord options for connecting the camcorder to the TV.)

Details, details, details
It was worth the wait. Watching in widescreen splendor, the video and colors were stunningly sharp and vibrant; I was able to pick out such details as the tear stains under my dog's eyes, the veins on a leaf, the fuzz sticking to a goose's nose, the wrinkles on an old man's face, and the ripples of water in a neighborhood pond. The JVC performed admirably in the sun, in the clouds and indoors. Motion was fluid. I even shot videos, not that I recommend doing so, while driving a car; I could detect subtle smudges on my windshield.

A beef: It sometimes took a while for pictures to get into focus when I zoomed in on a distant subject.

The JVC captures high-definition video on the standard Mini DV cassettes used in conventional digital camcorders. (You also can take still photos and store them on a postage-stamp-sized SD memory card.) When shooting HD video, you get the same amount of recording time on a tape as you do in lower resolution because of the way the video is compressed.

Most important, you can watch brilliantly shot high-definition masterpieces on any HDTV. In techie terms, the camera has a single image sensor or CCD. (Some pricey non-high-def camcorders have three sensors.) You can scan 720 lines of resolution (720p), one of the accepted high-definition formats. During playback, the camera can automatically convert to other high-def standards, such as 1080i, which is how I viewed the content on the Japanese TV. Alternately, you can shoot in a lower resolution format (480 lines).

Why would you want to? Though the cassettes are the same, you cannot record in high def on the JVC and expect to play it back on a conventional Mini DV camcorder. So if you want to show off the new offspring to Grandma, you will have to schlep the camera: During playback, unless she is equipped with an HDTV, the JVC will ''down-convert'' the video to the lower resolution mode. Another option would be to transfer footage to a computer and eventually burn the material onto a DVD, but again the quality would not be up to HD standards.

Keep in mind also that some of the camera's features are not available in high definition, including certain special effects and frame-by-frame playback. All HD frame-level editing must be done on a (fast) Windows XP (news - web sites) computer using supplied software called MPEG Edit Studio Pro LE. You can transfer video to a PC through an iLink or ''1394'' cable.

Cruising on autopilot
For the basic stuff, I found the camera a pleasure to use. You can shoot, as I did most of the time, in automatic mode, or manually adjust the shutter speed and F-stop. The camcorder weighs about 3.3 pounds (with battery, cassette and strap), and because of lens optics is nearly a foot long, much bigger and heavier than typical Mini DV models. Despite its girth, I didn't find it unwieldy.

I was able to take fairly steady movies, helped at times by the camera's automatic image-stabilization capabilities, the technology that reduces the shakes. I often gripped the camera with one hand, leaving my fingertips to manipulate the zoom controls. It sports a 10X optical zoom, but you can only use the 200X digital zoom to take a still image or shoot non-HD video.

As with other camcorders, you can frame your scenes using the color viewfinder or by using a 3.5-inch color LCD monitor. You also can use the LCD to play back what you've shot, but it's a pleasant surprise to see material that looks ho-hum on the small display come alive on a widescreen HDTV. With apologies to MasterCard, the experience is almost priceless.

Brooklyn Academy Productions Snag Obie Sextet

By Leonard Jacobs 

NEW YORK (Back Stage) - Brooklyn Academy of Music productions and performances generated six awards, including a special citation for international programming, at Monday night's 48th annual Village Voice Obie Awards honoring off- and off-off-Broadway productions. 

The academy's presentation of "Medea" (which subsequently moved to Broadway) garnered Obies for Fiona Shaw and Deborah Warner for performance and direction, respectively; and director Sam Mendes' production of "Uncle Vanya" (which ran in rep with "Twelfth Night") earned honors for Simon Russell Beale and Anthony Ward for performance and set design. A special citation was also given to John Kani and Winston Ntshona for their performances in the revival of Athol Fugard's "The Island" in the ceremonies at Webster Hall. 

Obies also went to Edward Norton for Signature Theater Company's revival of Lanford Wilson's "Burn This"; Mos Def for the Public Theater's mounting of Suzan-Lori Parks' "F---ing A"; Jim Norton for Atlantic Theater Company's presentation of Conor McPherson's "Dublin Carol"; Jason Petty for Manhattan Ensemble Theater's production of "Hank Williams: Lost Highway"; and Denis O'Hare for Richard Greenberg's "Take Me Out," which began at the Donmar Warehouse in London, was reborn at the Public Theater and has since moved to Broadway. 

