MANDARIN IN THE MOUTHS OF LEARNERS
In Chapter Four it is mentioned that English /r/ and /l/ can be difficult sounds for Chinese speakers.  Anyone who learns another language is bound to have some trouble with sounds.  For this project you will investigate what Mandarin sounds are difficult for nonnative speakers.  (You may investigate speakers of any language learning Mandarin.)  Try to come up with an explanation of why some sounds are difficult, and if possible, recommend teaching methods that might help nonnative speakers avoid or overcome problems with those sounds.  In your project do not concern yourselves with tone, as it is already widely recognized as a problem for nonnative speakers learning Mandarin.  Concentrate on individual sounds and combinations of sounds.

A good place to begin would be with the charts of English and Mandarin consonants and vowels in Chapter Four.  Record nonnative speakers speaking Mandarin.

*Or Taiwanese sounds (then you would need to look up descriptions of Taiwanese consonants and vowels similar to those for Mandarin in the textbook).
