Topic 2: THE SYNTAX OF SPOKEN LANGUAGE

How do people really talk?  Is everything they say “grammatically correct”?  Do they speak in complete sentences all the time?  What kinds of omissions seem to be allowed?  Do speakers follow rules, or can they speak any way they feel like speaking?  Is the syntax of spoken language different from the syntax of writing?  How?  Are there differences in the syntax of different types of spoken language?

To find answers to these questions tape samples of various types of spoken language—conversations, arguments, academic discussions, lectures, and news broadcasts, for example—and analyze the syntax.  To do this you will have to transcribe your tapes.  This takes time, so start early.

Concentrate on samples all in the same language (English, Mandarin, other varieties of Chinese, another language you know).  Don’t hesitate to come see your professor if you have any questions.