Among the downtown set, Barry Del Sherman garnered an award for the Worth Street Theater's showing of Marlane Meyer's "The Mystery of Attraction," and Stephen Mellor won for his work in Mac Wellman's "Bitter Bierce or, The Friction We Call Grief," which played at P.S. 122. Wellman, who won a 1990 playwriting Obie for "Crowbar" and the following year for "Sincerity Forever," was given a lifetime achievement Obie and a standing ovation. 

Of special note this year was the balance struck between honoring mainstream and experimental/cutting edge work. On the one hand, performance Obies went to the ensemble cast of Alan Bennett's "Talking Heads." On the other, special citations were bestowed on the 13-member creative team behind the Talking Band's "Painted Snake in a Painted Chair." 

In a nostalgic turn, director Emily Mann and actress Rosemary Harris won Obies for Edward Albee's "All Over," which transferred from the McCarter Theater Center to the Roundabout Theater Company earlier in the season. 

An array of downtown mainstays were celebrated. An Obie for sustained excellence in lighting design went to Kenneth Posner; David Greenspan picked up a playwriting Obie for "She Stoops to Comedy"; agent and dramaturge Morgan Jenness won an Obie in honor of her "longtime support of playwrights"; and writer-critic Erika Munk took an award for her stewardship of the publication Theater. 

'Down With Love' Returns Randall to Film 

WASHINGTON (AP) — It could have been a gold mine for David Hyde Pierce, who plays the Tony Randall-type part in "Down With Love": Randall had a cameo roll in the movie, his first movie roll in 10 years.

"People ask me if David Hyde Pierce, who played my old part, needed my advice, which he certainly did not," Randall said in an AP interview. 

But if he did have advice, Randall said it would be, "Play it as seriously as you can. If an actor knows he's funny, he ruins it. He must always play it as if it's been." 

That's what Randall says he did in his three Doris Day-Rock Hudson movies. 

Even though it has been a decade since he's been in a movie, Randall didn't have trouble jumping back in. 

"Nothing has changed in movie making since they began making movies," he observed. "You hit your mark, and you say your lines." 

And what did Randall think of his newest foray into movies? He said the split-screen scenes in "Down With Love" which put Renee Zellweger and Ewan McGregor in X-rated sexual positions wasn't exactly his cup of tea. 

"I thought it somewhat amusing, rather childish humor," Randall said. "I'm no prude. I'm not offended by anything. I can watch pornography and not be offended. I am offended by use of dirty material in comedy, because it's so cheap." 

Broadway's 'Les Miserables' Ends After 16 Years

NEW YORK (Reuters) - Broadway bid adieu to "Les Miserables" on Sunday. 

The pop opera based on Victor Hugo's 1832 novel closed after 16 years, making it the second longest-running show ever on the Great White Way. 

The show played 6,680 performances since opening at the Broadway Theater in 1987. Only "Cats" has played more performances on Broadway with 7,485. 

The last performance at the Imperial Theater included a finale featuring 300 alumni of the Broadway run. 

Although it is now gone from the New York stage, the show is performed around the world by touring companies and is a fixture in London's West End. 

The One-Act's Popularity: Content + Enduring Appeal

By Leonard Jacobs 

NEW YORK (Back Stage) - For theater folk, five-, four-, and three-act plays are terrific to read, ponder, and discuss, but given the economic climate, hard to produce, especially Off-Off-Broadway and beyond. 

This explains the growing appeal of one-act play festivals and why playwrights -- and actors, directors, and artistic directors -- are mining the form for everything it's got. 

Economically, there are obvious advantages to such festivals. From Ensemble Studio Theater's Marathon series to the Actors Theater of Louisville's National Ten-Minute Play Contest, from the Samuel French Off-Off-Broadway Original Short Play Festival to groups commissioning short, theme-based plays, they are cheaper (if still logistically challenging) to produce. But there's more at work here than dollars and sense; there's the content of one-acts and their enduring appeal. 

More and more companies, in fact, are mounting one-act festivals due to their content, not their cost. Circle East, the not-for-profit successor to the Circle Rep Lab, is presenting seven world premieres in its 11-play "First Light" festival, with subjects ranging from politics to murder to the flapdoodles of the rich and fancy. Tangent Theater Company is pulling out all the stops with its six-play "Subway Series," which uses the world of the underground for inspiration, not gimmickry. Looking westward, the Chicago-based Bailiwick's 15th annual Directors Festival may be showcasing one-acts about the gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender experience, but the works are aiming for universality. 

Artistic directors, moreover, are keenly aware of the pitfalls of theme-based one-act festivals and are working to ensure audiences can enjoy a theatrical smorgasbord. 

