GESTURES

The textbook says that language is accompanied by gestures, and some linguists claim that gestures are part of language.  For this project, you will need to observe people speaking and gesturing.  From your observations, try to figure out how gestures and spoken language are related.

Are gestures necessary for spoken language?  Can people speak without using any gestures?

What functions do gestures have?  Why do people gesture?

When, in relation to spoken language, do gestures occur?  Is there any relationship between when gestures occur and the structure of the spoken language?

How do the meanings communicated by the spoken language and the gesture(s) relate to each other?

Are there different types of gestures?  (Consider gestures which may be instinctive, and others which may be learned.  Also consider gestures which may function like words, such as the “come here” gesture, and others which may be directly representative, such as making a circle with your friends to indicate “circle.”

For your report you may use drawings, photographs, and descriptions to illustrate gestures.  To gather data you might observe people all around you speaking and gesturing in natural situations, and you could also do more controlled observation, for instance, asking people to watch a short cartoon and then retell the story from the cartoon, as you observe (without telling them) their spoken language and gestures.

