CELL PHONE TALK


In the unit on Sociolinguistics we will learn about how people begin telephone conversations on traditional telephones, and about how the form of these telephone openings depends on social factors.  Nowadays almost all of you have cell phones, which have more functions than traditional phones.  How is talk on cell phones different from talk on traditional phones?  How do people begin their conversations on cell phones?  How do they close, or end, their conversations?  How do they talk when they leave voice messages?  What other functions do cell phones have (such as text messaging) and how is people’s way of talking affected by them?  Choose one aspect of talk on cell phones and collect real examples of it (from your own talk on cell phones, that of your friends and family, or others, but only with their permission).  Analyze the examples to see what they can tell us about social factors and cell phone talk.


To learn ahead of the class schedule about how people begin conversations on traditional telephones, please see your professor.