"I never thought we'd produce a one-act festival like 'Subway Series' because I thought there had to be a sense of connection between each play," says Michael Rhodes, co-artistic director of Tangent Theater Company. "To me, 'theme plays' run the risk of self-consciousness -- this year, one-acts about the subway; next year, one-acts about buses. Gimmicks don't work, and our goal has been to make theater that's wholly original." 

And all the plays in "Subway Series" -- running May 28-June 14 at the WorkShop Theater Company -- are, in fact, quite distinct. In Craig Pospisil's "The Subway," a tourist asks for downtown directions and a gaggle of Gotham's most garrulous offer an earful. Contrast that with P. Seth Bauer's "Silent Piece," a dialogueless work in which the story is told only through body language and physical suggestion. 

"The tone is the thing," says Rhodes. "As opposed to, 'oh look at the wacky things that happen on the subway.' The only thing that binds these plays is, maybe, a yearning for connections between people--or maybe the disconnections." 

There's even less in common between the plays in Circle East's "First Light," running June 12-29 at Chashama. 

"When we were still Circle Rep Lab," recalls Artistic Director Michael Warren Powell, "we always received criticism for our selection of materials -- basically, we tried producing three times the number of plays an audience or a company can reasonably do. This time, we asked our directors to select the plays, asking only that they have what I call a 'truthfulness of characterization.' Beyond that, they're not thematically linked." 

Which is an understatement: The 11 plays run in a two-program rep, and are all over the map in terms of subject matter. The result is that each evening sports highs and lows, from Craig Lucas' "Your Call Is Important to Me," about "spiritual enlightening achieved through road rage," to Anastasia Traina's "Mermaids on the Hudson" with its bevy of cultural references. The one-act, Powell says, allows quirky writing styles to flourish -- like Lawrence Harvey Schulman's "The Fuqua, Slone, Reisenglass Appraisal," in which a man questions his sanity while visiting a psychiatrist. 

The influence of directors on the play selection process isn't an anomaly, either, it seems. Just ask David Zak, artistic director of Bailiwick Repertory. 

"Our Directors Festival has always been a great place for new voices to be discovered, but that's the director's voice," Zak says. "This year, we chose themes for our series, shifting the focus slightly to the playwright." Bailiwick, for example, created the "With Music or Without Words" series, devoted to short musical or movement-based works. The Directors Festival, meanwhile, is embedded with "Chicago Works," which ran in January and February and celebrates Windy City writers, and the "Translations/Adaptations" series, which ran in April. The final segment of the Directors Festival -- 15 short plays called "GLBT Briefs" -- runs July 7-30. 

"For the last part of the Directors Festival we wanted one-acts about the gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender world -- it's one of our main missions and we have a huge stack of scripts. We wanted directors familiar with what's coming in -- to use those stacks like a library and to let them discover the one-acts they most want to do." (Zak says playwrights can still submit to Bailiwick, but their work will more likely be slotted with a director "attached.") 

Yet even with the one-acts sharing sensibilities, Zak strongly maintains the works transcend sexuality as a subject. "No one wanted a festival about boys in their underwear ... and I think these plays have moved well beyond that." The works range from Inge and Albee classics to a new take on Moliere to plays by regionally recognized dramatists, such as Linda Eisenstein and Ron Nyswaner. 

"One-acts let you see how much talent there is, how well crafted something is, even if it's 10 minutes long," Zak concludes. "Even if it's your only shot as a playwright or director, if it's a perfect 10 minutes, it's better than 45 minutes that never gets anywhere. It's the magic that is the one-act play." 

Clemens' new glove fits, but he just can't wear it

AMERICAN BASEBALL: The Red Sox are making it tough for the Cy Young award winner to reach his 300th win. And the plate umpire didn't like his glove 
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New York pitcher Roger Clemens' bid for a 300-game milestone victory became a bust Monday when the Boston Red Sox banged him around, winning 8-4 and sending the Yankees to their eighth straight home loss. 

Clemens slowly trudged off the mound, his head down the whole way, after Todd Walker's single chased him in the sixth inning. Now, he'll have to wait until next Sunday in Detroit -- and the following weekend at Wrigley Field, if necessary -- to try to join 20 other pitchers with 300 career victories. 

But bad omens surrounded Clemens, even before his first fastball. 

The start of the game was delayed 1 hour, 42 minutes by rain, and Clemens' routine was further disrupted right after his final warm up. That's when Red Sox manager Grady Little walked out to complain about Clemens' glove. 

