Topic 3: INTERPERSONAL MEANING

In this project you will investigate how meaning is worked out between (or among) people in an interaction.  For this you will need to know about the distinction between sentences and utterances, about what people do with utterances, and about context, all of which are discussed in Chapter 7 (Nash).  For your data taperecord a few conversations, discussions, or classes.  Then in your recordings find examples of utterances which depend on the context for their meaning.  To simplify things try to use sentence-length examples so that you can analyze them as sentences and as utterances in order to show how utterance meaning depends on context.  There are some examples in Nash on pages 101 and 102 you might look at to get a better idea.

Concentrate on examples all in one language (English, Mandarin, other varieties of Chinese, another language you know).  If you have any questions feel free to come see your professor.

