Introduction to Linguistics
Review Questions for Midterm (Spring 2010)
1. What is morphology?  

2. What is syntax? 

3. What is the relationship between morphology and syntax?

4. What are different types of morphemes?
5. What is the difference between inflectional and derivational morphology?
6. Describe some derivational process with some examples. 
7. Explain what a word is, from the perspectives of lexeme, grammatical word, and phonological word.
8. Define the terms: affix (suffix, prefix, etc.), root/stem, collocation, recursion, government, agreement, phrase (head and dependent), clause (types of clauses/sentences), head marking/dependent marking, head-initial/head-final language, constituent (and the 6 tests used to identify them)
9. Inflection can be realized through several different processes. Explain each one, with an example: affixation, internal change, root-and-pattern morphology, reduplication, suppletion.
10. Explain how the mapping of meaning/function onto linguistic form can be one-to-one, many-to-one, one-to-many, or one-to-zero.
11.  Show how formal criteria are used to test if a word belongs to a certain word class:

Nouns—inflectional morphology // syntactic tests—where the word occurs in a phrase or sentence; what types of words go with it (distribution); test of syntactic function (e.g. subject, object) // semantic roles for arguments of propositions

Verbs—how many arguments go with it // main verb or auxiliary verb—verbal inflections

Adjectives—distribution, e.g. occur with intensifiers // inflected for degree // agreement (e.g. in Spanish) //

 function—attributive or predicative

Adverbs—distribution—modify verbs, adjectives, other adverbs

Adpositions—function—encode location, time, case, topic . . . .

12. Show how languages may use constituent order, case marking, or agreement to encode syntactic relations.
13. Explain, with examples, four types of grammatical information commonly inflected on nouns across languages: number, gender, case, person.
14. Explain, with examples, four types of grammatical information commonly inflected on verbs across languages: tense, aspect, mood, voice.
15. What are the two major types of syntactic processes? (What do they do?) Give an example of each type
16. Explain nominalization and serial verbs as examples of other ways of creating complex sentences.