The Rocket was wearing a new glove with a shiny "300" patch on the back of it, and plate umpire Bill Miller agreed with Little that it was not within regulations. Clemens had to toss aside that mitt while another one was brought from the dugout. 

Clemens (6-3) threw 133 pitches -- his highest total in more than two years. Still, he remained winless in his last nine starts at Yankee Stadium. 

Nomar Garciaparra extended his hitting streak to 26 games and Walker drove in three runs as Boston increased its American League East lead over the Yankees to 2 1/2 games. Tim Wakefield (5-2) got the win. 

Walker's two-out, two-run single chased Clemens after 5 2-3 innings, and he gave up 10 hits and eight runs.

Blue Jays 11, White Sox 5 

In Toronto, Carlos Delgado hit a two-run single in a five-run sixth inning as Toronto beat Chicago. Chris Woodward and Josh Phelps homered for the Blue Jays, who returned home from an 8-2 road trip and handed struggling lefty Mark Buehrle (2-8) his seventh consecutive loss. 

Magglio Ordonez and D'Angelo Jimenez homered for the White Sox, who allowed four unearned runs and matched a season high with four errors. Josh Towers (1-0) was the winner. Jeff Tam got four outs for his first save since June 13, 2001, for Oakland. 

Pinch-hitter Adam Dunn came through with a grand slam in the 11th inning, leading the Cincinnati Reds past the Atlanta Braves 7-6 Monday to snap a four-game losing streak. It was Dunn's 18th homer this season, most in the majors. 

Helped by left fielder Jose Guillen's two-run error, Atlanta got three in the 11th to cut the lead to 7-6. Chipper Jones drove in a run with an infield single, but Felix Heredia struck out Andruw Jones with a runner on to end it. 

John Smoltz struck out two in a hitless ninth, but the Braves lost a game in which he appeared for the first time since May 29, 2002. Atlanta had won 73 consecutive games in which Smoltz pitched, a major league record. 

Dunn connected off Roberto Hernandez (4-2). 

Pirates 10, Cubs 0 

In Chicago, Josh Fogg outpitched Kerry Wood, and Pittsburgh broke open a tight game with nine runs in the eighth inning. 

Jeff Reboulet and pinch-hitter Randall Simon each hit a two-run single in the big inning, and Cubs pitchers walked in three runs.

13-Year-Old Soccer Star Signs Nike Endorsement Deal

By Steve James 

NEW YORK (Reuters) - He's not yet a soccer superstar like Brazil's Ronaldo or David Beckham of England, but Freddy Adu, a 13-year-old goal-scoring prodigy, has signed an endorsement contract with sportswear giant Nike Inc., his agent said on Wednesday. 

The agent, Richard Motzkin, of SportsNet in Los Angeles, declined to say how much Adu's deal was worth, although newspaper reports have put it at $1 million to $1.5 million. Nike, which last week signed 18-year-old high school basketball star LeBron James to an endorsement contract worth more than $90 million, confirmed the deal but declined further details. 

"He is young and we are sensitive to that," said spokeswoman Celeste Alleyne, adding that the company had not yet mapped how it would use Adu. 

The Nike deal is a precedent for any soccer player, let alone one so young, in a country where the world's most popular sport has a relatively low profile. Top Major League Soccer salaries rarely top $250,000 -- a fraction of what players can earn in England, Spain or Italy. 

A native of Ghana, Adu came to the United States when he was eight and became a U.S. citizen in February, when his mother won an immigration lottery. He has family in Potomac, Maryland where he lived until attending the U.S. Under-17 academy in Bradenton, Florida. He attends a school there. 

Since joining the team in January 2002. the speedy striker has scored 32 goals and added 21 assists in 60 games. 

Adu has trained with the US national team but at the age of 13 is still some way off signing a professional contract with Major League Soccer or with a club elsewhere. 

On Monday, the five-foot-eight, 140-pound striker scored a goal for the United States Under-17 team in a 3-2 friendly international victory over Costa Rica. 

In its report of Monday's Under-17 match against Costa Rica in Lancaster, California, the U.S. Soccer Federation said Adu's goal came "after finishing off a beautiful dribbling showcase." 

"Freddy is a very exciting, young talent with incredible potential," said Motzkin. "At this time, it is important to provide Freddy with the right structure and atmosphere to allow him to continue to grow and develop as a soccer player and person." 

A spokeswoman for SportsNet said Adu was focusing on the Under-17 FIFA World Youth Championship in Finland in August. After that he was looking forward to representing the United States in the 2004 Olympic Games in Athens. 

