Topic 1: QUESTIONS IN CHINESE MORPHOLOGY

In this project you will not, of course, be expected to figure out everything about Chinese morphology.  You will work on just two basic questions.  The first is the nature of words in Chinese.  Many people say that Chinese is monosyllabic, that is, that all (or at least most) words are made up of just one syllable.  Others say that this is a confusion between the form of spoken Chinese and the form of written Chinese.  They say that those who claim that Chinese is monosyllabic are basing their ideas on the written character (字).  Work out your own opinion on this question.

After you have made up your minds about the first question, the second part of this project is to draw up a list of Mandarin function words similar to the list of English function words on page 65 of the textbook.  You may also want to refer to the list of Mandarin inflections on page 66 to make sure that you list function words and not inflections.

OR Optional questions to consider: (1) the relationship between spoken and written Chinese; (2) derivational processes in Chinese; inflections in Chinese (different varieties of Chinese)

Don’t hesitate to come see your professor if you have any questions.