Study: Smoking in Movies Encourages Teens 

By EMMA ROSS, AP Medical Writer 

LONDON - Youngsters who watch movies in which actors smoke a lot are three times more likely to take up the habit than those exposed to less smoking on-screen, a new study of American adolescents suggests. 

The study, published Tuesday on the Web site of The Lancet medical journal, provides the strongest evidence to date that smoking depicted in movies encourages adolescents to start smoking, according to some experts. Others said they remain unconvinced. 

Many studies have linked smoking in films with increased adolescent smoking, but this is the first to assess children before they start smoking and track them over time. 

The investigators concluded that 52 percent of the youngsters in the study who smoked started entirely because of seeing movie stars smoke on screen. 

"This effect is stronger than the effect of traditional cigarette advertising and promotion, which accounts for only 34 percent of new experimentation," said Stanton Glantz, a professor of medicine at the Institute for Health Policy Studies at the University of California, San Francisco, who was not connected with the research. 

However, Paul Levinson, a media theorist at Fordham University in New York noted there are many reasons people start smoking and the study could not accurately determine how important each factor is. 

"It's the kind of thing we should be looking at but ... the fact that two things seem to be intertwined doesn't mean that the first causes the second," said Levinson, who was not involved in the study. "What we really need is some kind of experimental study where there's a controlled group." 

The Motion Picture Association of America, which rates movies and represents the movie industry, had no immediate comment. 

The research, conducted by scientists at Dartmouth Medical School, involved 2,603 children from Vermont and New Hampshire schools who were aged between 10 and 14 at the start of the study in 1999 and had never smoked a cigarette at the time they were recruited. 

The adolescents were asked at the beginning of the study which movies they had seen from a list of 50 movies released between 1988 and 1999. 

Investigators counted the number of times smoking was depicted in each movie and determined how many smoking incidents each of the adolescents had seen. Exposure was categorized into four groups, with the lowest level involving between zero and 531 occurrences of smoking and the highest involving between 1,665 and 5,308 incidents of smoking. There were about 650 adolescents in each exposure group. 

Within two years, 259, or 10 percent, of the youths reported they had started to smoke or had at least taken a few puffs. 

Twenty-two of those exposed to the least on-screen smoking took up the habit, compared with 107 in the highest exposure group — a fivefold difference. 

However, after taking into account factors known to be linked with starting smoking, such as sensation-seeking, rebelliousness or having a friend or relative who smokes, the real effect was reduced to a threefold difference. 

The researchers also concluded 52 percent of the startup in smoking could be attributed to the movies. 

Children of nonsmokers were particularly influenced by smoking in films. Those in the highest movie exposure category were four times more likely to start than adolescents in the lowest group. 

In a separate critique of the study, also published by the Lancet, Glantz, who is also a prominent anti-smoking advocate and founder of the U.S.-based Smoke Free Movies campaign, called for an adult, or "R," rating for movies depicting smoking, noting that 60 percent of the total exposure to smoking in movies in the study were in youth-rated films. 

Brendan McCormick, spokesman for tobacco manufacturer Philip Morris USA, said depictions of smoking in movies is driven by directors and producers. Tobacco companies do not provide products to moviemakers or pay for product placements, he said. 

"We think that producers of films should think very carefully about including depictions of smoking, especially in movies that are likely to be seen by kids," McCormick said. 

Teens Base Musical on Winona Ryder Trial 

By The Associated Press 

SAN DIEGO - In the latest example of art imitating life, a group of high school students has created a musical based on Winona Ryder's shoplifting trial. 

Point Loma High School's "Sticky Fingers: A Tale of Saks, Lies and Videotape" satirizes the trial last fall in which the Oscar-nominated actress was convicted of taking about $6,000 worth of items from Saks Fifth Avenue in Beverly Hills. 

The production is the culmination of a year's worth of work by several dozen students and is directed by teacher Larry Zeiger, who plays piano for the show and stars as CNN interviewer Larry King. 

"Sticky Fingers" marks the 27th annual production by Zeiger's "Gotta Sing Gotta Dance Company." 

"We're inspired by the old Mickey Rooney-Judy Garland. `Hey, let's put on a show,' kind of spirit," said the literature, film and drama teacher, who has taught at the San Diego school for 29 years. 

The musical follows a missile-factory employee and tango dancer who travels to Rodeo Drive, where she has a fateful meeting with her idol, Ryder, at Saks. The department store donated shopping bags for the set. 

Ryder was invited to see the show, which opens this week, but the school hasn't received a response. Her publicist, Mara Buxbaum, said she didn't know whether the 31-year-old actress ever saw the invitation.
